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HIGHLIGHTS 
April 26 - May 2, 1998 


Rive topped 2 inches in a broad swath across the 
Central and Eastern States, maintaining unfavorably 
wet soils and high river levels in the Ohio and middle 
Mississippi River Valleys. In contrast, warm, mostly dry 
weather across the northwestern half of the Corn Belt, the 
northern Plains, and the Northwest allowed planting to 
rapidly proceed. Weekly temperatures averaged up to 12°F 
above normal in the Northwest, resulting in more than 20 
daily-record highs. Across southern and western Texas, 
temperatures soared into the 90's and 100's late in the week 
after 6 weeks of dry weather, further depleting topsoil 
moisture. Farther east, however, beneficial rains fell along the 

(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from front cover) 

Gulf Coast and in Florida, reversing a 5-week trend. 
In the Great Lakes and Northeastern States, sub- 
freezing temperatures on April 27-29 threatened fruit 
trees blooming ahead of schedule due to the recent 6- 
week warm spell. Meanwhile, weekly temperatures 
averaged 2 to 10°F below normal on the central and 
southern Plains. 


On Sunday, the month's first measurable rain fell in 
locations such as Albuquerque, NM (0.59 inches) 
and Abilene, TX (0.35 inches). In Oklahoma City, 
OK, a daily-record total of 2.77 inches fell, accounting 
for 83 percent of their monthly total. Farther south, 
however, several Texas cities finished the month with 
record-low rainfall, including San Antonio (0.05 
inches) and Midland (a trace). In New Orleans, LA, 
only 0.07 inches fell during the first 26 days of the 
month, but 4.32 inches fell from April 27-30. In 
southern Florida, 1.01 inches fell in Key West on the 
last day of the month, ending a 30-day spell without 
measurable rain. 


Farther north, several sites posted April-record rainfall 
totals, including Cincinnati, OH (9.77 inches) and 
Asheville, NC (8.70 inches). Boosted by additional 
late-month rainfall, April totals topped 15 inches in 
parts of eastern Tennessee, including 16.51 inches at 
Big Ridge (Union County). Meanwhile, cool, dry 
weather settled into the Nation's northeastern 
quadrant. Binghamton, NY (28°F on Monday) and 
Lynchburg, VA (30°F on Tuesday) logged daily- 
record lows. On April 27 in Michigan, Lansing's low 
of 25°F was 1° shy of their daily record, set in 1867. 


Farther west, very cool weather prevailed across the 
central and southern Plains. On Tuesday, highs in 
Kansas reached only 43°F in Garden City and 44°F 
in Russell. A day later, daily-record lows were noted 
in Yuma, CO (23°F) and Midland, TX (38°F). 
Meanwhile, record warmth overspread the Northwest. 
On Wednesday, Roseburg, OR recorded 92°F. A day 
later, record highs included 94°F at The Dalles, OR 
and 92°F in Hanford, WA. In Oregon, Portland 
(90°F on April 30) marked their earliest 90-degree day 
during 58 years of airport records. On Friday, Corpus 
Christi, TX (96°F) collected a daily-record high. The 
next day, highs in southern Texas soared to 107°F in 
Laredo and a daily-record 103°F in Del Rio. At 
week's end, cool weather and showers overspread 
California, ending a period of favorable warmth and 
dryness. Daily-record rainfall totals occurred on 
Saturday in Chatsworth (0.17 inches) and Oxnard 
(0.06 inches). 


Most of Hawaii remained in a drought through April, 
although significant improvement occurred on the 
central islands and in many windward (east-facing) 


locations. At the four major stations, year-to-date rainfall ranged from 16 
percent of normal (1.55 inches) in Honolulu to 58 percent (9.86 inches) in 
Lihue. 


In Alaska, where statewide temperatures have been consistently above 
normal for 3 consecutive months (February-April), cooler weather arrived 
abruptly toward week's end. Before then, however, Anchorage (57°F) and 
Cold Bay (54°F) notched daily-record highs on April 26. By Sunday 
morning, May 3, lows along the west coast dipped to 7°F in Nome and -3°F 
in Kotzebue. Shishmaref, near the Bering Strait, registered -15°F, just 7° 
shy of the State's May record, set in Umiat on May 4, 1984. 


GOES-3 IK 
Apr. 27, 1998 
1:45 p.m. CDT 


A low-pressure system centered near the Ozark Plateau helps to reduce 
short-term moisture deficits on parts of the southern Plains, but is poised to 
soak the Ohio and middie Mississippi Valleys with unwelcomed heavy rainfall. 





Wettest April on Record 





Location Total (Inches) Former Record/Year 
Knoxville, TN 11.07 * 7.90 in 1994 
Cincinnati, OH 9.77 8.62 in 1947 
Asheville, NC 8.70 7.26 in 1979 
Bristol, TN 7.03 5.85 in 1970 


* A record was set at the airport site; 11.07 inches was second in the city's 
second-highest April rainfall on record behind a 17.32-inch total in 1874. 





Driest April on Record 





Location Total (Inch 
San Antonio, TX 0.05 
Midland, TX trace 


Former Record/Year 
0.11 in 1984 
trace in 1947, 1964 








Driest April Since... 





Location Total (Inches) Driest Since... 
San Angelo, TX trace 0.00 in 1920 
Del Rio, TX 0.01 0.01 in 1955 
Corpus Christi, TX 0.03 trace in 1984 
Abilene, TX 0.35 0.20 in 1984 
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Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 
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Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F) 
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Extreme Minimum Temperature (°F) 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending May 2, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7511) 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending May 2, 1998 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending May 2, 1998 
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National Agricultural Summary 





April 27 - May 3, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Farmers in the upper Mississippi Valley and across 
the northern Plains continued planting at a near- 
record pace, as temperatures remained above average 
and rainfall was minimal. Farmers in the western 
Corn Belt and central Plains also made excellent 
planting progress despite below-normal 
temperatures. Rainy weather hampered planting 


efforts in some parts of the central Plains, most of the 
Mississippi Delta and eastern Corn Belt, and parts of 
the Northeast. Planting operations continued in the 
Mid-Atlantic and eastern Gulf Coast areas, where little 
or no rain fell. The Western United States was also 
dry and much warmer, allowing farmers to resume 
normal planting operations. 





Winter wheat: Crop development remained slightly ahead 
of normal nationally, with 24 percent headed, compared with 
22 percent normally headed by this date. Fields were rapidly 
maturing in Central Texas and the Blacklands. Harvest was 
underway in the Coastal Bend and South Texas regions. In 
Kansas, the crop had just begun to develop heads. With 3 
percent headed, development was slightly behind the 5-year 
average. The condition of the crop remains mostly good, 
and better than recent years at this date. However, 
conditions deteriorated in several States during the week. In 
the western Great Plains, from Texas to the Canada border, 
dry soils have begun to stress the crop. Warm, dry weather 
was also blamed for the decline in the Washington crop 
condition. In the eastern Corn Belt, the drop in the 
percentage rated good or excellent was less pronounced. 
Excessive rainfall kept soils too soggy and caused ponding 
in parts of Illinois and Indiana. 


Corn: Dry weather in the western Corn Belt and Plains 
States allowed planting progress to move ahead of normal 
for this date. Minnesota farmers planted over half of their 
intended corn acreage during the week, raising total planted 
acres to over 80 percent of intended, the most by this date 
according to records dating to 1956. Farmers in Iowa, 
Nebraska, and Colorado planted more than one-third of their 
corn acreage, moving total progress well ahead of normal for 
those areas. Progress was less advanced in Wisconsin and 
South Dakota, but was also ahead of normal. Rain limited 
planting in eastern Kansas, but good progress in the western 
half of the State allowed progress to remain well ahead of 
normal for this date. Progress remained well behind normal 
in the eastern Corn Belt, where frequent showers and 
isolated thunderstorms kept fields too wet to support 
machinery. 


Cotton: Planting fell further behind normal despite good 
progress in the Southwest. Rain significantly limited 


progress in the Mississippi Delta, the Tennessee Valley, and 
the southern Piedmont and Atlantic Coast areas. Among the 
Southeastern States, only Alabama and North Carolina were 
dry enough to make normal planting progress. In the 
Southwest, temperatures substantially warmed, allowing 
planting to accelerate, but progress was still considerably 
behind normal, especially in California. In Texas, 
emergence and growth were good, but moisture was short. 
In the Coastal Bend and Rio Grande regions, plants were 
squaring and soil moisture was especially short. 


Rice: Planting progress was slowed by rain, but remained 
well ahead of normal in all major rice-producing States 
except California. Progress also slowed in Texas and 
Louisiana as planting approached 100 percent of intended 
acres. Farmers were flushing fields to improve stands. 
Emerged fields were rated in mostly good condition. 
Planting was just starting in California. 


Small grains: Farmers made rapid progress planting 
small grains from the Great Lakes States westward to the 
Pacific Northwest. Spring wheat seeded advanced to 65 
percent, more than double the normal rate. Barley planted 
was also well ahead of normal, at 58 percent of intended 
acres, compared with 33 percent normally planted by this 
date. Oats seeded progressed 25 percentage points to 73 
percent of intended acres. Normally 42 percent would be 
planted by this date. Warm weather promoted growth of 
earlier planted small grains, but rain was needed to 
germinate more recently planted fields. 


Other crops: Sorghum planting progress was slow in 
most of the Southern States, but remained only slightly 
behind normal nationally due to above-normal progress in 
Arkansas and South Dakota. Peanut planting continued to 
be hampered by rain, especially in Georgia,where less than 
half the normal acreage has been planted. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending May 3, 1998 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending May 3, 1998 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 1% very short, 
14% short, 65% adequate, 20% surplus. Cool temperatures hampered 
planting, crop growth in some areas. Land preparation for planting 
soybeans, peanuts neared completion. Acreage prepared 86%, 86% 
1997, 87% avg. Corn planted 87%, 90% 1997, 84% avg. Wheat headed 
85%, 90% 1997, 73% avg.; 2% poor, 28% fair, 60% good, 10% 
excellent. Livestock 2% poor, 26% fair, 62% good, 10% excellent. 
Strawberry harvest got underway in several counties in southern areas. 





ALASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4. Fieldwork progress ranged 
from on schedule to 14 days ahead. Barley seeding in Delta area 
scheduled to begin May 5. Local hay supplies were 30% short, 70% 
adequate. Livestock in good to excellent shape. Topsoil 50% short, 45% 
adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil 50% short, 50% adequate. 





ARIZONA: Pasture condition was mixed this month with some areas 
improving but most declining. High elevation pastures were mainly in 
fair to good conditions. Lower elevations were primarily in good 
condition, while mid- elevation pastures ranged between fair, good 
condition. Livestock were reported in fair to good condition. Soil 
moisture was adequate in most areas of the State, while stock water 
was also adequate. Insect damage was minimal. Northern grazing 
conditions in low-elevation pastures were mainly in fair to good condition, 
while high-, mid-elevation pastures were mixed. Cattle were reported 
in fair condition. Stock water supplies were short to adequate, soil 
moisture was adequate. insect damage was light. Conditions in central 
areas have improved over last month. Pockets have received sufficient 
moisture, while other areas have received little. Low- to mid-level 
elevations were mostly in excellent condition. There were no reports 
from high elevations. Livestock conditions were good; stock water, soil 
moisture were both adequate. Insect damage was light. Southern 
grazing conditions in the low-elevation pastures were mostly fair; mid- 
to high-elevation pastures were mostly good. Livestock conditions were 
fair to good. Stock water, soil moisture were both adequate. Insect 
damage was minimal Cotton planting increased last week but is still 
about 1 week behind last year. Cotton condition was reported as 6% 
poor, 24% fair, 54% good, 16% excellent. Alfalfa harvest slowed last 
week. Harvest activity was reported as 39% not being harvested, 9% 
light, 6% moderate, 46% active. Alfalfa condition improved last week. 
Condition was reported as 3% poor, 8% fair, 54% good, and 35% 
excellent. Small grains continued to progress from emerged toward 
headed. As of May 3, 99% was reported as headed. This compares with 
99% 1997, 99% avg. Small grain condition was reported as 3% poor, 
11% fair, 43% good, 43% excellent. Central, western area growers 
continued to harvest vegetables last week. Central area growers began 
harvesting the spring crop of processed potatoes last week. Other 
vegetables shipped from central areas included artichokes, broccoli, 
cabbage, carrots, cilantro, iceberg, romaine lettuce, and parsley. The 
major vegetables harvested by western growers included broccoli, 
cabbage, cauliflower, salad savoy, and spinach. Lettuce shipments 
Continued to include Boston, iceberg, leaf and romaine lettuce. Central, 
western areas harvested citrus in reduced quantities last week. Central 
area groves shipped grapefruit and a small volume of Valencias, while 
western areas shipped Valencias, lemons. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 4. Soil moisture 11% short, 
68% adequate, 21% surplus. Main farming activities: Planting 
soybeans, sorghum, rice, flushing rice fields to obtain stands, scouting 
for disease in wheat, fertilizing pastures. Soybean, sorghum, rice were 
being planted. Several counties reported herbicide applications to rice, 
corn. Fertilizer applications to corn continued in some counties. Wheat 
fields were scouted, some were treated with fungicides, pesticides. Hay 
was being harvested in several counties. Tomatoes were being staked, 
tied, pruned. Peaches were sprayed for disease and/or pests. 
Livestock good condition statewide. Bangs vaccinations, deworming, 





breeding were main cattle activities during the week. Poultry houses 
continued to be cleaned. Alfalfa 2% poor, 12% fair, 81% good, 5% 
excellent. Other hay 1% poor, 24% fair, 65% good, 10% excellent. 
Range, pasture feed 3% poor, 28% fair, 61% good, 8% excellent. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities were in full swing under favorable 
Conditions for most of the week. Late-week rainfall caused minor delays 
in some areas. Wheat was heading and maturing rapidly in most fields. 
Aerial weed treatments were still ongoing in higher elevation wheat 
fields. Some wheat, barley, oat fields were cut for silage in the coastal 
valleys and San Joaquin Valley. Durum wheat grain harvest was 
underway in the Imperial Valley. Corn, cotton, black eye beans and 
safflower were being planted in the Sacramento, San Joaquin Valleys. 
Emerging cotton fields were growing well, som’ were being hand- 
weeded. Old crop sugar beets were harvested, while new crop fields 
were hand-weeded. Sacramento Valley rice fields were burned and 
flooded in preparation for planting. A few rice fields were planted in 
Sutter County. Seed alfalfa was mowed and baled to promote better 
seed production. Alfalfa, small grains, Sudan grass, winter forages 
were cut for hay or green chopped. Grape growers were thinning 
shoots and leaves, applying sulfur for mildew control, irrigating vines, 
spraying or discing weeds. Thinning was also active in apples, apricots, 
plums, nectarines, peaches. Almond orchards were sprayed with 
herbicides. Walnuts were treated for codling moth. Navel orange crop 
harvest was winding down; late varieties were being picked. Valencia 
orange harvest gathered momentum. Lemons, grapefruit were also 
picked. Vegetable fieldwork increased as fields dried. Broccoli, 
Cauliflower were harvested in the coastal valleysand San Joaquin Valley. 
Broccoli harvest was completed in Stanislaus County. Head, leaf lettuce 
harvest was in full swing in central counties. Late spring lettuce was 
weeded, thinned and sprayed to contro! mildew, loopers and aphids. 
Some romaine lettuce fields in the Gilroy-Hollister area were not 
harvested because of poor quality. Asparagus harvesting continued. 
Tomatoes were growing nicely in the southern counties, were 
transplanted in the Sacramento Valley. Garlic, onions were irrigated, 
fertilized in Fresno County. Spring melon harvest progressed in the 
Imperial, Coachella Valleys. Warm weather enhanced the development 
of zucchini. Sweet corn planting progressed in the San Joaquin, 
Sacramento Valleys. Previously planted fields were cultivated for weed 
control, irrigated. Desert area sweet corn was being harvested. Ground 
preparation for potato planting was underway in Siskiyou County. 
Onions were planted in the Tulelake-Butte Valley area and harvested in 
the Imperial-Coachella Valley. Spinach was harvested in the San 
Joaquin Valley. Other crops harvested included potatoes, cilantro, 
parsley, mushrooms, carrots, cabbage, radishes. Pasture, rangeland 
across the State remained in excellent condition. Most counties 
reported rangeland conditions were above normal for this time of year. 
In the northern areas, at higher elevations, grass, other forage species 
were rapidly growing with warm weather, abundant soil moisture. 
Pasture, rangeland at the highest elevations were still under snow cover. 
At lower elevations in the central, southern portions of the State, forage 
species were rapidly maturing, slowly beginning to dry. Forage was 
plentiful, excellent quality. Range animals continued to make good 
weight gains, with calves heavy, cows in very good shape. Sheep were 
grazing seed alfalfa fields in Fresno County, bees were active in citrus 
groves. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 14% very short, 
34% short, 49% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 10% very short, 22% 


short, 65% adequate, 3% surplus. Warmer temperatures with isolated 
rain showers prevailed throughout the week. Spring barley 86% seeded, 
93% 1997, 69% avg.; 55% emerged, 75% 1997, 43% avg.; 2% poor, 
28% fair, 50% good, 20% excellent. Oats 63% seeded, 76% 1997, 61% 
avg.; 31% emerged, 58% 1997, 35% avg. Dry onions 94% planted, 
100% 1997, 86% avg.; 1% poor, 7% fair, 74% good, 18% excellent. 
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Sugar beets 95% planted, 100% 1997, 94% avg. Summer potatoes 
79% planted, 94% 1997, 68% avg.; 7% emerged, 0% 1997, 0% avg. 
Winter wheat 68% jointed, 58% 1997, 37% avg. Spring wheat 63% 
planted, 75% 1997, 45% avg.; 32% emerged, 42% 1997, 25% avg. 
Cows 90% calved, 91% 1997, 90% avg. Ewes 90% lambed, 93% 
1997, 90% avg. Livestock in mostly fair to good condition. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Topsoil 49% adequate, 
51% surplus. Subsoil 100% adequate. Winter wheat 13% fair, 74% 
good, 13% excellent; 16% headed, 8% 1997, 5% avg. Corn for grain 
26% planted, 30% 1997, 30% avg.; beginning to emerge. Barley 18% 
fair, 64% good, 18% excellent; 88% headed, 65% 1997, 64% avg. 
Potatoes 88% planted, 81% 1997, 83% avg. Green peas 81% planted, 
93% 1997, 85% avg. Sweet corn 29% planted, 27% 1997, 30% avg. 
Cucumbers 13% planted, 6% 1997, 3% avg. Cantaloupes 25% planted, 
14% 1997, 6% avg. Snap beans 14% planted, 4% 1997, 4% avg. 
Tomatoes 11% planted, 4% 1997, 6% avg. Watermelons 30% planted, 
14% 1997, 5% avg. Apples 91% bloomed, 84% 1997, 65% avg. 
Strawberries 67% bloomed, 54% 1997, 53% avg. Hay supplies 25% 
short, 75% adequate. Pasture feed 8% fair, 85% good, 7% excellent. 
Activities: Com planting very active, cool, wet weather continues to slow 
growth of recent plantings. Small grain maturity continues ahead of 5- 


year average. 





FLORIDA Scattered rains arrived mid-week, with major stations 
recording from traces to over 1.50 in. Most temperatures averaged 
within a degree of normal. Daytime highs mostly 70's, 80's. Nighttime 
lows mostly 60's, 70's, with Daytona Beach, Jacksonville, Orlando, 
Valparaiso recording at least one low in the 50's. Topsoil moisture 
throughout the State mostly short to adequate, with scattered areas very 
short moisture. Sugarcane growth normal. Cool night temperatures 
delaying development of corn, tobacco. Dry soil conditions starting to 
delay cotton, peanut planting. Field preparation for spring-planted crops 
active. Peanuts planted 19%. Harvesting round tomato varieties began, 
Palmetto-Ruskin. Dade County tomato harvest nears end. Major 
vegetables shipped during week include snap beans, blueberries, 
cabbage, carrots, celery, sweet corn, cucumbers, eggplant, endive, 
escarole, lettuce, okra, parsley, peppers, potatoes, radishes, squash, 
strawberries, tomatoes, watermelons. This week hot, windy, dry, 
growers irrigating. Trees shedding excessive fruit, new growth limited. 
Valencia orange harvest active, most fruit going to processors. 
Grapefruit movement slowing. Temple, Honey tangerine harvests about 
over. Caretakers cutting cover crops, herbiciding, spraying. Pasture 
feed very poor 5%, poor 5%, fair 40%, good 50%. Cattle very poor 5%, 
fair 35%, good 60%. Pastures throughout most of State fair to good 
condition, but rain needed. Central area: permanent pasture condition 
declining due to dry conditions, with some supplemental feeding still 
active,. However, most ponds still very high. Southwest: only few dry 
areas. Cattle condition fair to good statewide. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Soil moisture 1% very 
short, 7% short, 49% adequate, 43% surplus. Corn 6% poor, 29% fair, 
53% good, 12% excellent. Cotton 2% very poor, 7% poor, 46% fair, 
39% good, 6% excellent. Hay 4% poor, 24% fair, 63% good, 9% 
excellent. Peanuts 5% poor, 33% fair, 57% good, 5% excellent. 
Sorghum 1% poor, 24% fair, 70% good, 5% excellent; 12% planted, 
11% 1997, 25% avg. Soybeans 2% planted, 2% 1997, 4% avg. 
Tobacco 2% poor, 31% fair, 49% good, 18% excellent; 80% 
transplanted, 100% 1997, 99% avg. Wheat 100% jointing, 100% 1997, 
100% avg.; 99% boot, 99% 1997, 99% avg. Onions 16% poor, 24% 
fair, 58% good, 2% excellent; 25% harvested, 61% 1997, 29% avg. 
Watermelons 1% very poor, 11% poor, 35% fair, 41% good, 12% 
excellent; 86% planted, 95% 1997, 94% avg. Apples 5% fair, 80% 
good, 15% excellent; 99% blooming, 99% 1997, 99% avg. Peaches 
17% very poor, 18% poor, 28% fair, 24% good, 13% excellent; 0% 
harvested, 2% 1997, 2% avg. Wet weather still hindering field activities. 
Rainfall mainly northern two-thirds of the State, varied. Rain in the 
extreme south helpful. Cool temperatures slowing most crop progress. 
Wet soils, rains causing yellowing, leaching of fertilizers in corn. Wheat 
development accelerated, now comparable with normal. Cool soil 
temperatures hampering peanut, cotton planting. Break in rain, warmer 
Soil temperatures needed. Rain beneficial to peanuts. Some replanting 
and spraying of tobacco. Onion harvest active, getting close to normal. 





Hay harvesting delayed. Activities: Planting corn, cotton, peanuts, 


sorghum. Preparing land, applying herbicides, spraying for diseases. 





HAWAII Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Weather mixed effect on 
agriculture. Showers windward, higher elevations helped. Cool 
temperatures, occasionally gusty winds, partly cloudy skies slowed crop 
progress. Banana harvest active, increased in some areas. Papaya 
progress variable. Major orchards made improve growth. Crop 
progress in other areas slowed by cool temperatures. Watermelon 
harvest expected to increase. Plantings made good progress. Head 
cabbage harvest heavy, good yield, light insect damage. Cucumber 
harvest increased, some wind damage. Tomato harvest active, winds 


hampered crop progress. Onion harvest on Maui active. Good yields, 


bulb sizes. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil 9% surplus, 85% 
adequate, 6% short. Calving is 99% complete, lambing 98%. Above- 
normal temperatures, lack of precipitation speeded planting, emergence. 
Apples in full-bloom, other stone fruits developing normally. Hay, 
roughage supply 16% surplus, 77% adequate, 7% short. Irrigation 
supply 50% excellent, 50% good. Dry peas planted 78%, 1997 24%, 28 
avg.; emerged 21%, 16% 1997, 16% avg. Lentils planted 40%, 14% 
1997, 19% avg.; 5% emerged, 4% 1997, 9% avg. Oats planted 65%, 
46% 1997, 48% avg.; 30% emerged, 20% 1997, 20% avg. ‘Onions 
planted 100%, 100% 1997, 98% avg.; 87% emerged, 93% 1997, 66% 
avg. Corn 52% planted, 21% 1997, 17% avg. Potatoes 34% pianted, 
27% 1997, 33% avg. Barley 32% emerged, 28% 1997, 33% avg.; 3% 
jointed. Spring wheat 45% emerged, 45% 1997, 45% avg.; 5% jointed. 
Winter wheat 57% jointed; 6% booted. Sugar beets 91% planted, 97% 
1997, 94% avg.; 42% emerged, 46% 1997, 38% avg. Activities: 
Planting potatoes, small grains, dry peas, lentils, onions, corn, sugar 
beets, field preparation, fertilizing, weed control, irrigation, branding 
calves, fencing, moving livestock to spring pasture. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.0. Topsoil 34% adequate, 
66% surplus. Early-week corn planting was significant in the central 
portion of the State last week. Farmers in the northernmost, 
southernmost districts have only around 10 percent of their corn 
planted, made little progress last week. All field operations across the 
State were shut down by mid-week as showers and thunderstorms 
erupted, dumping two to three times the normal rainfall nearly 
everywhere. Spotty best describes the planting activity this year as 
some areas have farmers finished with corn planting, starting soybean 
planting, while others are yet to plant their first row of corn. Some 
concerns were expressed regarding the excessive moisture to this point 
on the wheat crop. Activities were limited to early in the week, included 
planting of corn, soybeans, oats, applying fertilizer, herbicides, waiting 
for the rains to go away! Oats 88% planted, 98% 1997, 79% avg. 
Alfalfa hay 1% poor, 10% fair, 68% good, 21% excellent. Alfalfa 0% 1st 
cut, 0% 1997, 0% avg. Soybeans planted 1%, 12% 1997, 3% avg.; 
emerged 0%. Red clover 3% poor, 17% fair, 64% good, 16% excellent. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.6. Topsoil 27% adequate, 
73% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 46% adequate, 53% surplus. 
Continued rainfall on already saturated soil prevented most farmers from 
completing any field activities. Corn planting is currently about 10 days 
behind normal. Winter wheat 96% jointed, 72% 1997, 57% avg. Some 
yellowing of wheat has occurred in the wettest areas, however no major 
damage has been reported. Range, pasture feed 1% poor, 19% fair, 
55% good, 25% excellent. Activities: Planting corn; soybeans, 
spreading fertilizer, applying burn-down herbicide, field preparation, 
caring for livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.8. Topsoil short 1%, adequate 
64%, surplus 35%. Subsoil short 2%, adequate 64%, surplus 34%. 
Dryer weather in many areas of the State allowed farmers to make 
progress in the fields. However, east-central, south-central, 
southeastern area producers still being kept out of their fields by rain. 
1998 row crops primary seedbed preparation completed (includes fall 
tillage) 71%, 79% 1997, 68% avg.; fertilizer application completed 
(includes fall application) 77%, 85% 1997, 73% avg. Corn planted 38%, 
46% 1997, 34% avg. Oats planted 79%, 92% 1997, 77% avg. Oats 
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emerged 27%, 43% 1997, 42% avg. Winter wheat 6% poor, 34% fair, 
50% good, 10% excellent. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 6% poor, 22% 
fair, 56% good, 15% excellent. Feediots still wet, muddy; some cows, 


Calves being moved to pasture. Incidents of scours still present. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.0. Topsoil 8% short, 62% 
adequate, 30% surplus. Subsoil 4% short, 786% adequate, 18% surplus. 
Wheat jointing 94%, 85% 1997, 82% avg. Insect, disease infestations 
were light, with reports of army cutworm, wheat streak mosaic, tanspot, 
speckled leaf blotch. Some areas in the western-third of the State could 
use a good rain. Major field activities were seedbed preparation, 
planting fall crops. Fieldwork was slowed in the eastern two-thirds of the 
State due to spring showers. Pasture feed 4% poor, 19% fair, 62% 
good, 15% excellent. Major livestock activities, moving cattle to 
summer pasture. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.2. Topsoil 17% adequate, 
83% surplus. Subsoil 29% adequate, 71% surplus. Rainfall across the 
State limited farm activities to barn maintenance, machinery preparation, 
purchasing supplies. Few farmers were able to plant on some well- 
drained soils. Tobacco plant size in beds 55% less than 2 in., 30% 2 to 
4 in. and 15% larger than 4 in. Less than 1% of the burley tobacco 
acreage set. Dark type tobacco setting has just begun. Winter wheat 
1% very poor, 9% poor, 37% fair, 43% good, 10% excellent. About 54% 
of the wheat crop headed or heading. Alfalfa weevil varies from non- 
existent on some eastern area farms to moderate infestation on some 
western area farms. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 2% poor, 23% fair, 
58% good, 16% excellent. Hay 2% poor, 25% fair, 58% good, 15% 
excellent. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.5. Soil moisture 1% very 
short, 5% short, 61% adequate, 33% surplus. Corn 4% poor, 17% fair, 
71% good, 8% excellent; 100% emerged, 98% 1997, 94% avg. Cotton 
9% emerged, 5% 1997, 20% avg. Cool wet weather has delayed come 
cotton planting. Hay 15% first cutting, 11% 1997, 12% avg. Rice 3% 
poor, 28% fair, 62% good, 7% excellent; 79% emerged, 62% 1997, 61% 
avg. Rice growers continue planting, fertilizing, applying herbicides. 
Sorghum 27% emerged, 39% 1997, 30% avg. Soybeans 27% planted, 
11% 1997, 8% avg.; 17% emerged, 5% 1997, 3% avg. Spring plowing 
97% plowing, 80% 1997, 87% avg. Sugarcane 3% poor, 18% fair, 55% 
good, 24% excellent. Sweet potatoes 2% planted, 3% 1997, 3% avg. 
Wheat 1% very poor, 7% poor, 32% fair, 56% good, 4% excellent; 100% 
headed, 99% 1997, 94% avg.; 61% turning color, 34% 1997, 29% avg. 
Livestock 5% poor, 28% fair, 58% good, 9% excellent. Vegetables 6% 
poor, 34% fair, 54% good, 6% excellent. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Subsoil 2% short, 88% 
adequate, 10% surplus. Topsoil 5% short, 77% adequate, 18% surplus. 
Winter wheat 2% very poor, 5% poor, 19% fair, 59% good, 15% 
excellent, 20% headed, 16% 1997, 12% avg. Barley 3% very poor, 5% 
poor, 13% fair, 54% good, 25% excellent; 93% headed, 55% 1997, 60% 
avg. Rye 2% poor, 10% fair, 69% good, 19% excellent; 70% headed, 
56% 1997, 44% avg. Field corn 41% planted, 32% 1997, 32% avg. 
Sweet corn 33% planted, 33% 1997, 31% avg. Green peas 88% 
planted, 91% 1997, 81% avg. Tomatoes 45% planted, 54% 1997, 47% 
avg. Cantaloupes 16% planted, 36% 1997, 34% avg. Watermeions 
15% planted, 14% 1997, 22% avg. Snap beans 10% planted, 8% 1997, 
29% avg. Apples 94% bloomed, 66% 1997, 57% avg. Strawberries 
65% bloomed, 57% 1997, 54% avg. Pasture 1% very poor, 2% poor, 
10% fair, 58% good, 29% excellent. Hay supplies 28% very short, 24% 
short, 56% adequate. Activities: Lots of field preparation work, corn 
planting continued, cool weather continued to slow growth of recent 
plantings. Small grain maturity continues well ahead of 5 year average. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 3% very short, 
13% short, 64% adequate, 20% surplus. Subsoil 2% very short, 14% 
short, 71% adequate, 13% surplus. Barley planted 80%,68% 1997, 
30% avg. Potatoes planted 56%, 51% 1997, 18% avg. Sugarbeet 
planting was completed. Asparagus harvested 6%, 1% 1997, 1% avg. 
Frost, freezes occurred on 27th, 28th nights, when fruit bud damage 
occurred in low-lying area, areas not protected by wind. Rain arrived on 
the ist in the Lower Peninsula, bringing planting to a halt. Soil 





temperatures have been about 3 weeks ahead of normal, stimulating 
earlier weed as well as crop growth. Nitrogen applications have lagged 
behind plant growth, due to the warm weather, an advanced spring, 
Carrot, celery, cucumber, onion, sweet corn were planted. Asparagus 
harvest continued in the southwest, west-central regions. Apples were 


in full bloom across south, open cluster in north. Concord grapes had 


1- to 6-inch shoots. Sweet cherries were in petal fall, while tart cherries 


began blooming in the Northwest. Peaches were at petal fall to shuck 
split. Plums were in petal fall. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil 5% very short, 
26% short, 67% adequate, 2% surplus. Corn 92% ground prepared, 
69% 1997, 40% avg.; 81% planted, 52% 1997, 26% avg. Soybeans 
44% ground prepared, 20% 1997, 9% avg.; 15% planted, 3% 1997, 2% 
avg. Spring wheat 71% planted, 9% 1997, 24% avg.; 19% emerged, 
1% 1997, 4% avg. Oats 84% planted, 55% 1997, 48% avg.; 35% 
emerged, 8% 1997, 10% avg. Barley 65% planted, 7% 1997,19% avg.; 
13% emerged, 1%1997, 2% avg. Sugar beets 97% planted, 27% 
1997, 29% avg. Green peas 55% planted, 35% 1997, 27% avg. 
Potatoes 52% planted, 25% 1997,16% avg. Sweetcorn 21% planted, 
10% 1997, 7% avg. Dry edible beans 11% planted, 1% 1997, 1% avg. 
Flax 12% planted, 0% 1997, 1% avg. Winter wheat 2% poor, 14% fair, 
76% good, 8% excellent. Alfalfa 4% poor, 23% fair, 58% good, 15% 
excellent. Rye 1% poor, 31% fair, 54% good, 14% excellent. Pasture 
feed 1% very poor, 10% poor, 33% fair, 49% good, 7% excellent. With 
little precipitation for the last 2 weeks over the majority of the State, 
spring fieldwork has been rapidly progressing. This is the greatest 
percentage of corn planted this early in the season in records dating 
from 1956. Since it is still early for planting soybeans, along with the 
decrease in topsoil moisture conditions, some farmers have held back 
on starting to plant soybeans. Much of the State would welcome some 
moisture since the average weekly precipitation for the State has been 
below normal since the first week in April. At the same time, 
temperatures have been above normal since the middle of March. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.0. Soil moisture 1% short, 
43% adequate, 56% surplus. Corn 84% planted, 98% 1997, 87% avg.; 
77% emerged, 87% 1997, 72% avg.; 1% very poor, 5% poor, 27% fair, 
56% good, 11% excellent. Rice 77% planted, 83% 1997, 70% avg.; 
42% emerged, 35% 1997, 45% avg.; 1% very poor, 2% poor, 32% fair, 
59% good, 6% excelient. Soybeans 28% planted, 23% 1997, 20% avg.; 
17% emerged, NA% 1997, NA avg. Peanuts 3% planted, 8% 1997, 
40% avg. Sweet potatoes 1% planted, 10% 1997, 10% avg. Hay 12% 
harvested (cool season), NA 1997, NA avg. Wheat 100% jointing, 
100% 1997, 99% avg.; 73% heading, 98% 1997, 84% avg.; 2% very 
poor, 5% poor, 35% fair, 47% good, 11% excellent. Watermelons 37% 
planted, 83% 1997, 77% avg.; 4% poor, 42% fair, 49% good, 5% 
excellent. Blueberries 4% very poor, 10% poor, 27% fair, 46% good, 
13% excellent. Cattle 4% poor, 23% fair, 57% good, 16% excellent. 
Pasture feed 1% very poor, 6% poor, 24% fair, 55% good, 14% 
excellent. Activities: Rainfall delayed fieldwork across the State. 
Farmers were busy planting field crops, where conditions allowed. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.6. Topsoil 46% adequate, 
54% surplus. Wet weather moved across the State for the majority of 
the week. Corn planting most advanced in the southwest, southeast 
districts at about 85%, while north-central, northeast are least advanced 
at 17%, 6%, respectively. Wheat heading is most advanced in the 
southeast district at 81%, while heading is barely begun in northern two- 
thirds of State. Oats sown 77%, 94% 1997, 85% avg. Ground-tilled for 
spring crops 67%, 72% 1997, 76% avg. Precipitation for the past 
week's average 2.05 inches, varying from 1.17 in. southwest to 4.58 in. 
in the southeast district. Precipitation for month of April average 4.19 
in., compared with the 30-year average of 3.80 in. Pasture feed 2% 
poor, 19% fair, 67% good, 12% excellent. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil 14% very short, 
38% short, 47% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 16% very short, 36% 
short, 48% adequate. Many counties reporting extremely dry conditions. 
Oats seeded 42%, 17% 1997, 30% avg.; emerged 12%, 3% 1997, 5% 
average. Corn seeded 33%, 6% 1997, 22% avg.; emerged 6%, 0% 
1997, 2% avg. Sugar beets seeded 96%, 75% 1997, 69% avg.; 
emerged 49%, 7% 1997, 11% avg. Potatoes planted 9%, 2% 1997, 6% 
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avg. Dry beans seeded 3%, 0% 1997, 4% avg. Calving is 94% 
complete, lambing is 82% complete. Cattle moved to summer ranges 
26%, sheep moved 23%. 





NEBRASKA: Day suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Topsoil 2% very short, 
13% short, 80% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 9% 
short, 86% adequate, 4% surplus. Fieldwork activities were in full swing 
last week, with corn producers mak:ig excellent planting progress. 
Moisture supplies in northwestern, southwestern counties were 
beginning to become a concern with wheat fields, pastures needing rain 
to promote growth. Winter wheat 1% very poor, 8% poor, 30% fair, 
51% good, 10% excellent; 29% jointed, 15% 1997, 31% avg.; army 
cutworms Panhandie, southwestern counties. Corn 43% planted, 27% 
1997, 26% avg. Oats 98% seeded, 85% 1997, 84% avg. Alfalfa 2% 
poor, 20% fair, 64% good, 14% excellent; army cutworms in many 
portions of the State. Pasture feed 6% poor, 24% fair, 59% good, 11% 
excellent. Calving 95% complete; some cattle moving to pastures. 
Activities: Oats seeding, spring tillage, fertilizer application, equipment 
preparation, grain marketing, livestock care. 





NEVADA: Warmer, Spring like weather predominant. Soil moisture, 
irrigation water supplies remained excellent following several months of 
above-normal precipitation. Water content of the Sierra snowpack much 
above normal. Insects beginning to appear northwest. Irrigation 
underway south, getting underway western areas. Spring grain planting 
advancing. Potato planting underway Humboldt County. Pastures were 
being dragged, fertilizer applied northeast. Cultivating for weed control 
underway south. Calving, lambing continued, well along. Branding, 
shearing continued. Main farm, ranch activities: Field preparation, 
fertilizing, planting, working livestock, shearing. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil 14% short, 
77% adequate, 8% surplus. Subsoil 24% short, 63% adequate, 13% 
surplus. Pasture feed 19% fair, 70% good, 11% excellent. Maine 
potatoes <5% planted, 0% 1997, 0% average; condition good. 
Massachusetts potatoes 75% planted, 20% 1997, 20% average; 
condition good. Rhode Island potatoes 0% planted, 30% 1997, 20% 
average; condition good. Oats in Maine 5% planted, 0% 1997, 0% 
avg.; condition good. Barley in Maine 5% planted, 0% 1997, 0% 
average; condition good. Field corn <5% planted, <5% 1997, <5% avq.; 
condition good. Sweet corn 10% planted, 10% 1997, 10% average; 
condition good. First cut hay 0% harvested, 0% 1997, 0% average; 
condition good. Apples early bloom condition good. Peaches full-bloom 
condition good. Pears full bloom condition good. Strawberries bud 
stage/dormant condition good. Cranberries dormant condition good. 
Highbush blueberries bud stage/early bloom condition good. Wild 
blueberries bud stage condition good. Most crops, field progressed up 
to 2 weeks ahead of schedule. Pastures greening up. Major farm 
activities: Plowing, fertilizing fields, also liming well- drained soils; caring 
for livestock. Application of dormant oils, pre-emergence herbicides to 
fruit crops. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Farmers are busy 
planting, harvesting, tilling, implementing pest control measures, 
spreading fertilizer, lime. Farmers are planting snap beans, sweet corn, 
peppers, squash, pickles, endive, escarole, tomatoes. Harvesting of 
Swiss chard, asparagus, arugula, radishes, kale, parsley, cilantro, 
herbs, spinach, leeks occurring. Light, increasing harvest of lettuce 
(Boston, bibb, romaine) reported. Peaches are nearing the end of the 
shuck split stage, with some starting to size. Apples are starting to set. 
Blueberries, strawberries are blooming. Some harvesting of 
Strawberries that are under plastic reported. Wheat, rye are heading up. 
— are planting field corn. Pastures are in good to excellent 
condition. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil moisture 11% 
very short 28% short 61% adequate. Week ended with warm to hot 
weather after experiencing temperatures wellbelow normal the first part 
of the week. Winter wheat 4% poor, 50% fair, 44% good, 2% excellent; 
29% headed, 21% 1997, 25% average. Cotton plantings moved closer 
to normal as temperatures increased; 54% planted, 64% 1997, 59% 





avg.; 55% fair, 41% good, 4% excellent. Corn 20% fair, 74% good, 
6% excellent, 54% planted, 49% 1997; 7% emerged. Alfalfa 1st cutting 
continued in the south as northern, eastern producers prepared to begin 
Cutting the last half of the month. By the end of last week 14% of the 
first cut was completed statewide, 9% 1997; 1% very poor, 4% poor, 
33% fair, 53% good, 9% excellent. Chile producers finished planting last 
week, the crop condition was 4% poor, 23% fair, 51% good, 22% 
excellent. Lettuce harvest began last week, 3% harvested; 1% fair, 30% 
good, 69% excellent. Onion condition was good to excellent. Apples 
good condition with an average fruit set. Pecans were in good to 
excellent condition, with an average to heavy nut set. Cattle, sheep 
were mostly in fair to good condition. Pasture feed, range 2% very poor, 
8% poor, 37% fair, 51% good, 2% excellent. 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Soil moisture 21% 
short, 66% adequate, 13% surplus. Pasture feed 8% poor, 17% fair, 
66% good, 9% excellent. Wheat 88% good, 12% excellent. Oats 66% 
seeded, 26% 1997, 25% avg. Corn 10% planted, 4% 1997, 3% avg. 
Upstate potato planting continued, Long Island potatoes began to 
emerge. Soybean planting underway. Frost damaged fruit in Lake 
Ontario region. Hudson Valley apples in full bloom. Grapes in Finger 
Lakes area at late bud swell to bud burst. Onion planting nearing 
completion. Rain needed to prevent wind erosion, plant damage. Early 
strawberry season expected. Snap bean, sweet corn planting gained 
momentum. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.7. Soil moisture is 
rated 4% short, 57% adequate, 39% surplus. Rainfall continued, 
farmers made good progress in planting crops. However, planting 
progress remains behind the 5-year average for most crops, especially 
corn,which lags by about 15%. Activities included: Planting corn, 
cotton, peanuts, sorghum, soybeans; transplanting flue-cured tobacco; 
tending tobacco beds; tending livestock; repairing equipment. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days were suitable for fieldwork 6. Warm, dry 
weather last week allowed producers to accelerate planting well ahead 
of the 5-year average, also depleted soil moisture supplies. Increasingly 
dry conditions have producers worried about the hay crop as slightly 
more than one-third of the State short to very short on topsoil moisture. 
Statewide, operators were busy applying anhydrous, spreading granular 
herbicides, performing tillage operations. Substantial progress was 
made on both small grain, late season crop planting during the week. 
Plantings of all crops progressed well ahead of average, last year. 
Durum wheat was 18% planted, 3% 1997, 8% avg. Canola 33% 
planted, 2% 1997. Corn 39% planted, 4% 1997, 4% avg. Flaxseed 
19% planted, 0% 1997, 1% avg. Potatoes 22% planted, 0% 1997, 4% 
avg. Soybeans 3% planted, 0% 1997, 0% avg. Sugar beets 96% 
planted, 20% 1997, 30% avg. Rain is needed on pastures in many areas 
as cattle are being turned out. Supplemental feeds were fed to 59% of 
the cattle, 57% of the sheep. Calving 93% complete, while lambing was 
89% complete. Hay, roughage supplies 1% very short, 6% short, 90% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Grain, concentrates were 4% short, 91% 
adequate, 5% surplus. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.9. Topsoil 31% adequate, 69% 
surplus. Corn planted a little over 8 days behind avg.; emerged tied with 
avg. Soybeans 3% planted, 27% 1997, 8% avg. Winter wheat 85% 
jointed, 41% 1997, 33% avg. Oats planted 9 days ahead of avg.; 60% 
emerged, 52% 1997, 34% avg. Potatoes 31% planted, 47% 1997, 33% 
avg. Tobacco beds 99% seeded, 97% 1997; 88% plants up. Apples 
98% full bloom. Peaches 92% full bloom. Hay 1% poor, 12% fair, 55% 
good, 32% excellent. Apples 1% poor, 15% fair, 60% good, 24% 
excellent. Peaches 1% very poor, 2% poor, 17% fair, 57% good, 23% 
excellent. Activities: Applying fertilizer, manure, anhydrous ammonia, 
lime; plowing, discing, chiseling; spraying herbicides, fungicides; buying 
seed, selling 1997 grain; seeding grass, alfalfa; setting tomatoes; 
pasture clipping; tree trimming; green chopping rye; repairing, preparing 
machinery for planting; installing, fixing tile; mushroom, turkey hunting; 
watching the ducks, dodging the rain drops. Northern part, growers are 
planting sweet corn, vegetables, cabbage. Southern part, growers are 
planting sweet corn, maintaining tobacco float beds. 
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OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.9. Topsoil 1% very short, 
18% short, 71% adequate, 10% surplus. Subsoil 6% short, 91% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Cool nighttime temperatures combined with 
early-week rain aided wheat head development. Oats 76% jointing, 80% 
1997, 66% avg.; 46% heading, 50% 1997, 26% avg. Corn 80% 
planted, 31% 1997, 66% avg.; 27% up-to-stand, 19% 1997, 40% avg. 
Sorghum 47% seedbed prepared, 38% 1997, 47% avg.; 1% up-to 
stand, 3% 1997, 3% avg. Soybeans 62% seedbed prepared, 78% 
1997, 65% avg.; 22% planted, 18% 1997, 19% avg.; 6% up-to-stand, 
9% 1997, 7% avg. Peanuts 81% seedbed prepared, 71% 1997, 72% 
avg. Cotton 76% seedbed prepared, 72% 1997, 72% avg. Alfalfa hay 
38% ist cutting, 9% 1997, 16% avg. Other hay 6% ist cutting, 4% 
1997, 21% avg. Livestock 1% poor, 19% fair, 77% good, 3% excellent. 
Feeder steer prices down 75 cents per cwt from preceding week. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil 6% short, 87% 
adequate, 7% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 90% adequate, 9% surplus. 
Winter wheat 4% fair, 45% good, 51% excellent. Barley planted 79%, 
80% 1997, 69% avg. Spring wheat planted 96%. Activities: Western 
growers finishing up small grain planting. Field crops looked good, 
responding to spray, fertilizer applications. Warmer temperatures good 
for hay. Field preparations underway for grass seed. Mint flaming 
continued. Eastern growers continued grain seeding continued, barley, 
spring wheat mostly planted. Alfalfa hay looks good. Sugar beet 
planting near completion; some replanting being done due to freeze 
damage. Nurseries over the peak shipping period, planting field, 
container stock. Greenhouses busy supplying local garden centers with 
bedding plants. Christmas tree growers checking closer than normal for 
insects due to mild winter. Onion, potato planting in full swing on east 
side. Early potatoes emerging in northeast, asparagus harvest peaking. 
Malheur County reported sweet corn planting started. Willamette Valley 
growers busy planting sweet corn, green bean, tomatoes for processors. 
All cool weather fresh market vegetables crops being planted. Onion 
planting proceeding in North Willamette Valley, rnubarb harvest well 
advanced. Willamette Valley strawberries blooming, caneberries 
nearing bloom. Warm weather optimal for bee pollination, advanced 
development of fruit already set. Flailing hazelnut orchards underway. 
Walnuts started to leaf out. Rogue River Valley bosc pears at full 
bloom, some pear, apple scab beginning to show up. South coast 
cranberry growth ranged from early shoot to a few hooks, blueberry 
bloom continued. Hood River Valley pears at petal fall in lower valley, at 
full bloom in upper valley. Apple bloom trailing off, cherry bloom 
completed. Milton-Freewater apples in petal fall. Livestock rated mostly 
good to excellent. Some supplemental feeding continued in eastern, 
southern counties. Cattle movement to spring pastures, ranges 
continued. Most calving finished in Willamette Valley. Sheep shearing 
started in Rogue River Valley. Grass growth good under warmer 
conditions. Some irrigation started in Klamath Basin, northeast. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.5. Soil moisture 2% 
short, 70% adequate, 28% surplus. Spring plowing 70% complete, 1% 
ahead of 1997, 26% ahead of avg. Activities included: Planting small 
grains; spreading lime; plowing fields; harvesting, chopping ryelage; 
machinery maintenance; hauling manure; caring for livestock. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Soil moisture 
58% adequate, 42% surplus. Apples 100% blooming, 84% 1997; 100% 
good. Barley 80% headed, 88% 1997, 1% poor, 25% fair, 31% good, 
43% excellent. Cantaloupes 89% planted, 96% 1997, 85% avg.; 15% 
poor, 20% fair, 58% good, 7% excellent. Corn 95% planted, 99% 1997, 
97% avg.; 81% emerged; 2% very poor, 4% poor, 23% fair, 63% good, 
8% excellent. Cucumbers 74% planted, 99% 1997, 82% avg.; 2% poor, 
48% fair, 38% good, 12% excellent. Hay 32% harvested, 46% 1997, 
40% avg.; 2% poor, 28% fair, 59% good, 11% excellent. Oats 89% 
headed, 97% 1997, 85% avg.; 1% very poor, 3% poor, 30% fair, 52% 
good, 14% excellent. Peaches 2% very poor, 4% poor, 31% fair, 50% 
good, 13% excellent. Rye 92% headed, 91% 1997, 21% turned color, 
31% 1997, 24% avg.; 1% very poor, 5% poor, 37% fair, 49% good, 8% 
excellent. Snap beans 70% planted, 83% 1997, 69% avg.; 32% fair, 
65% good, 3% excellent. Sorghum 26% planted, 30% 1997, 18% avg.; 
10% poor, 35% fair, 35% good, 20% excellent. Tobacco 95% 
transplanted, 91% 1997, 88% avg.; 1% poor, 26% fair, 70% good, 3% 
excellent. Tomatoes 82% planted, 91% 1997, 96% avg.; 16% fair, 35% 





good, 49% excellent. Watermelons 94% planted, 100% 1997, 88% 
avg.; 2% very poor, 3% poor, 35% fair, 53% good, 7% excellent. Winter 
wheat 88% headed, 96% 1997, 84% avg.; 1% very poor, 11% poor, 
40% fair, 43% good, 5% excellent. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2. Topsoil 1% very 
short, 8% short, 69% adequate, 22% surplus. Subsoil 6% short, 70% 
adequate, 24% surplus. Major activities include seeding small grains, 
tillage for row crop planting, calving, lambing, general maintenance. 
Small grain seeding is well ahead of the 5-year average. However, 4 out 
of the last 5 years have been late. Winter wheat 9% fair. 61% good, 
30% excellent. Spring wheat 1% poor, 16% fair, 63% good, 20% 
excellent. Barley 1% poor, 19% fair, 57% good, 23% excellent. Oats 
1% poor, 15% fair, 65% good, 19% excellent. Alfalfa 2% poor, 18% fair, 
59% good, 21% excellent. Livestock 1% poor, 6% fair, 65% good, 28% 
excellent. Lambing 83% complete, 76% 1997. calving 83% complete, 
80% 1997. Producers have moved 42% of the cattle to pasture. Feed 
supplies 5% short, 84% adequate, 11% surplus. Stock water supplies 
1% short, 79% adequate, 20% surplus. Range, pasture feed 1% very 
poor, 2% poor, 15% fair, 65% good, 17% excellent. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.0. Topsoil 33% adequate, 
67% surplus. Subsoil 44% adequate, 56% surplus. Corn 69% planted, 
76% 1997, 72% avg.; 46% emerged. Tobacco plants up 97% , 98% 
1997, 95% avg.; tobacco 2% transplanted, 4% 1997, 5% avg. Wheat 
85% headed, 70% 1997, 58% avg.; 4% very poor, 10% poor, 28% fair, 
49% good, 9% excellent. Alfalfa 1st cutting 2%, 4% 1997, 6% avg.; 
alfalfa 4% poor, 24% fair, 55% good, 17% excellent. Pastures feed 3% 
poor, 18% fair, 59% good, 20% excellent. Cattle 3% poor, 18% fair, 
62% good, 17% excellent. Strawberries 3% poor, 28% fair, 57% good, 
12% excellent. Rain, scattered hail received throughout the week 
slowed various field activities, caused some damage, limited flash 
flooding. Lack of sunshine, below-normal temperatures promoted 
disease, growth problems with corn, tobacco. Wheat producers 
continue to report crop improvement. Pastures responded well to the 
moisture received. 





TEXAS: Warm days, cool nights along with scattered showers 
dominated theweather last week. Early-week rain showers in the High 
Plains beneficial. However, hail did some damage to young crops. 
Much-needed rain fell in the North Central early week. Daytime heating 
helped spawn scattered thunderstorms late week in the Hill Country, 
parts of Blacklands. Crops need good rain in most of the Central, 
Southern areas. Livestock conditions remained good across State. 
Warm-season grasses continued green up most areas. 

Crops: Corn planting continued in High Plains, emergence slowed 
by cool soil temperatures. Growth continued good in Blacklands. 
However, rain needed very soon. Drying winds caused decline in 
condition in many Central fields. Dryland fields in the South, the Rio 
Grande Valley beginning to silk, rain very much needed. A shortage of 
irrigation water in Valley has left many irrigated fields also short of 
needed moisture. Corn condition 75% normal, 77% 1997. Cotton 
planting getting underway in Plains. However, cool nighttime 
temperatures kept progress to minimum until soils warm up. Planting 
increased in Blacklands. Growth in the early-planted fields good in the 
Central, along Upper Coast. However, rain will be needed very soon. 
Plants squaring in the Coastal Bend, Rio Grande Valley, where soil 
moisture has become short in most fields. 2% squaring, 0% 1997, 1% 
avg. Grain sorghum planting should begin soon in the Plains as soil 
temperatures warm up. Planting north-central slowed due to dry soil 
condition. Planting activity winding down in the Blacklands, with 
Cultivation activity making progress. Fields in the Central doing good so 
far. However, rain will be needed soon. Grain sorghum 69% normal, 
80% 1997. Peanuts planting activity slowly increased north-central. 
Land preparations continued in hte south-central, with some scattered 
plantings reported. Planting conditions are dry. Rice producers 
spraying for weeds some fields. Flushing most fields continued to 
improve stands. Planting activity winding down in most areas. Rice 
85% normal, 73% 1997. Soybeans planting getting underway in a few 
fields in the High Plains. Stands improved during the week in northern 
Blacklands. Fields along Upper Coast continued to look good, with 
planting still going on. Small grains fields in most areas need good rain. 
Many fields in the north-central continued to be grazed out. Fields 
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beginning to turn color in the Blacklands. Rain would help fill heads. 
Fields rapidly dried down in the Central as harvest nears. Harvest got 
underway in the Coastal Bend, south. Other Crops: Sunflowers 20% 
planted, 8% 1997, 11% avg. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, vegetable harvest 
continued without delay. A shortage of irrigation water left some crops 
stressed for moisture. San Antonio- Winter Garden, harvest of onions, 
carrots, cabbage continued during the week. Melons being irrigated. 
Potato harvest continued. East, planting continued. Watermelons 
watered, progress good. High Plains, potatoes, onions continued to 
make good progress. Trans Pecos, cantaloups up, making good 
progress. Chilies continued to make good progress. Pecan trees in 
pollination stage in many Blackland, Central groves last week. 
Development been good. Zinc applications continued in some areas. 
Producers scouting for casebearers central, southern areas. Peaches 
in Hill Country crop continued to make good progress. Trees setting 
fruit in the East. 

Bange and Livestock: Scattered rain showers helped warm-season 
grasses in many areas. Cattle continued to show good body condition 
in most areas. Supplemental feeding activity increased in the South due 
to declining pasture conditions. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Topsoil 5% short, 91% 
adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 3% short, 80% adequate, 17% surplus. 
Pasture feed, range 27% fair, 60% good, 13% excellent. Cattle/calves 
1% poor, 16% fair, 67% good, 16% excellent. Sheep 9% fair, 76% 
good, 15% excellent. Spring wheat planted 97%, 89% 1997, 90% avg.; 
emerged 68%, 67% 1997, 64% avg. Barley planted 93%, 89% 1997, 
88% avg.; emerged 60%, 68% 1997, 63% avg. Oats planted 58%, 62% 
1997, 59% avg.; emerged 26%, 33% 1997, 33% avg. Corn planted 9%, 
25% 1997, 25% avg. Potatoes planted 6%, 32% 1997. Alfalfa height 
7.5 in., 7 in. 1997. Apples full bloom or past 74%, 18% 1997, 28% avg. 
Pears full bloom or past 97%, 69% 1997. Sweet cherries full bloom or 
past 100%, 59% 1997. Tart cherries full bloom or past 89%, 40% 1997. 
Ewes lambed on range 78%, 71% 1997, 76% avg. Sheep sheared on 
range 85%, 83% 1997, 81% avg. Major farm, ranch activities: Ground 
preparation, planting corn, branding or marking livestock. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.1. Topsoil 65% adequate, 
35% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 76% adequate, 23% surplus. Corn 
42% planted, 34% 1997, 41% avg.; 15% emerged; 2% poor, 30% fair, 
58% good, 10% excellent. Cotton 22% planted, 18% 1997, 40% avg. 
Peanuts 13% planted, 18% 1997, 21% avg. Soybeans 1% planted, 2% 
1997, 3% avg. Flue-cured tobacco 4% transplanted, 1% 1997, 8% avg. 
Tobacco greenhouses 1% fair, 28% good, 71% excellent. Tobacco 
plantbeds 1% very poor, 11% poor, 42% fair, 32% good, 14% excellent. 
Winter wheat 4% poor, 26% fair, 58% good, 12% excellent. Barley 3% 
poor, 28% fair, 54% good, 15% excellent. Summer potatoes 2% poor, 
30% fair, 53% good, 15% excellent. Apples 5% fair, 67% good, 28% 
excellent. Peaches 35% fair, 60% good, 5% excellent. Pasture feed 1% 
poor, 9% fair, 66% good, 24% excellent. Alfalfa 9% fair, 55% good, 
36% excellent. Other hay 16% fair, 56% good, 28% excellent. Open 
weather earlylast week allowed producers to make progress in the field. 
By the end of the week, widespread rains brought most field activities to 
a standstill across most of the State. Light to heavy frost the mornings 
of the 28th, 29th was reported by some northern, Piedmont localities. 
Some corn- producing areas are a week or two behind in planting due 
to extreme wet conditions. Although corn planting progress is ahead of 
last year, slightly ahead of the 5-year average, producers are usually 
well over half way complete by this date during a good year. Producers 
continue to scout, treat small grains for cereal leaf beatles as they 
anticipate an early crop this season. Producers are optimistic of an 
abundant hay supply this year based on initial cuttings. Some hay with 
excellent growth remained unharvested due to rainfall and muddy field 
conditions. Hay harvest is running up to 2 weeks ahead of schedule in 
some localities due to rapid growth. Hail damage to tobacco plantbeds 
was reported in isolated Southwestern localities. Burley producers are 
also concerned with over maturing and yellowing tobacco plants as they 
are unable to transplant due to muddy field conditions. Thinning is 
necessary in apples and some peaches due to heavy fruit set. Other 
farming activities included vegetable planting in drier localities, land 
preparation for tobacco, bedding sweet potatoes, fence repairing, 
working cattle. 








WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil 2% very 
short, 16% short, 80% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 14% short, 83% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Warm, dry weather continued to expedite 
fieldwork, spring crop emergence. Winter wheat, dryland 3% very poor, 
3% poor, 13% fair, 60% good, 21% excellent; irrigated 60% good, 40% 
excellent. Spring wheat 95% planted, 78% 1997, 74% avg.; 80% 
emerged, 53% 1997, 56% avg. Spring wheat dryland 30% fair, 68% 
good, 2% excellent; irrigated 60% good, 40% excellent. Barley 91% 
planted, 68% 1997, 67% avg.; 65% emerged, 30% 1997, 44% avg. 
Warm, dry weather began to stress some winter wheat fields, spring 
crops, which had adequate subsoil moisture, flourished with the good 
weather. Potatoes 85% planted, 87% 1997, 78% avg.; 46% emerged, 
43% 1997, 29% avg. Hay, other roughage supplies, 8% short, 52% 
adequate, 40% surplus. Range, pasture feed 5% poor, 5% fair, 50% 
good, 40% excellent. Most pastures began to show excellent growth. 
Apples were in full bloom, blossom thinning was in progress. Warm 
weather improved conditions for blossom thinning, also increased 
concerns over fire blight infection in apples, pears. Vegetable planting 
continued, aided by the dry weather. Truck gardeners were setting 
vegetable transplants, irrigating fields. Asparagus harvest increased 
with the warm weather. 





WEST VIRGINIA _sDays suitable for fieldwork 3.2. Topsoil 64% 
adequate, 36% surplus. Planting progress was slow for most crops as 
rainy conditions moved across the State. Warmer weather are needed 
to promote germination of early-seeded crops. Wheat 4% fair, 69% 
good, 27% excellent; headed 29%, 0% 1997. Apple 80% fair, 20% 
good. Peach 82% fair, 18% good. Hay 4% poor, 30% fair, 59% good, 
7% excellent. Intended acreage prepared for spring planting 62%, 78% 
1997, 67% avg. Corn planted 13%, 22% 1997, 27% avg. Oats planted 
53%, 76% 1997, 75% avg.; emerged 22%, 45% 1997, 45% avg. 

planted 0%, 3% 1997, 5% avg. Tobacco beds seeded 98%, 
99% 1997, 99% avg. Tobacco beds emerged 58%, 95% 1997, 91% 
avg. Cattle 1% poor, 18% fair, 74% good, 7% excellent; 93% calved. 
Sheep 29% fair, 68% good, 2% excellent; 93% lambed. Hay, roughage 
supplies 3% very short, 9% short, 84% adequate, 4% surplus. Feed 
grain supplies 1% very short, 3% short, 96% adequate. Activities: Field 
preparation, planting corn and oats, seeding tobacco beds; calving, 
lambing, meadows and pastures, general maintenance. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Spring tillage 62% 
complete, 53% 1997, 34% avg. Dry conditions across much of 
Wisconsin aided plowing, planting. Last week, farmers had almost a full 
day more for fieldwork than the previous week. The lack of rain has 
impacted soil moisture levels, pasture conditions. Soil moisture 27% 
short, 61% adequate, 12% surplus. Driest region of the State was the 
northeast district, where only 1.8 inches of rain has fallen since March 
30th, 1.3 inches below normal. Rainfall in the southern two-thirds of 
State has been above normal. Pasture feed 9% poor, 21% fair, 51% 
good, 19% excellent. Potato growers have finished planting in Dunn 
County, were winding down in Portage, Waushara Counties. Sweet 
com was being planted in Wood County. Strawberries have started to 
blossom in Columbia County, tobacco beds have been planted in Vernon 
County. Other farm activities included application of anhydrous 
ammonia, other fertilizer. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil 42% short, 57% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Winter wheat 15% fair, 51% good, 34% 
excellent; jointed 4%, 0% 1997, 0% avg. Barley seeded 80%, 80% 
1997, 79% avg. Oats seeded 48%, 50% 1997, 52% avg. Spring wheat 
seeded 73%, 41% 1997, 45% avg. Sugar beets 95% planted, 92% 
1997, 84% avg. Corn planted 40%, 22% 1997, 26% avg. Range, 
pasture feed 20% fair, 64% good, 16% excellent. Spring calves born 
92%, 93% 1997, 93% avg. Farm flock sheep shorn 97%, 90% 1997, 
95% avg. Range flock ewes lambed 34%, 41% 1997, 36% avg. Range 
flock sheep shorn 76%, 68% 1997, 74% avg. Cattle 10% fair, 73% 
good, 17% excellent. Calf 7% fair, 75% good, 18% excellent. Sheep 
2% fair, 86% good, 12% excellent. Lamb 3% fair, 85% good, 12% 
excellent. Mild, dry weather pattern continued. Topsoil moisture 
supplies began to drop. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Warm, dry weather favored spring grain planting in 
Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, and the Baltics. 


EUROPE: Rain slowed planting activities in the west and improved 
moisture conditions for crops in the southeast. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Showers continued to stabilize growing 
conditions for winter grains in Algeria and Tunisia, but arrived too late to 
significantly improve yield prospects. 


AUSTRALIA: Drier weather encouraged widespread winter grain 
plantings. 


CANADA: Lingering winter cold restricted crop progress. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Conditions favored late corn development despite 
localized, patchy frost. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Drought continued across the eastern Philippines, 
and warm weather reduced moisture supplies in Thailand and southern 
Vietnam. 


EASTERN ASIA: Unseasonably heavy rain benefited winter grains 
approaching reproduction and germinating summer crops across north-central 
China and southern Manchuria. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Showers slowed summer crop harvesting in central 
Argentina and southern Brazil. 


MEXICO: Seasonably dry weather prevailed across most of Mexico. 
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Frequent showers fell from northern Spain through France and 
northern Italy into Germany, slowing fieldwork. Greatest amounts of 
rain (40-75 mm, with local amounts in excess of 75 mm) fell in 
extreme northern Spain, the southern half of France, and Italy’s Po 
Valley, halting spring planting activities and likely causing some 
localized flooding. Lesser amounts of precipitation (10-40 mm) fell 
in Germany. In England, light showers (generally less than 10 mm) 
caused only brief delays in fieldwork. Winter grains were likely 
advancing through the reproductive phase of development in 
Mediterranean areas and were in the jointing stage over the remainder 
of Europe. In eastern Europe, unusually mild weather (weekly 
temperatures averaging 2 to 8 degrees C above normal) promoted 
rapid development in winter grains and favored spring grain 
emergence. Generally dry weather in Poland and the Czech Republic 
favored spring planting activities. Much-needed showers (8-40 mm) 
fell in southern Romania, Bulgaria, and adjacent areas in Yugoslavia, 
improving conditions for winter grains and newly emerging spring- 
sown crops. 





FSU-WESTERN 





Weather conditions favored crop development and fieldwork during 
the week. Unseasonably mild and generally dry weather prevailed in 
Ukraine, most of Russia, Belarus, and the Baltics, promoting winter 
grain development and allowing spring grain planting to rapidly 
progress northward. Corn, sunflower, and sugar beet planting is 
typically just beginning in Ukraine and southern Russia. Crop 
progress for winter grains ranged from jointing in Ukraine, Belarus, 
and the Baltics to tillering in northern Russia. Winter grains likely 
remained dormant in parts of the Volga Vyatsk, upper Volga Valley, 
and the Urals, where a late arrival of spring has delayed the greening 
of crops. Precipitation amounts in most of the region were below 5 
mm. Greatest amounts of rain (10-25 mm) fell in the southern North 
Caucasus region in Russia. Weekly temperatures averaged 2 to 4 
degrees C above normal in Ukraine and 4 to 8 degrees C above normal 
in the Baltics, Belarus, and adjacent areas in western Russia. Weekly 
temperatures averaged near to slightly below normal in the lower 
Volga Valley and the North Caucasus. 





CANADA 

















Dry weather across the Prairies favored spring fieldwork. 
Temperatures averaging 2 to 5S degrees C above normal helped warm 
topsoils throughout the main agricultural districts. With few 
exceptions, however, lows remained below -2 degrees C, restricting 
actual plantings. Moisture reserves are generally favorable in western 
and southern growing areas. More rain is needed from central 
Saskatchewan to the north and eastward. In the east, winter wheat is 
greening in southern growing areas and breaking dormancy elsewhere, 
although the recurrence of sub-freezing temperatures limits vegetative 
growth. 
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NORTHWESTERN AFRICA 


Winter grains ranged from filling to mature over the region. 
Scattered, light to moderate showers (10-25 mm, with local amounts 
in excess of 25 mm) continued to fall in winter grain areas of Algeria 
and Tunisia, stabilizing conditions for immature crops. However, the 
rain came too late to significantly improve yield prospects. In 
Morocco, dry weather hastened maturity in winter grains in the north 
and favored crop maturation and early harvest activities in the south. 


Typically, the winter grain harvest begins in the region in May and 
extends through July. 








SOUTH AFRICA 





Continuing dry, warm weather stimulated late summer crop growth 
and enabled wheat planting to progress unencumbered. Temperatures 
across the corn belt averaged 2 to 3 degrees C above normal, with 
highs from the mid 20's to low 30's C, aiding development of late- 
planted corn and sunflowers. Patchy frost in southern and 
northeastern growing areas had no significant impact on agriculture. 
In Western Cape, wheat planting likely made good progress following 
last week’s beneficial moisture. This is the last weekly summary of 
the season. Coverage will resume when planting of the 1998/99 corn 
crop begins, probably in early October. 





SOUTH AMERICA 





In northern Argentina, drier weather (less than 10 mm) eased 
flooding, but more dry weather is needed for resumption of cotton 
harvesting and improvement of cotton quality. In southern Paraguay, 
moderate to heavy rain (40-120 mm) delayed cotton harvesting and 
possibly damaged mature cotton. In central Argentina, moderate 
showers (20-65 mm) slowed summer crop harvesting and possibly 
reduced soybean and sunflowerseed quality. Heavier showers (50-100 
mm) slowed corn harvesting in southeastern Buenos Aires. According 
to reports as of April 24, Argentine cotton, soybean, corn, and 
sunflowerseed crops were 15, 25, 43, and 90 percent harvested, 
respectively, which are behind last year’s pace. Last year at this time, 
their cotton, soybean, corn, and sunflowerseed crops were 38, 44, 62, 
and 97 percent harvested, respectively. In southern Brazil, moderate 
to heavy showers (50-100 mm, with isolated amounts greater than 140 
mm) again slowed soybean harvesting and possibly reduced soybean 
quality in Parana and northwestern Rio Grande do Sul. The rains also 
delayed cotton harvesting and reduced cotton quality. Elsewhere in 
southern Brazil, moderate showers (30-60 mm) hampered soybean 
harvesting in Mato Grosso do Sul. Seasonably drier weather (less 
than 15 mm) aided soybean harvesting in Mato Grosso and Goias. 
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EASTERN ASIA 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 





Most of the region experienced a very wet week. Unseasonably heavy 
rain (10-45 mm, with isolated amounts greater than 50 mm) stretched 
from north-central China (southern Gansu) eastward into Manchuria 
(southern Heilongjiang) and most of the North China Plain. The rain 
boosted soil moisture for winter grains approaching reproduction and 
germinating summer crops. Typically, rainfall averages less than 10 
mm per week across these regions during late April. The showers in 
Manchuria increased topsoil moisture for summer crop planting. In 
Shandong, Anhui, and Jiangsu, the continuing rainfall increased 
moisture for heading winter wheat. Rain (15-60 mm, with isolated 
amounts greater than 75 mm) also eased dryness across the Sichuan 
Basin, favoring heading winter wheat and emerging summer crops. 
Variable rain (10-50 mm or more) prevailed throughout most of 
southern China, with heavy showers (50-150 mm) causing some 
flooding in Guangdong. Late-week rain (10-50 mm or more) 
disrupted rice transplanting across South Korea and sections of Japan, 
although Honshu experienced favorable dryness. 


PACIAC 
OCEAN 


EASTERN ASIA 
Total Precipitation(mm) 
APR 26 - MAY 2, 1998 


CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 


AUSTRALIA 


Total Precipitation(mm) 
APR 26 - MAY 2, 1998 


In Java and southern Sumatra, showers (20-50 mm) maintained 
adequate moisture supplies for main-season rice and increased 
supplies for second-season crops. Drought continued across the 
Philippines. Showers eased dryness across eastern Malaysia (Sabah 
and Sarawak), but dryness continued to stress oil palm across eastern 
peninsular Malaysia. Across Thailand and southern Vietnam, 
unseasonably light showers (less than 10 mm) and temperatures 2 to 
4 degrees above normal reduced moisture supplies for early main- 
season rice transplanting. 
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AUSTRALIA 





Following last week’s beneficial rainfall, dry, generally mild weather 
created excellent fieldwork conditions in the primary wheat and barley 
areas. Light showers (5 mm or less, most areas) lingering over the 
southeast quickly gave way to more favorable planting conditions. By 
week’s end, however, rain (1-10 mm, locally exceeding 25 mm) had 
returned to northeastern winter grain areas, locally disrupting farm 
activities. Winter crop sowing can last through June, but farmers are 
expected to take advantage of the current favorable moisture levels as 
soon as possible. Cotton and sorghum harvesting should be winding 
down, although additional drying is required at some locations. In 
New Zealand, rainfall continued to be light (15 mm or less) in the 
main agricultural areas. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
May 3 - 9, 1998 


W et weather continued from the east-central Plains to the 
East Coast, slowing spring planting. In California, 
unusually heavy late-season rainfall and cool weather (as much 
as 6°F below normal) further delayed fieldwork and crop 
development. Across the upper Midwest, however, rain aided 
in the emergence of spring-sown crops. Beneficial rains also fell 
across the central High Plains. In contrast, heat and dryness 
intensified across the South. Weekly temperatures averaged as 
much as 10°F above normal in the lower Rio Grande Valley. 
Since mid-March, little rain has fallen from southeastern New 
Mexico and western Texas to Florida. In the Northwest, a 
third consecutive week of very warm weather (3 to 12°F above 
normal) further reduced soil moisture. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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CROP MOISTURE 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
May 9, 1998 
UPDATED WEEKLY 
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CROP MOISTURE: 


ABNORMALLY 


‘ v3 xc ESSIVE LY \ MOIST 


YY) XY 
DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) SY ~DRYS 
ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICUL- A 
TURE, RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY 
WEEK TO WEEK, AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT 
THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON 


USERS...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM 
WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM 
SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS 


LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALOW 

ROOTED CROPS WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE 
FROM A 5-FOOT PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERA. 
TURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55 DEG F. IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF 
THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED 


a ee NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 


CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
May 9, 1998 


Based on preliminary reports 








(Index values are in tenths; example 


UPDATED WEEKLY 


37 = 3.7) 





SHADED AREAS UNSHADED AREAS 


INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 


INDEX DECREASED 


we} 


EXCESSIVELY WET; SOME FIELDS 
TOO WET; SOME STANDING WATER 
2 SOME FIELDS TOO WET; PROSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL 

1 MOISTURE ADEQUATE FOR PRESENT CROP NEEDS 

1 PROSPECTS IMPROVED BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED 

2 SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL ABNORMALLY DRY 

3 ORYNESS EASED BUT FIELOS STILL EXCESSIVELY DRY 

4 SEVERE DRYNESS CONTINUES; MORE RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED 
: NOT ENOUGH RAIN; STILL EXTREMELY ORY 


ABOVE 3 FLOODED 
TO 3 


wNrKooen 


fal 





NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 


SOME DRYING BUT 


STILL EXCESSIVELY wet O 
MORE DRY WEATHER NEEDED; WORK DELAYED 
FAVORABLE EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPOTS 
FAVORABLE FOR NORMAL GROWTH AND FIELDWORK 


TOPSOIL MOISTURE 
ABNORMALLY DRY; 
EXCESSIVELY ORY; 
POTENTIAL YIELDS 
EXTREMELY DRY; 


SHORT; GERMINATION SLOW 
PROSPECTS DETERIORATING 
YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCED 

SEVERELY CUT BY DRYNESS 
MOST CROPS RUINED 


Based on preliminary reports 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 
May 9, 1998 


UPDATED BIWEEKLY 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER): 
DEPICTS PROLONGED (MONTHS, YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR 
WETNESS; RESPONDS SLOWLY; CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK TO 
WEEK; AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE RUNOFF, RECHARGE, 
AND DEEP PERCOLATION, AS WELL AS EVAPOTRANSPIRATION 


USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF PROLONGED 
ORYNESS OR WETNESS ON WATER SENSITIVE ECONOMIES, DESIGNATING DiS- 
ASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS; AND REFLECTING THE GENERAL LONG- 
TERM STATUS OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AQUIFERS, RESERVOIRS, AND STREAMS 


LIMITATIONS...IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM (FEW WEEKS) 


STATUS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS SUCH AS FREQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND 
FIELD OPERATIONS (THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX). 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary reports 


DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX BY DIVISION 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 
May 9, 1998 








(Index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7) 


UPDATED BIWEEKLY 
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0.4 MEAR NORMAL 

0.9 INCIPIENT DROUGHT 0.5 to 0.9 INCIPIENT MOIST SPELL 
1.9 MILO DROUGHT 1.0 to 1.9 MOIST SPELL 

2.9 MODERATE DROUGHT 2.0 to 2.9 UNUSUAL MOIST SPELL 
3.9 SEVERE DROUGHT 3.0 to 3.9 VERY MOIST SPELL 

0 EXTREME DROUGHT ABOVE 4.0 EXTREME MOIST SPELL 








NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary reports 
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Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 
_MAY 3 - 9, 1988 
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Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F) 
MAY 3 -9, 1998 
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CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated isotherms 
Based on preiminary data 








Extreme Minimum Temperature (°F) 
MAY 3 - 9, 1998 
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CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated isotherms 
Based on preliminary data 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending May 9, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7511) 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending May 9, 1998 





TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION mornin 


TEMP, °F | PRECIP 
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AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
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WICHITA 
JACKSON 
LEXINGTON 
LOUISVILLE 
PADUCAH 
BATON ROUGE 
LAKE CHARLES 
NEW ORLEANS 
SHREVEPORT 
CARIBOU 
PORTLAND 
BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
WORCESTER 
ALPENA 
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INT'L FALLS 
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SPRINGFIELD 
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GLASGOW 
GREAT FALLS 
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GRAND ISLAND 
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OMAHA 
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WILLISTON 
AKRON-CANTON 
CINCINNATI 
CLEVELAND 
COLUMBUS 
DAYTON 
MANSFIELD 


Based on 1961-90 normals 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending May 9, 1998 
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SAN ANGELO 
SAN ANTONIO 
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WICHITA FALLS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
BURLINGTON 
LYNCHBURG 
NORFOLK 
RICHMOND 
ROANOKE 
WASH/DULLES 
HANFORD 
OLYMPIA 
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SEATTLE-TACOMA 
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CHEYENNE 
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NOTE: These data are preliminary and subj 


cocoeoeceo ceo ee 0 eo OO COBSMANDABOVE 
coccocoe coc cece 0c o oBS2AND BELOW 
RpOeaneawnae oom & & & ROR MORE 
eownnonoooececd Oo = = S&S OFORMORE 


Bi LARSASSSSSSELHERS 


BSARSRSBREBZSS: FS 
BREF, SSITTRKRKBBS 


SESSRSxARBS: RBRSER 


SBVAASRSVBA: FARIS 
g 


eo- RN ONOH-0CAO- 98 | 
RESHESBSE2SE 


BRIFRESES 
P 


- 
SREB 


awosewvwoe-+so- 


NBSLASRREFSRES 
a] 


pownwwowomo0000000c0c00c000cnccec° : 


cecoococoeceoeoceoeeoeowoooeoooe oo? : 


& 
& 


a-=+-o0cOWONGTOHOGTAaADTa! 
SSBALSSSRSBRLSRESSSS: 


as 
16.48 
5.75 
5.00 156 
21.74 168 
18.96 136 
17.23 116 
129 19.4 138 
147 12.14 167 
122 93 126 
197 16.31 190 
0.12 . 14.06 138 
0.44 50 2.61 61 
0% 88 3.02 79 
0.08 : : 130 6.81 116 
0.51 : 96 3.67 77 
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April Weather and Crop Summary 








Weather 





Under the influence of a very strong southern branch of a split 
jet stream, below-normal temperatures prevailed from 
California into the Southeast. Monthly departures ranged from 
-2 to -5°F from California to the central and southern Plains. 
Meanwhile, readings averaged 2 to 7°F above normal across 
the Nation's northern tier. Because of the unusual warmth, 
some fruit trees across the Great Lakes and Northeastern States 
were already in bloom when more typical weather--resulting in 
several freezes--returned toward month's end. 


The jet stream's active southern branch produced unsettled 
weather across California and the Southwest. Farther east, 
several April rainfall records were broken across the Ohio 
Valley and into the Southeast. At month's end, many rivers-- 
including the middle Mississippi and lower Ohio Rivers-- 
remained very high. In contrast, the procession of storms failed 
to dampen the South Central United States. The dry spell, 
which stretched to 6 weeks by the end of April, also affected the 
immediate Gulf Coast and most of Florida, although a late- 
month storm boosted topsoil moisture from eastern Texas to 
Florida. 


Monthly rainfall topped 15 inches at a few locations in eastern 
Tennessee, including 16.51 inches at Big Ridge (Union 
County). Some of the heaviest rain fell on April 16-17, when 
24-hour rainfall topped 5 inches in a few spots. At least five 
locations in the Ohio and Tennessee Valleys reported a record- 
wet April: 


Location Total (inches) Former Record/Year 
Knoxville, TN 11.07 * 7.90 in 1994 
Cincinnati, OH 9.77 8.62 in 1947 
Asheville, NC 8.70 7.26 in 1979 
Youngstown, OH 7.29 6.43 in 1957 
Bristol, TN 7.03 5.85 in 1970 


(* A record was set at the airport site; 11.07 inches was second 
in the city's second-highest April rainfall on record behind a 
17.32-inch total in 1874.) 


In contrast, little or no rain fell in parts of Texas. Record-low 
April rainfall occurred in Midland and San Antonio, and 
several other cities had their driest April in at least 14 years: 


Location Total (inches) Former Record/Year 
San Antonio 0.05 0.11 in 1984 
Midland trace trace in 1947, 1964 


I * Total (inches) Driest April Si 
San Angelo trace . 0.00 in 1920 
Del Rio 0.01 0.01 in 1955 
Corpus Christi 0.03 trace in 1984 
Abilene 0.35 0.20 in 1984 


All of Abilene's rain fell on April 26, the same day that the 
month's first rain (0.59 inches) fell in Albuquerque, NM and 
2.77 inches (83 percent of the monthly total) soaked Oklahoma 
City, OK. The same storm responsible for those totals 
delivered 4.32 inches to New Orleans, LA from April 27-30, 
ending a 26-day spell during which only 0.07 inches fell. In 
southern Florida, the month's first rain (1.01 inches) dampened 
Key West on April 30. But in Tampa, FL, only 0.41 inches 
(36 percent of normal) occurred during April, ending a 9-month 
streak (July 1997 - March 1998) with above-normal monthly 
rainfall. 


Deadly tornado outbreaks struck on April 1, 8-9, and 16, 
claiming 45 lives across five Southeastern States. The last time 
more people died in April tornadoes was 1979. On the evening 
of April 8, an F5 (winds in excess of 260 mph) cut a 21-mile 
swath across Jefferson County, AL, killing 31 people. Through 
the first 4 months of 1998, the Nation's tornado toll reached 
103, the highest calendar-year total since 1984, when 122 died. 


During the first half of the month, several storms dumped 
significant snow from the Southwest to the central High Plains. 
By the 18th, monthly snowfall reached 16.3 inches in Flagstaff, 
AZ, 10.1 inches in Cheyenne, WY, and 9.5 inches in Colorado 
Springs, CO. Flagstaff's monthly average temperature of 
37.2°F (5.1° below normal) was their third lowest on record. 
Tucson, AZ (61.4°F, 4.4° below normal) observed their coldest 
April since 1983. 


In the Northeast, however, no snow fell in Rochester, NY for 
the first time in April since 1952. But when colder air arrived 
toward month's end, minima of 28°F (on the 27th) in 
Binghamton, NY and 30°F (on the 28th) in Lynchburg, VA 
were the lowest of the month. In Michigan, Lansing registered 
25°F on April 27. Meanwhile, record warmth developed across 
the Northwest. The last day of the month featured an April- 
record high of 90°F in Portland, OR. 


Nearly all of Alaska wrapped up a third consecutive month 
with above-normal temperatures. Monthly departures ranged 
from 0 to +14°F. In Anchorage, where the April average 
temperature was 4.5°F above normal, warmer-than-normal 
weather prevailed for the first 27 days of the month. Monthly 
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readings averaged 14°F above normal in Barrow, but a 50-day 
streak (March 6 - April 24) with above-normal temperatures 
ended on the 25th. On April 17, Nenana (60°F) posted their 
earliest 60-degree maximum on record. McGrath noted four 
daily-record highs during the month, including a high of 61°F 
on the 18th. On April 26, Cold Bay's high of 54°F was just 1° 
shy of their monthly record, set in 1965. In addition to the 
warmth, very wet conditions dominated the west and south. 
April precipitation was 1.64 inches (241 percent of normal) in 
Nome and 5.08 inches (258 percent) in Cold Bay. In contrast, 
unusually dry weather persisted across most of interior Alaska. 


Drought continued throughout most of Hawaii, although 
significant improvement occurred in windward (east-facing) 
areas. Of the State's 73 official rain gauges, 62 received below- 
normal April rainfall. Kamuela (14.26 inches; 207 percent of 
normal), on the Big Island, and Hanapepe, Kauai (2.84 inches; 
129 percent), were among the locations netting above-normal 
rainfall. However, 6-month (November-April) rainfall at the 
major reporting stations ranged from only 17 percent of normal 
(2.83 inches) in Honolulu to 54 percent (14.85 inches) in 
Lihue. In Hilo, where November-April precipitation averages 
more than 75 inches, the 6-month rainfall deficit topped 40 
inches. 


The mild weather also coaxed winter wheat out of dormancy 
earlier than normal and provided good growing conditions for 
most of the month. A cold front that brought below-freezing 
temperatures as far south as northern Texas around mid-month 
did little damage to the crop. But by the end of the month, dry 
weather was beginning to stress the crop in the High Plains 
from Texas to the Canadian border. In the eastern Corn Belt, 
wet weather was responsible for a decline in the crop condition. 
Despite the late-month deterioration, winter wheat was in better 
condition at month’s end than in recent years. 


Fieldwork and planting were frequently delayed by rain in the 
Southwest and California. In addition, below-normal 
temperatures persisted for most of the month, keeping soils 
unfavorably cool until late-April and caused cotton growers to 
delay planting. Late-month warm weather allowed Southwest 
farmers to make good progress, but planting remained behind 
the 5-year average as the month ended. In the Southeast, cool, 
wet weather persisted through the end of the month, causing 
cotton and peanut planting to fall further behind. Rice growers 
had well over half of their crop seeded, despite the rainy 
weather. 





U.S. Crop Production Highlights 








Fieldwork 





A rainy weather pattern persisted throughout the month in the 
eastern half of the United States, limiting fieldwork and 
delaying planting, especially in the Southeast. Cotton growers 
barely had time between storms to prepare and plant fields, 
keeping progress well behind normal as the month ended. The 
wet weather also delayed the normal beginning of the corn 
planting season in the Corn Belt. But as the end of the month 
neared, the western Corn Belt dried and farmers made excellent 
planting progress. However, the eastern Corn Belt remained 
wet, and planting continued to lag behind normal in Illinois, 
Indiana, and Ohio. By month’s end, planting was ahead of 
normal and on a record pace in Minnesota. 


Above-normal temperatures and dry weather from the Great 
Lakes westward through the northern Plains and Pacific 
Northwest allowed farmers to rapidly progress seeding small 
grain crops. By the end of the month, most of the Nation’s 
spring wheat, barley, and oat crops were planted. But dry 
weather slowed germination and crop growth, especially in the 
central and northern High Plains. 


The following information was released by USDA's 
Agricultural Statistics Board on May 12, 1998. Forecasts 
refer to May 1. 


Winter wheat production is forecast at 1.71 billion bushels, 
down 9 percent from last year. The yield is forecast at 41.9 
bushels per acre. This is down 3.1 bushels from last year's 
record-high average, but, if realized, would still be the second- 
highest U.S. average. Grain area totals 40.7 million acres, 
down 3 percent from 1997. 


All oranges production for the 1997-98 season is forecast at 
a record-large 14.0 million tons, the same as the April 1 
forecast but up 11 percent from last season's previous record- 
large production of 12.7 million tons. Florida's production 
remains at 248 million boxes (11.2 million tons), 10 percent 
above last season. Florida's early-midseason forecast is 140 
million boxes (6.30 million tons), the same as the previous 
forecast but 4 percent above last year's record-large production. 
The Florida Valencia forecast remained unchanged from last 
month and is a record-large crop of 108 million boxes (4.86 
million tons), 17 percent above a year ago. 
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TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION SUMMARY 
April 1998 
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DEPARTURE 








BIRMINGHAM 
HUNTSVILLE 
MOBILE 
MONTGOMERY 
ANCHORAGE 
BARROW 
FAIRBANKS 
JUNEAU 

KODIAK 

NOME 
FLAGSTAFF 
PHOENIX 
PRESCOTT 
TUCSON 

YUMA 

FORT SMITH 
LITTLE ROCK 
BAKERSFIELD 
EUREKA 
FRESNO 

LOS ANGELES 
REDDING 
SACRAM/MCCLELL 
SAN DIEGO 

SAN FRANCISCO 
ALAMOSA 

CO SPRINGS 
DENVER 

GRAND JUNCTION 
PUEBLO 
BRIDGEPORT 
HARTFORD 
WASHINGTON 
WILMINGTON 
DAYTONA BEACH 
JACKSONVILLE 
KEY WEST 
MIAMI 

ORLANDO 
TAMPA 
VALPARAISO/EGLIN 
WEST PALM BEACH 
ATHENS 
ATLANTA 
AUGUSTA 
COLUMBUS 
MACON 
SAVANNAH 

HILO 

HONOLULU 
KAHULUI 

UHUE 

BOISE 
LEWISTON 
POCATELLO 
CHICAGO/O'HARE 
MOLINE 

PEORIA 
ROCKFORD 
SPRINGFIELD 
EVANSVILLE 
FORT WAYNE 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SOUTH BEND 
BURLINGTON 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
DES MOINES 
DUBUQUE 
SIOUX CITY 
WATERLOO 
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CARIBOU 
PORTLAND 
BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
WORCESTER 
ALPENA 
GRAND RAPIDS 
HOUGHTON LAKE 
LANSING 
MARQUETTE 
MUSKEGON 
DULUTH 

INT'L FALLS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ROCHESTER 
ST. CLOUD 
JACKSON 
MERIDIAN 
TUPELO 
COLUMBIA 
KANSAS CITY 
SAINT LOUIS 
SPRINGFIELD 
BILLINGS 
BUTTE 
GLASGOW 
GREAT FALLS 
KALISPELL 
MILES CITY 
MISSOULA 
GRAND ISLAND 
UNCOLN 
NORFOLK 
NORTH PLATTE 
OMAHA 
SCOTTSBLUFF 
VALENTINE 
ELY 

LAS VEGAS 
RENO 
WINNEMUCCA 
CONCORD 
NEWARK 
ALBUQUERQUE 
ALBANY 
BINGHAMTON 
BUFFALO 
ROCHESTER 
SYRACUSE 
ASHEVILLE 
CHARLOTTE 
GREENSBORO 
HATTERAS 
RALEIGH 
WILMINGTON 
BISMARCK 
DICKINSON 
FARGO 
GRAND FORKS 
JAMESTOWN 


CINCINNATI 
CLEVELAND 
COLUMBUS 
DAYTON 
MANSFIELD 
TOLEDO 
YOUNGSTOWN 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
TULSA 
ASTORIA 
BURNS 
EUGENE 
MEDFORD 
PENDLETON 
PORTLAND 
SALEM 
ALLENTOWN 
ERIE 
MIDDLETOWN 
PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH 
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SCRANTON 
WILLIAMSPORT 
PROVIDENCE 
BEAUFORT 
CHARLESTON 
COLUMBIA 
GREENVILLE 
ABERDEEN 
HURON 

RAPID CITY 
SIOUX FALLS 
BRISTOL 
CHATTANOOGA 
KNOXVILLE 
MEMPHIS 
NASHVILLE 
ABILENE 
AMARILLO 
AUSTIN 
BEAUMONT 
BROWNSVILLE 
CORPUS CHRIST! 
DEL RIO 

EL PASO 

FORT WORTH 
GALVESTON 
HOUSTON 
LUBBOCK 
MIDLAND 

SAN ANGELO 
SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 
WACO 
WICHITA FALLS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
BURLINGTON 
LYNCHBURG 
NORFOLK 
RICHMOND 
ROANOKE 
WASH/OULLES 
HANFORD 
OLYMPIA 
QUILLAYUTE 
SEATTLE-TACOMA 
SPOKANE 
YAKIMA 
BECKLEY 
CHARLESTON 
ELKINS 
HUNTINGTON 
EAU CLAIRE 
GREEN BAY 
MADISON 
MILWAUKEE 
CASPER 
CHEYENNE 
LANDER 
SHERIDAN 

SAN JUAN 
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Based on 1961-90 normals. 
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(Continued from front cover) 

Cool, rainy weather plagued California for much of the week. In 
the southern California mountains, 6.52 inches fell on Mount 
Wilson during the first 9 days of May. More than half of that total 
(3.52 inches) fell in 24 hours on May 4-5. In the Sierra Nevada 
foothills, Blue Canyon netted 4.19 inches during the 9-day 
period. May 1-9 rainfall totaled 0.93 inches in Bakersfield, 
including a daily-record total (0.64 inches) on the Sth, raising their 
all-time-record seasonal total to 13.96 inches (244 percent of their 
seasonal normal). During the week, seasonal rainfall records were 
eclipsed in Santa Barbara (breaking their 1940-41 record of 
45.21 inches) and at UCLA (breaking their 1977-78 record of 
40.74 inches). On Thursday, downtown San Francisco received 
a 107th day of measurable rain during the season (July 1 - June 
30), tying a long-standing record set in 1889-90. Late in the week, 
rain and snow overspread the Great Basin. In Nevada, Elko 
noted a daily-record rainfall (0.54 inches) on Saturday, and Austin 
received 9 inches of snow on May 9-10. 


More than two dozen daily-record highs were set on May 6-9 from 
Texas to Florida. On Wednesday, highs reached 100°F as far 
north as Dallas-Ft. Worth, TX. A day later, Austin, TX logged 
102°F, their second-highest temperature in May (behind 104°F on 
May 24, 1925) and only 3 days shy of their earliest triple-digit heat 
(100°F on May 4, 1984). Highs in Laredo, TX soared to 109°F 
on May 6 and 7. Laughlin Air Force Base, in Del Rio, TX, 
notched 110°F on the latter date. Late in the week, smoke from 
fires across Mexico and Central America drifted into the lower 
Rio Grande Valley, lowering visibilities to as little as 1 mile. 


With the expansion and intensification of heat, short-term dryness 
worsened across the Deep South. By Friday, daily-record warmth 
spread as far as Lafayette, LA (93°F) and Pensacola, FL (92°F). 
A day later, Ft. Lauderdale, FL posted a high of 94°F. Farther 
north, however, more than 2 inches of rain fell during the week in 
many areas from eastern Oklahoma to the Carolinas, and along 
the Atlantic Coast, maintaining wet soils. At week's end, the 
lower Ohie River remained above flood stage by 7.5 feet in 
Shawneetown, IL and 7.7 feet in Grand Chain, IL. 


In the upper Midwest, the rapid spring-planting pace was 
rewarded by midweek rainfall. On Thursday, daily-record totals 
were reported in LaCrosse, WI (1.31 inches) and Rochester, 
MN (1.37 inches). Dry weather persisted, though, across parts 
of the Northwest, northern Plains, and Great Lakes 
region. On Saturday, Marquette, MI marked a 2ist 
consecutive day without measurable rain, their longest since May- 
June 1932. On the northern Plains, a combination of blowing 
dust and smoke from forest fires in Alberta produced hazy 
conditions. 


Markedly colder weather continued to overspread Alaska. Along 
the west coast, Kotzebue registered -3°F on Sunday en route to 
weekly temperature departure of -7°F. Along the south coast, 8.6 
inches of snow fell in Valdez on May 3-4, shattering their May 
snowfall record of 6.5 inches, set in 1995. Meanwhile in Hawaii, 
another week of below-normal rainfall maintained drought 
conditions. 


Latest El Nino Advisory 


The following is derived from the El Nifio/Southern Oscillation (ENSO) Diagnostic Advisory 98/5 issued by the Climate Prediction 
Center/National Centers for Environmental Prediction (NCEP) on May 11, 1998. 


Strong warm episode (ENSO) conditions continued across the 
tropical Pacific as sea surface temperatures (SST’s) remained 
above 28°C throughout most of the region. SST anomalies in the 
equatorial Pacific exceeded +2.0°C east of 120°W and +3.0°C 
from 90°W eastward. SST anomalies continued to decrease in 
many sections of the equatorial Pacific during April. However, 
this decrease primarily reflects the normal annual cycle in SST, 
which produces increases in the climatological mean temperatures 
across the eastern half of the equatorial Pacific at this time of the 
year. 


Tropical convection and precipitation during April were again 
greatly enhanced across the central and eastern equatorial Pacific, 
and suppressed over the western Pacific. This overall pattern has 
persisted since June 1997 and has been associated with low-level 
westerly and upper-level easterly wind anomalies over the east- 
central and eastern tropical Pacific. 


The latest NCEP forecasts indicate a return to near normal 
conditions in the tropical Pacific during the next 3-6 months. 
Thereafter, the NCEP coupled model indicates that near-normal 


conditions will persist through the end of 1998. The NCEP CCA 
(statistical model) forecasts a more rapid cooling during the 
summer season than does the NCEP coupled model, with cooler- 
than-normal conditions developing during the last half of the year. 
Other statistical and coupled model forecasts indicate an evolution 
similar to that of the NCEP CCA. The rate at which the warm 
episode decays will depend on a return to near-normal or 
stronger-than-normal low-level easterlies over the equatorial 
Pacific. Through April, the easterlies continued to be much 


weaker than normal across the east-central and eastern tropical 
Pacific. 


Based on current conditions in the tropical Pacific, the NCEP SST 
predictions, and results from historical studies on the effects of 
ENSO, we expect drier-than-normal conditions to continue over 
Micronesia and northern South America during the next couple of 
months. Wetter-than-normal conditions should continue over the 
central and eastern equatorial Pacific and over southeastern South 
America. A return to wetter-than-normal conditions is also 
possible over central Chile as the jet stream over the eastern South 
Pacific continues to be stronger than normal. 
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National Agricultural Summary 





May 4 - 10, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Dry weather continued across the Northern United 
States from the Great Lakes to the Pacific Northwest, 
providing excellent conditions for planting corn and 
small grains. However, rainfall was needed to help 
germinate crops and promote growth, especially in the 
northern Plains and Rocky Mountain States. The 
eastern Corn Belt and Southeast continued to be wet, 


slowing planting and providing opportunities for 
diseases to spread. Rain in parts of the central Great 
Plains aided germination and crop growth. Most of 
Texas remained hot and dry, stressing young plants 
and slowing germination of recently planted crops. In 
California, fieldwork was active until midweek rains 
halted most field operations. 





Winter wheat: Thirty-eight percent of the crop has reached 
the heading stage or beyond, 4 percentage points ahead of the 
5-year average. Crop development in the eastern Corn Belt was 
aided by above-normal temperatures, especially in Illinois and 
Indiana. Progress was also rapid in the central and southern 
Plains. Crop conditions continued to decline in the central and 
northern High Plains, particularly in Montana, South Dakota, 
and Nebraska, due to dry weather. In Kansas, beneficial rains 
kept conditions nearly unchanged. Wet weather was favorable 
for the spread of diseases in the eastern Corn Belt and 
Southeast, but conditions did not significantly deteriorate. The 
continued dry weather in Texas had very little effect on the crop 
as it matured. Harvest accelerated in southern areas and began 
farther north in the Blacklands. 


Corn: One-fifth of the Nation’s corn crop was planted, 
advancing the total to 60 percent, behind last year’s 68 percent, 
but well ahead of the 5-year average. Dry weather continued in 
the western Corn Belt and Plains States, allowing progress to 
rapidly move ahead for the second consecutive week. 
Following 2 weeks of record-setting planting activity, 
Minnesota farmers were 3 weeks ahead of the 5-year average. 
Only 6 percent of the acreage remained to be planted. Farmers 
in Iowa, Nebraska, and South Dakota planted more than one- 
third of their corn acreage, moving total progress more than 1 
week ahead of normal for those areas. Wisconsin, Michigan, 
and Colorado planted one-fourth of their acres and were about 
a week ahead of normal. In the eastern Corn Belt, frequent 
showers and isolated thunderstorms continued to limit planting, 
especially in Ohio and Indiana, where progress is more than a 
week behind the 5-year average. Plants have emerged on 16 
percent of the corn acreage, up from 4 percent a week ago. 
Below-normal rainfall limited emergence in areas where 
planting was most advanced, but late-week showers helped 
germinate a large percentage of the Minnesota crop. 


Soybeans: Fifteen percent of the Nation’s soybean crop has 
been planted, compared with 10 percent normally planted by 
this date. With corn planting winding down, farmers in 
Minnesota planted over half of their soybean acreage, 2 weeks 
ahead of the normal pace. Dry weather in the Mississippi Delta 
States allowed progress to approach the halfway mark in 
Louisiana and Mississippi, ahead of normal for both States. 


Rain limited progress in most Southeastern soybean-producing 


States as well as the eastern Corn Belt. 


Cotton: In spite of locally heavy rainfall, cotton planting 
advanced to 40 percent, up from 24 percent the previous week, 
but still behind the 5-year average. The planting pace was most 
rapid in the Mississippi Delta States, where little or no rain fell 
during the week. Farmers in Arkansas and Mississippi planted 
nearly one-third of their crop and Louisiana growers planted 
more than 40 percent of their acreage. In Georgia and South 
Carolina, farmers made good progress where conditions 
permitted, but remained more than a week behind the 5-year 
average. Tennessee farmers made little progress and fell 
further behind normal. In the Southwest, dry weather allowed 
progress to approach the 5-year average, except in California, 
where planting remained more than 2 weeks behind normal. 


Rice: The planting pace slowed but remained ahead of 
normal, at 71 percent complete. Farmers in the Mississippi 
Delta, aided by dry weather, made the most progress. 
California growers fell further behind as midweek rain halted 
planting again. Over half of the rice acreage had emerged, with 
some fields being flushed three times to obtain good stands. 


Small grains: Below-normal rainfall allowed growers of the 
Nation’s spring wheat, oat, and barley crops to continue 
planting well ahead of normal from the Great Lakes, across the 
northern Plains, and into the Pacific Northwest. Planting in 

major small grain-producing States was ahead of the 5-year 
average, with many of them nearly finished. Emergence was 
also ahead of normal for the small grains, but did not keep pace 
with planting due to dry soils. 


Other crops: Sorghum planting advanced to 26 percent, 
slightly behind the 5-year average. In the Mississippi Delta 
region, progress was ahead of normal, except in Mississippi, 
where progress was slow despite dry weather. Progress was 
also ahead of normal in the northern Plains, where farmers 
were nearly finished planting other crops. Thirty-one percent 
of the peanut acreage was planted, but rain continued to delay 
planting in the Southeast. Progress was ahead of normal in the 
southern Plains. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending May 10, 1998 





Winter Wheat Percent Headed Corn Percent Planted Cotton Percent Planted 


May 10 Prev = Prev. 5-Yr May 10 Prev Prev 5-Yr May 10. Prev. = Prev = -5-Yr 
1998 Week © Year 1998 Week © Year 1998 = Week Year 


1 


™ 


These 14 States planted 98% of 
wi 


last s cotton 


These 17 States planted 90% of 
last s corn * Sorghum Percent Planted 





These 19 States planted 91% of 
last s winter wheat 








Corn Percent Emerged 





AR 
May 10° Prev Prev s-Yr co 

Soybeans Percent Planted ; ih Week Yor Ava = 
May10 Prev Prev &Yr co 18 0 NA NA KS 

1996: Week: = Year Avg GA 88 NA NA LA 
AL 14 NA 11 14 IL 11 NA NA MS 
AR 20 NA 15 11 IN NA NA MO 
GA 5 NA 9 10 1A NA NA NE 
IL 3 NA 32 10 KS NA NA NM 
IN 3 NA 30 12 KY NA NA OK 
1A 14 NA 11 10 MI NA NA sD 
KS 13 NA 9 5 MN NA NA T™ 
KY 1 NA 3 3 MO NA NA ALL 26 26 


LA 47 NA 19 NE NA NA These 12 States planted 99% of 


MI 10 NA 6 4 NC NA NA last year's sorghum acreage. 
MN 53 NA 9 OH NA NA 
30 

4 


MS NA 31 PA NA NA 

MO NA 4 SD NA NA Peanuts Percent Planted 

_—a, a] tw = May 10 Prev Prev S-¥r 
1996. Week: Year 

OH 4 NA 16 ALL 16 NA NA 


sc 8 NA 7 These 17 States planted 90% of 


SD 13 NA . last year's corn acreage. 
TN 2 NA 3 


ALL 15 NA 18 10 
These 19 States planted 94% of 
last year's soybean acreage. 
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These 8 States planted 99% of last 
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Crop Progress and Condition 





Week Ending May 10, 1998 





Oats Percent Planted Barley Percent Planted Winter Wheat Crop Condition 





May 10. Prev. Prev Yr May 10° Prev Prev &Yr i itoencaan 
1998: Week Year 1996 Week Year Avg | 

85 71 62 71 

91 65 20 36 

66 55 61 

40 11 30 

85 19 45 

91 84 80 

58 % 48 

These 6 States planted 83% of last 

ear's barley acreage. 
































These 9 States planted 57% of last 
oat 7 Barley Percent Emerged 








May 10° Prev Prev = &-Yr 
Oats Percent Emerged SOs Week Yow Ava 
ID 51 NA 40 45 
May10 Prev Prev &-Yr MN NA 11 
1998 Week Year = Avg MT NA 16 
63 ND NA a 
33 sD NA 21 
27 WA NA _56 59 
NA ALL NA 12.30 ewe * 
6 These 6 States planted 83% of last 


52 year's barley acreage. 


= VP - Very Poor 


NA Rice Percent Planted P - Poor 
= SEE 8 27 F - Fair 

Pp 
These 9 States planted 57% of last geo hg bbe vow Q@-Geed 
year's oat acreage. 


AR 78 75 EX - Excellent 
CA 48 


3 
Spring Wheat Percent Planted LA 7 a 
MS 86 89 
96 
m1 
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May10 Prev Prev = &Yr ™ 67 
1998: Week Year Avg ALL 72 
ID 89 83 79 These 5 States planted 96% of last 


MN 93 71 22 year's rice acreage. 
MT 83 71 57 


ND 72 53 15 
sD 97 89 43 Rice Percent Emerged 


ALL 8 65 31 
ous a May10 Prey Prev 5Yr 
These 5 States planted 96% of last pe Week Year Avg 


year's spring wheat acreage. AR 51 NA 31 41 


CA 0 NA 18 6 
Spring Wheat Percent Emerged LA = = 
MS 65 NA 63 61 
- Mey10 Prev) Prev) 5-Yr ™ 85 NA 32 57 
9998 Week) =6Year) = Avg ALL 53 NA 39 44 
57 56 59 These 5 States planted 96% of last 


55 4 12 year's rice acreage. 
49 11 17 
3% 

4 
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5 25 








er . ee 5 ara NA pa Be 6 see 18 
These 5 States planted 96% of last 
year's spring wheat acreage. 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 1% very short, 13% 
short, 56% adequate, 30% surplus. Higher temperatures boosted planting 
progress, crop growth in most areas. Dry conditions in southern areas 
caused stress on a few pastures. Acreage prepared 93%, 87% 1997, 92% 
avg. Com planted 94%, 95% 1997, 91% avg. Wheat headed 94%, 95% 
1997, 82% avg.; 3% poor, 30% fair, 55% good, 12% excellent. Livestock 
1% poor, 27% fair, 59% good, 13% excellent. Vegetable crops are 
progressing well, with scattered showers, warmer weather. 





ALASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil, subsoil 50% short, 
50% adequate. Fieldwork progress mostly on schedule to 7 days ahead. 
Barley seeding 30% complete, 5% short of 1997. Potato planting just 
begun on the Kenai Peninsula. Commercial vegetable planting continues. 
Livestock 5% poor, 20% fair, 60% good, 15% excellent. 





ARIZONA: Cotton planting is still almost a week behind. Condition was 
reported as 5% poor, 21% fair, 58% good, 16% excellent. Alfalfa harvest 
activity was reported as 41% not being harvested, 7% light, 4% moderate, 
48% active. Alfalfa condition slightly declined last week. Condition was 
reported as 3% poor, 9% fair, 60% good, 28% excellent. Small grains 
continued to progress, with virtually ali headed by weeks end. As of May 
10, 7% mature, 30% 1997, 20% avg.; 1% harvested, 3% 1997, 2% avg. 
Small grain 3% poor, 9% fair, 61% good, 27% excellent. Eastern area 
growers began harvesting head lettuce last week, while central, western 
areas growers harvested a smaller assortment of vegetables last week. 
Central area growers shipped artichokes, cabbage, carrots, mixed greens, 
iceberg, leaf lettuce, parsley, potatoes. Major vegetables harvested by 
Wester growers included broccoli, cabbage, potatoes. Lettuce shipments 
included iceberg, leaf, romaine lettuce. Central, western areas harvested 
Citrus in reduced quantities last week. Central area groves shipped a small 
volume grapefruit, valencias, while western areas shipped a small volume 
of grapefruit. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Soil moisture 16% short, 
71% adequate, 13% surplus. Main farming activities: Planting soybeans, 
sorghum, rice, cotton; cutting hay; weed control; side dressing corn, 
sorghum; fertilizing, spraying hay, pastures; spraying, flushing rice fields; 
working cattle. Livestock good condition statewide. Bangs vaccinations, 
deworming, castrating, dehorning main cattle activities during the week. 
Alfalfa 4% poor, 19% fair, 72% good, 5% excellent. Other hay 3% poor, 
22% fair, 67% good, 8% excellent. Range, pasture feed 4% poor, 24% 
fair, 63% good, 9% excellent. 





CALIFORNIA: = Fieldwork was in full swing until midweek rainfall halted 
activity in most areas. Wheat, barley were heading, rapidly maturing, 
although lodging was still prevalent in some southem San Joaquin Valley 
fields. Com, cotton and black eye beans were being planted in the 
Sacramento, San Joaquin Valleys before the rains. Early-planted cotton 
fields were growing well, some were being hand weeded. Newly planted 
cotton was not germinating, due to soil crusting and excessive moisture in 
the San Joaquin Valley. Some replanting of cotton may be necessary. Old 
crop sugar beets were harvested, while new crop fields were hand weeded. 
Rice planting made very little progress in the Sacramento Valley, due to the 
rain, wet conditions. Alfalfa, small grains, winter forages were cut for hay 
or green chopped where conditions permitted. Windrowed hay suffered 
moderate to severe rain damage in many areas. With the wet weather 
cherry growers were concerned that fruit may split. Since cherry maturity 
has been behind, damage may be limited. Grape growers were thinning 
shoots, leaves, applying sulfur for mildew control. Peaches, plums, 
nectarines were thinned. Some early-variety freestone peaches were 
picked in Fresno County. New crop citrus continued to bloom. Current 
crop navel oranges were picked. Valencia oranges were also picked. 
Lemon, grapefruit harvests were active. Wet weather slowed vegetable 





fieldwork in many areas. Broccoli, cauliflower were harvested in the 
coastal valley, San Joaquin Valley. Head, leaf lettuce harvest continued 
where possible in central counties. Late-spring lettuce was weeded, 
thinned, sprayed to control mildew, loopers, aphids. Some romaine lettuce 
fields were not harvested in the Gilroy-Hollister area due to quality 
problems. Asparagus harvest continued, was active in Monterey County 
despite the rainfall. Cool weather conditions hindered tomato development 
in the San Joaquin, Sacramento Valleys; some fields were several weeks 
behind schedule in Fresno County. Spring head, leaf lettuce harvest 
continued; overall quality was good, with some isolated decay problems. 
Spring melon harvest continued in the Imperial, Coachella Days suitable 
for fieldwork 7.0. Valleys. Sweet corn planting slowed in the central 
counties. Harvest continued in the desert areas. Ground preparation 
continued for Siskiyou County potatoes. Squash picking in Tulare County, 
already at least a week behind schedule, was at a standstill. Some losses 
were anticipated due to over maturity. Processing tomatoes needed 
warmer temperatures for optimum growth. Onions were planted in the 
Tulelake-Butte Valley area, harvested in the Imperial-Coachella Valley. 
Spinach was harvested in the San Joaquin Valley. Other crops harvested 
included potatoes, cilantro, parsley, mushrooms, carrots, cabbage, 
radishes. Pasture, rangeland across the State remained in excellent 
condition this week. At the highest elevations, rangeland was still under 
snow cover. At lower elevations, on south facing slopes, annual grasses 
were rapidly maturing, slowly beginning to dry out. In the foothills, range 
animals continued to make good weight gains on forage that was plentiful, 
excellent quality. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Topsoil 2% very short, 
23% short, 72% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 4% very short, 20% short, 
72% adequate, 4% surplus. Seasonal pattern of widely scattered, localized 
afternoon thunderstorms, with heavy rain and/or hail prevailed throughout 
the week. Additional moisture was welcomed in most areas, damaging hail 
caused some loss of crop potential. Spring barley 90% seeded, 97% 
1997, 82% avg.; 82% emerged, 84% 1997, 60% avg.; 4% poor, 30% fair, 
53% good, 13% excellent. Oats 74% seeded, 91% 1997, 73% avg.; 52% 
emerged, 74% 1997, 50% avg.; 1% poor, 12% fair, 80% good, 7% 
excellent. Dry onions 100% planted, 100% 1997, 92% avg.; 1% very poor, 
1% poor, 19% fair, 70% good, 9% excellent. Sugar beets 99% planted, 
100% 1997, 98% avg. Summer potatoes 89% planted, 99% 1997, 90% 
avg.; 13% emerged, 7% 1997, 3% avg. Fall potatoes 38% planted, 48% 
1997, 41% avg. Winter wheat 84% jointed, 81% 1997, 58% avg. Spring 
wheat 70% planted, 84% 1997, 60% avg.; 55% emerged, 53% 1997, 38% 
avg. Livestock in mostly fair to good condition. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.5. Topsoil moisture 60% 
adequate, 40% surplus. Subsoil moisture 92% adequate, 8% surplus. 
Acreage prepared for planting of spring crops 75%. Winter wheat 1% very 
poor, 1% poor, 12% fair, 70% good, 16% excellent; 50% headed, 18% 
1997, 20% avg. Com for grain 50% planted, 39% 1997, 50% avg.; 17% 
emerged. Barley 1% very poor, 2% poor, 16% fair, 66% good, 15% 
excellent, 100% headed, 79% 1997, 86% avg.; 10% turned, 0% 1997, 0% 
avg. Green peas 90% planted, 98% 1997, 94% avg. Sweet corn 45% 
planted, 30% 1997, 41% avg. Cucumbers 14% planted, 9% 1997, 8% 
avg. Cantaloupes 35% planted, 19% 1997, 16% avg. Snap beans 18% 
planted, 5% 1997, 10% avg. Tomatoes 25% planted, 8% 1997, 19% avg. 
Watermelons 33% planted, 17% 1997, 19% avg. Strawberries 80% 
bloomed, 68% 1997, 70% avg. Hay supplies 33% short, 66% adequate, 
1% surplus. Pasture feed 5% poor, 18% fair, 70% good, 7% excellent. 
Activities: Precipitation received throughout week hampered most farming 
activities in the State, increases in cereal leaf beetie activity, spreading of 
mildew in small grains. 
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FLORIDA Topsoil moisture throughout State mostly short to adequate, 
scattered areas very short moisture. High temperatures, scattered 
showers accompanied by strong, steady winds blowing over Peninsula 
during end of week. Some storms dropped hail in some Peninsula 
localities. Sugarcane growth normal. Wheat growers ready to start 
harvest. Dry soil conditions starting to delay cotton, peanut planting. Field 
preparations for spring planted crops active. Peanuts planted 38%. 
Vegetable harvesting slowed, some southern areas, activity picked up, 
northern localities. Major vegetables shipped during week include snap 
beans, blueberries, cabbage, carrots, celery, sweet com, cucumbers, 
eggplant, endive, escarole, lettuce, okra, parsley, peppers, potatoes, 
radishes, squash, tomatoes, watermelons. Hot, windy weather, with few 
showers citrus areas, rain needed, lots of irrigation. New foliage showing 
in well cared for groves. Post bloom fruit drop (blight) still occurring. 
Valencia harvest very active. Seediess grapefruit movement slowing, 
supplies limited. Caretakers cutting cover crops, spraying, herbiciding. 
Pasture feed 5% very poor, 15% poor, 65% fair, 15% good, 5% excellent. 
Cattle 5% very poor, 5% poor, 55% fair, 35% good. Pasture in Panhandle 
showed drought stress. Grass growth throughout State hampered by dry 
conditions. Cattle condition generally fair to good. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Soil moisture 7% short, 53% 
adequate, 40% surplus. Corn 4% poor, 26% fair, %58 good, 12% 
excellent. Cotton 1% very poor, 5% poor, 33% fair, 56% good, 5% 
excellent. Hay 1% very poor, 5% poor, 23% fair, 61% good, 10% 
excellent. Peanuts 1% very poor, 5% poor, 33% fair, 55% good, 6% 
excellent. Sorghum 1% poor, 15% fair, 80% good, 4% excellent; 17% 
planted, 20% 1997, 38% avg. Soybeans 2% poor, 43% fair, 52% good, 
3% excellent. Tobacco 3% poor, 30% fair, 61% good, 6% excellent; 99% 
transplanted, 100% 1997; 100% avg. Wheat 100% boot, 100% 1997, 
100% avg. Onions 14% poor, 26% fair, 48% good, 12% excellent; 49% 
harvested, 77% 1997, 58% avg. Watermelons 4% poor, 36% fair, 52% 
good, 8% excellent; 93% planted, 95% 1997, 96% avg. Apples 1% poor, 
13% fair, 77% good, 8% excellent; 99% blooming, 100% 1997, 100% avg. 
Peaches 16% very poor, 19% poor, 32% fair, 23% good, 10% excellent; 
2% harvested, 3% 1997, 5% avg. Severe thunderstorms, heavy rain, 
damaging hail, tornados limited fieldwork. Rainfall variable, more than 3.00 
in. some areas. Cool temperatures still slowing some crop growth. Overall 
crop conditions improved slightly. Corn planting progress advancing, less 
than a week behind last year and average. Wheat development equal to 
last year. Small grain diseases spreading. Hay harvest delayed again, 
quality deteriorating. Activities: Planting cotton, peanuts, sorghum, 
soybeans. Cultivating tobacco. Preparing land, applying fertilizer; 
herbicides. 





HAWAII: Overali conditions fair for agriculture. Crop progress slowed by 
overcast skies, cool temperatures, localized showers. Showers helped 
some crops. Papaya benefited from showers. Harvesting active. Banana 
orchards generally good to fair condition. Showers aided growth. 
Watermelon harvesting increasing. Crop condition good. Light damage 
from wind, insects. Head cabbage supplies heavy. Crop in good condition. 
Sweet com harvesting picking up. Plantings in fair to good condition. 
Tomato, cucumber harvesting at moderate levels. Overall crop condition 
fair to good. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.10 Topsoil 4% surplus, 85% 
adequate, 11% short. Warm, dry conditions allowed for substantial 
planting progress throughout the State. Small area of south-central areas 
experienced heavy rain, hail, and frost forcing some replanting of sugar 
beets. Apples in post-bioom, other stone fruits developing normally. Hay, 
roughage supply 22% surplus, 67% adequate, 11% short. Alfalfa hay ist 
cutting 1% complete. Irrigation supply 47% excellent, 53% good. Dry 
beans planted 7%, 1997 6%, avg. 5%. Dry peas planted 92%, 1997 26%, 
36% avg.; emerged 36%, 1997 18%, 21% avg. Lentils planted 88%, 1997 
15%, 26% avg.; emerged 26%, 1997 5%, 11% avg. Oats planted 79%, 
1997 59%, 59% avg.; emerged 51%, 1997 35%, 34% avg. Onions 
emerged 99%, 1997 100%, 76% avg. Com planted 70%, 1997 56%, 39% 
avg.; emerged 23%, 1997 9%, 6% avg. Potatoes planted 56%, 1997 47%, 
50% avg.; emerged 3%, 1997 5%, 3% avg. Barley jointed 9%. Spring 
wheat jointed 12%. Winter wheat jointed 70%; booted 9%. Sugar beets 
planted 99%, 1997 99%, 98% avg.; emerged 73%, 1997 60%, 57% avg. 
Activities: Planting potatoes, small grains, dry peas, lentils, onions, corn, 





sugar beets, field preparation, weed control, irrigation, branding calves, 
fencing, moving livestock to spring pasture. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.0. Topsoil 15% adequate, 85% 
surplus. Another wet week across State hindered almost all field activities. 
Some wheat fields are ponding, there is concern as to how much damage 
the excess moisture could cause. Other activities included hauling grain, 
applying fertilizer, herbicides, wishing for drier conditions. Winter wheat 
filled 1%, 0% 1997, 0% avg. Oats 94% planted, 100% 1997, 86% avg. 
Oats 2% poor, 24% fair, 60% good, 14% excellent. Alfalfa hay 1% poor, 
12% fair, 65% good, 22% excellent; ist cut 1%, 1% 1997, 1% avg. Red 
clover 1% poor, 17% fair, 66% good, 16% excellent. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 0.7. Topsoil 14% adequate, 86% 
surplus. Subsoil 29% adequate, 71% surplus. Cumulative days suitable 
for the past 6 weeks is a meager 9.4 days. Corn planting is about 2 weeks 
behind normal, soybean planting about 10 days. Even though little corn 
has been planted, some farmers already face the possibility of replanting 
as continued rainfall has left water standing in fields across the State. 
Winter wheat 98% jointed, 87% 1997, 73% avg. There has been an 
increase in disease reports. However, condition remains very good. 
Range, pasture feed 1% poor, 22% fair, 53% good, 24% excellent. 
Activities: Planting corn, soybeans; applying bum-down herbicide, field 
preparation, caring for livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. Topsoil short 5%, adequate 63%, 
surplus 32%. Subsoil short 2%, adequate 66%, surplus 32%. Apart from 
eastem and south-central areas, where planting progress continues to be 
hindered by wet conditions, drier weather allowed farmers to spend a lot of 
time in fields. The 1998 row crops: primary seedbed preparation completed 
(includes fall tillage) 85%, 85% 1997, 74% avg.; fertilizer application 
completed (includes fall application) 90%, 90% 1997, 79% avg. Corn 
planted 77%, 74% 1997, 53% avg.; emerged 8%, 3% 1997, 7% avg. 
Soybeans planted 14%, 11% 1997, 10% avg. Oats planted 93%, 97% 
1997, 84% avg.; emerged 68%, 72% 1997, 63% avg. Winter wheat 7% 
poor, 25% fair, 57% good, 11% excellent. Pasture feed 4% poor, 22% fair, 
57% good, 17% excellent. In general, satisfactory livestock reports: 
Animals doing better, feed yards drying out. Still battling wet, muddy 
feediots across eastern, south-central areas; scours, calf losses continue. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7. Topsoil 2% short, 84% 
adequate, 14% surplus. Subsoil 4% short, 85% adequate, 11% surplus. 
Wheat jointing 99%, 96% 1997, 93% avg. Precipitation across the State 
was spotty, with some areas receiving heavy rains, hail. Some fields in the 
central part of the State are showing signs of nitrogen deficiency. Insect, 
disease infestations remain light. Alfalfa hay 1st cutting 12%, 7% 1997, 
3% avg. Maior field activities: Seedbed preparation, planting fall crops. 
Fieldwork was slowed in some areas due to wet fields. Pasture feed 3% 
poor, 17% fair, 64% good, 16% excellent. Major livestock activities, 
moving cattle to summer pasture. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.0. Topsoil 19% adequate, 
81% surplus. Subsoil 27% adequate, 73% surplus. Previously wet soils, 
continued rains caused field activity to be less than 2 days suitable for 
fieldwork for the third straight week. Farmers maintained bams, 
machinery, fences, prepared for planting, worked cattle, clipped pastures. 
Com planting, tobacco setting, seedbed preparation were near a standstill 
for the week. Tobacco plant size in beds 41% less than 2 in., 36% 2 to 4 
in. and 23% larger than 4 in. Burley tobacco acreage set 4% compiete. 
Dark type tobacco setting just beginning. Ninety-nine percent report 
adequate plants for setting, while 1% report a short supply. Winter wheat 
5% very poor, 11% poor, 33% fair, 42% good, 9% excellent. About 84% 
of the wheat crop headed or heading. Pasture feed 2% poor, 20% fair, 
57% good, 21% excellent. Hay 3% poor, 24% fair, 54% good, 19% 
excellent. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Soil moisture 3% very 
short, 18% short, 75% adequate, 4% surplus. Corn 1% very poor, 4% 
poor, 15% fair, 68% good, 12% excellent; 0% silked, 0% 1997, 0% avg. 
Cotton 28% emerged, 19% 1997, 44% avg. Cotton planting continues. 
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Hay 27% 1st cutting, 25% 1997, 21% avg. Rice 1% very poor, 3% poor, 
28% fair, 60% good, 8% excellent. Some rice fields being replanted due 
to weak stands. Sorghum 57% emerged, 54% 1997, 45% avg. Soybeans 
27% emerged, 14% 1997, 11% avg. Group IV, some group V soybeans 
were planted. Spring plowing 99% plowing, 89% 1997, 92% avg. 
Sugarcane 1% poor, 16% fair, 56% good, 27% excellent. Sweet potatoes 
6% planted, 7% 1997, 6% avg. Wheat 3% very poor, 9% poor, 24% fair, 
58% good, 6% excellent; 90% turning color, 50% 1997, 54% avg.; 11% 
harvested, 2% 1997, 1% avg. Livestock 1% very poor, 3% poor, 25% fair, 
61% good, 10% excellent. Vegetables 3% poor, 26% fair, 61% good, 10% 
excellent. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.4. Subsoil 1% short, 56% 
adequate, 43% surplus. Topsoil 40% adequate, 60% surplus. Acreage 
that has been prepared for planting of spring crops 67%. Winter wheat 3% 
very poor, 5% poor, 23% fair, 55% good, 14% excellent; 55% headed, 
41% 1997, 35% avg. Barley 3% very poor, 5% poor, 16% fair, 52% good, 
24% excellent; 100% headed, 81% 1997, 82% avg.; 15% tumed, 1% 
1997, 1% avg. Rye 2% poor, 11% fair, 68% good, 19% excellent; 85% 
headed, 68% 1997, 61% avg. Field corn 50% planted, 51% 1997, 50% 
avg.; 24% emerged. Sweet com 52% planted, 43% 1997, 43% avg. 
Green peas 89% planted, 96% 1997, 88% avg. Tomatoes 51% planted, 
60% 1997, 57% avg. Cantaloupes 41% planted, 62% 1997, 50% avg. 
Watermelons 38% planted, 41% 1997, 40% avg. Snap beans 29% 
planted, 10% 1997, 39% avg. Lima beans 5% planted, 5% 1997, 12% 
avg. Strawberries 79% bloomed, 75% 1997, 71% avg; 5% harvested, 0% 
1997, 0% avg. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 2% poor, 10% fair, 55% good, 
32% excellent. Hay supplies 19% very short, 22% short, 58% adequate, 
1% surplus. Activities: Corn planting continued, wet weather slowed most 
farming activities. Small grain maturity continued well ahead of the 5-year 
average. However, reports of mold, mildew spreading on wheat, barley 
Started to turn. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 1% very short, 9% 
short, 67% adequate, 23% surplus. Subsoil 7% short, 72% adequate, 
21% surplus. Asparagus harvested 47%, 12% 1997, 8% avg. Barley 
planted 95%, 66% 1997, 49% avg. Potatoes planted 69%, 61% 1997, 
33% avg.; emerged 15%, 25% 1997. Rain prevented fieldwork in many 
areas until later in week, caused crusting. The Upper Peninsula, northern 
Lower Peninsula received little rain, are below normal since April 1. 
Southern third of the Lower Peninsula had areas of locally heavy rains. 
Crops are 10 days to 2 weeks ahead of normal. Com, soybeans planting 
advanced rapidly late week as much early-planted corn emerged. Growth 
of alfalfa, pastures, wheat excellent. Alfalfa maturity was of normal, with 
first cuttings expected in May. Wheat scouting was active. Planting oats, 
barley nearing completion. Potato planting continued. Most asparagus 
growers in 5th or 6th harvest. Cabbage plants excellent condition due to 
cooler weather, adequate moisture. Carrots, early onions emerged. 
Tomato planting began. Sweet corn emerging in the southeast. 
Widespread light damage to fruit buds from late-April frosts. Tree spraying 
and planting small fruit kept growers active. Peach leaf curl symptoms 
were widely evident. Apples full bloom. Frost damage Grand Rapids area 
highest in Jonagold, Idared, Red Delicious. Spur death in Empires 
reported in the Northwest. Pears in full bloom in the west-central, and petal 
fall in the south. In the northwest, sweet cherries in petal fall, tart cherries 
in full bloom. Peaches at shuck split. Strawberries in first bloom; 
blueberries in late pink bud. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 7% very short, 
25% short, 65% adequate, 3% surplus. Corn 98% ground prepared, 87% 
1997, 60% avg.; 94% planted, 75% 1997, 46% avg.; 43% emerged, 2% 
1997, 2% avg. Soybeans 76% ground prepared, 39% 1997, 22% avg.; 
53% planted, 17% 1997, 9% avg. Spring wheat 93% planted, 22% 1997, 
40% avg.; 55% emerged, 4% 1997, 12% avg. Oats 96% planted, 78% 
1997, 69% avg.; 72% emerged, 29% 1997, 27% avg. Barley 91% 
planted, 20% 1997, 36% avg.; 48% emerged, 4% 1997, 11% avg. Sugar 
beets 99% planted, 69% 1997, 53% avg. Sunflowers 27% planted, 0% 
1997, 6% avg. Green peas 71% planted, 58% 1997, 46% avg. Potatoes 
60% planted, 37% 1997, 32% avg. Sweet corn 41% planted, 24% 1997, 
18% avg. Dry edible beans 22% planted, 4% 1997, 4% avg. Flax 54% 
planted, 0% 1997, 5% avg. Winter wheat 9% poor, 36% fair, 42% good, 
13% excellent. Alfalfa 5% poor, 26% fair, 57% good, 12% excellent. Rye 





2% poor, 36% fair, 51% good, 11% excellent. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 
10% poor, 32% fair, 51% good, 5% excellent. Excellent spring conditions 
last week helped farmers to continue their rapid progress in completing the 
planting of their crops. Also, many areas of the State benefited from some 
moisture during the latter part of the week. Records were established for 
corn planted, corn emerged, soybeans planted. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Soil moisture 9% short, 
72% adequate, 19% surplus. Corn 90% planted, 99% 1997, 92% avg.; 
84% emerged, 94% 1997, 83% avg.; 6% poor, 21% fair, 61% good, 12% 
excellent. Rice 86% planted, 89% 1997, 79% avg.; 65% emerged, 63% 
1997, 61% avg.; 6% poor, 34% fair, 56% good, 4% excellent. Soybeans 
40% planted, 34% 1997, 31% avg.; 26% emerged, 21% 1997, 22% avg. 
Peanuts 7% planted, 9% 1997, 49% avg. Sweet potatoes 1% planted, 
10% 1997, 11% avg. Hay 18% harvested (cool season), 47% 1997, 26% 
avg. Wheat 85% heading, 99% 1997, 99% avg.; 2% mature; 2% very 
poor, 6% poor, 40% fair, 50% good, 2% excellent. Watermelons 52% 
planted, 86% 1997, 83% avg.; 3% poor, 29% fair, 60% good, 8% 
excellent. Blueberries 1% very poor, 12% poor, 25% fair, 54% good, 8% 
excellent. Cattle 1% very poor, 4% poor, 21% fair, 61% good, 13% 
excellent. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 5% poor, 21% fair, 61% good, 12% 
excellent. Activities: Planting cotton, soybeans, rice, watermelons. 
Favorable weather allowed farmers to plant approximately 30% of the 
cotton acreage last week. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.0. Topsoil 1% short, 45% 
adequate, 54% surplus. Wet weather, muddy fields continued to hamper 
fieldwork efforts. Corn planting most advanced in the southwest 93%, 
southeast districts at 86%, while northeast 10%, north-central 29% are 
least advanced. Wheat heading most advanced southeast district 94%, 
south-central 90%, southwest 83%, while heading just beginning in the 
northern third of State. First crop alfalfa cut 6%, 3% 1997, 2% avg. 
Ground tilled for spring crops 73%, 84% 1997, 75% avg. Precipitation 
past week avg 1.30 in., varying from 0.60 in. northwest to 2.41 in. 
southeast district. Pasture feed 2% poor, 15% fair, 66% good, 17% 
excellent. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 29% very short, 
49% short, 22% adequate. Subsoil 24% very short, 39% short, 37% 
adequate. Dry conditions continue to persist across most of the State. 
Seeding well ahead of normal. Oats seeded 71%, 44% 1997, 48% avg.; 
emerged 33%, 12% 1997, 14% avg. Corn seeded 55%, 47% 1997, 49% 
avg.; emerged 33%, 1% 1997, 8% avg. Sugar beets seeded 99%, 92% 
1997, 85% avg.; emerged 85%, 41% 1997, 29% avg. Dry beans seeded 
33%, 21% 1997, 16% avg.; emerged 6%, 0% 1997, 2% avg. Potatoes 
planted 11%, 11% 1997, 16% avg. Calving 96% complete, lambing 88% 
complete. Cattle moved to summer ranges 41%, sheep moved 44%. 





NEBRASKA: Day suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil 4% very short, 36% 
short, 59% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 3% very short, 14% short, 80% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Fieldwork activities were in full swing last week, 
with com producers making excellent planting progress. Although the dry 
weather conditions were good for fieldwork activities, rain was needed to 
encourage crop emergence and grass growth. As of 8th, western wheat 
fields were in need of moisture. One inch of rainfall was recorded in parts 
of the West over the weekend. Winter wheat 3% very poor, 14% poor, 
32% fair, 44% good, 7% excellent; 54% jointed, 40% 1997, 53% avg. As 
of Friday, wheat stands in western, southwestern fields were beginning to 
show signs of stress due to lack of topsoil moisture. Com 83% planted, 
64% 1997, 49% avg.; 8% emerged, 5% 1997, 6% avg. Soybeans 12% 
planted, 4% 1997, 5% avg. Sorghum 9% planted, 4% 1997, 2% avg. 
Alfalfa 2% poor, 23% fair, 64% good, 11% excellent. Pasture reed 1% 
very poor, 6% poor, 26% fair, 62% good, 5% excellent. Activities: 
Finalizing oats seeding, spring tillage, irrigation, grain marketing, working 
cattle. 





NEVADA: Temperatures turned colder as several storm systems 
traversed the State. Average temperatures were several degrees below 
normal in the south, near to slightly below normal in the north. Precipitation 
traces in Las Vegas to over 2.00 in. Winnemucca. Rain, snow melt 
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combined to push stream, river levels near flood stage in northeastern 
areas. Spring grain planting continued where weather permitted. Potato 
planting was slowed by rains in Humboldt County. Alfalfa growth was 
slowed by the cooler weather with harvest approaching. Weeds are more 
of a problem than usual due to the above-normal Spring precipitation. 
Calving, lambing continued, well along. Branding, shearing continued. 
Main farm, ranch activities: Field preparation, fertilizing, planting, working 
livestock. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.1. Topsoil 2% short, 
51% adequate, 47% surplus. Subsoil 2% short, 51% adequate, 47% 
surplus. Pasture feed 8% fair, 63% good, 29% excellent. Maine potatoes 
10% planted, 0% 1997, 5% avg.; condition good. Massachusetts potatoes 
80% planted, 45% 1997, 40% avg.; 5% emerged, condition good. Rhode 
Island potatoes 50% planted, 40% 1997, 35% avg.; condition good. Oats 
in Maine 25% planted, 0% 1997, 10% avg.; 10% emerged, condition good. 
Barley in Maine 25% planted, 0% 1997; 5% emerged; condition good. 
Field com 5% planted, 5% 1997, 10% avg.; <5% emerged; condition good. 
Sweet corn 25% planted, 20% 1997, 20% avg.; 10% emerged; condition 
good to fair. First cut hay 0% harvested, 0% 1997, 0% avg.; condition good 
to excellent. Apples full bloom, condition fair to good. Peaches petal fall, 
condition good. Pears petal fall, condition good. Strawberries bud 
stage/early bloom, condition good to fair. Cranberries bud stage, condition 
good. Highbush blueberries early bloom/bud stage, condition good. Wild 
blueberries bud stage/early bloom, condition fair. Rain delayed fieldwork, 
hampered planting, provided less than optimal pollination conditions for 
apples during full bloom. Major farm activities: Moving livestock to pasture, 
planting where conditions allowed. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 2. Due to an abundant 
amount of rain occurring throughout the week. Farming activities were 
limited to repairing equipment with some planting, harvesting as the 
weather permitted. Spraying for diseases, pests was interrupted by the 
rain, moderate winds. Farmers are planting snap beans, sweet corn, 
tomatoes, peppers, squash, pickles, eggplant. Increasing harvest of 
lettuce (all types except iceberg), Chinese cabbage, Swiss chard, 
asparagus, arugula, radishes, kale, parsley, beets, cilantro, herbs, spinach, 
endive, escarole, leeks occurring. Peaches are starting to size. Applies are 
setting. Strawberries (under plastic) are being harvested. Wheat, rye and 
barley are heading up. First cutting of hay for silage reported in some 
localities. Farmers are planting field corn. Pastures are in good to 
excellent condition. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Topsoil 3% very short, 
36% short, 60% adequate, 1% excellent. The week was characterized by 
dry weather, with temperatures a little below normal. Winter wheat 8% 
poor, 36% fair, 55% good, 1% excellent; 49% headed, 41% 1997, 52% 
avg. Cotton plantings, at one time far behind schedule, moved to almost 
normal for the year, 70% planted, 69% 1997, 71% avg.; 2% poor, 49% fair, 
38% good, 11% excellent. Corn condition was reported as 12% fair, 84% 
good, 4% excellent; 62% planted, 67% 1997; 21% emerged. Alfalfa 1st 
Cutting continued in the south as northern, eastern producers continued to 
prepare for harvest. By the end of last week, 29% 1st cut was completed 
statewide, 23% 1997; 2% very poor, 7% poor, 25% fair, 50% good, 16% 
excellent. With chile planting finished, the crop condition was 1% poor, 
32% fair, 51% good, 16% excellent. Lettuce harvest continued, 18% 
harvested; 12% fair, 29% good, 59% excellent. Onion condition remained 
good to excellent. Apples also remained in good condition, with an average 
fruit set. Pecans in good to excellent condition, with an average nut set 
reported. Cattle, sheep were mostly in fair to good condition. Pasture feed, 
range 1% very poor, 14% poor, 30% fair, 50% good, 5% excellent. 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.5. Soil moisture 6% short, 
60% adequate, 34% surplus. Pasture feed 10% fair, 42% good, 48% 
excellent. Hay growing rapidly. Wheat condition 84% good, 16% 
excellent. Planting ahead of schedule. Corn 24% planted, 15% 1997, 
13% average. Oats 79% planted, 50% 1997, 42% avg. Potato planting 
active. Soybean planting expected next week. Hudson Valley fruit 2 
weeks ahead of normal. Champlain Valley apples at 50% full bloom. 
Excellent weather for pollination. Frost damage to Lake Ontario apples 
spotty. Cool, wet weather slowed vegetable development. Planting 





delayed across the State. Cabbage transplants and sweet com were in 
good condition. Wetness prevented onion growers from spraying. 
Strawberry growers concemed that moisture may cause fungal problems. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7. Soil moisture 48% 
adequate, 52% surplus. Several strong storms, continuing rain throughout 
the week hindered fieldwork for most crops. Corn, cotton, peanuts, 
sorghum, soybeans, flue-cured tobacco are all behind average in planting 
progress. Activities included: Planting corn, cotton, peanuts, sorghum, 
soybeans; transplanting flue-cured tobacco; tending tobacco beds; tending 
livestock; repairing equipment. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Topsoil 1% very short, 
16% short, 78% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil 3% very short, 19% short, 
73% adequate, 5% surplus. Producers continued to show excellent 
planting progress despite rain during the later part of the week. Plantings 
of all crops progressed well ahead of average, last year. Emerged crops 
were reported in good to excellent condition. Wild oats, quack grass, 
Canadian thistle were reported as a problem in early season crops. Durum 
wheat 37% planted, 10% 1997, 19% avg.; 9% emerged, 1% 1997, 3% 
avg. Canola 66% planted, 11% 1997; 15% emerged, 0% 1997. Corn 
64% planted, 17% 1997, 15% avg.; 8% emerged, 2% 1997, 1% avg. Dry 
edible beans 2% planted, 0% 1997, 1% avg. Flaxseed 40% planted, 3% 
1997, 5% avg.; 4% emerged, 0% 1997, 0% avg. Potatoes 50% planted, 
4% 1997, 13% avg.; 2% emerged, 0% 1997, 0% avg. Soybeans 20% 
planted, 0% 1997, 3% avg.; 2% emerged, 0% 1997, 0% avg. Sugar beets 
99% planted, 37% 1997, 48% avg.; 37% emerged, 3% 1997, 6% avg. 
Sunflower 5% planted, 0% 1997, 1% avg. Pasture conditions improved 
slightly during the week; however, rain is still needed in many areas. 
Supplemental feeds were fed to 39% of the cattle, 44% of the sheep. 
Calving was 96% complete, while lambing was 94% complete. Hay, 
roughage supplies 1% very short, 8% short, 88% adequate, 3% surplus. 
Grain, concentrates 1% very short, 7% short, 88% adequate, 4% surplus. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 0.9. Topsoil 18% adequate, 82% 
surplus. Corn planted almost 2 weeks 8 days behind avg.; emerged 3 
points behind avg. Soybeans planted 13 days behind avg.; 1% emerged, 
2% 1997, 1% avg. Winter wheat 92% jointed, 61% 1997, 55% avg.; 
headed 5 points ahead both 1997, avg. Oats planted 7 days ahead of avg.; 
emerged 9 days ahead of avg. Alfalfa, other hay 1% 1st cutting, 0% 1997, 
0% avg. Potatoes 47% planted, 64% 1997, 52% avg. Tobacco beds 88% 
plants up, 5% transplanted. Processing tomatoes 4% transplanted, 0% 
1997, 8% avg. Sugar beets 20% planted. Hay 1% very poor, 1% poor, 
16% fair, 52% good, 30% excellent. Oats 4% poor, 22% fair, 53% good, 
21% excellent. Strawberries 2% poor, 18% fair, 55% good, 25% excellent. 
Activities: Applying fertilizer, manure, top dressing winter wheat; minimal 
field tillage; bush hogging; pasture clipping; green chopping hay; spraying 
herbicides; buying seed, selling 1997 grain; planting sweet corn, garden 
vegetables; tree trimming; repacking wheel bearing; repairing, preparing 
machinery for planting; installing, fixing tile. Northern part: growers are 
transplanting vegetables. Southern part: growers are setting tomatoes in 
plastic. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.8. Topsoil 3% very short, 
20% short, 72% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil 7% short, 89% adequate, 
4% surplus. Dry weather reduced soil moisture supplies in the south. Wet 
weather, cool temperatures benefit wheat development in the north. Wheat 
3% soft dough, 6% 1997, 10% avg. Oats 64% heading, 66% 1997, 41% 
avg.; 5% soft dough, 22% 1997, 8% avg. Corn 5% fair, 93% good, 2% 
excellent, 99% planted, 53% 1997, 82% avg.; 30% up to stand, 35% 1997, 
58% avg. Sorghum 55% seedbed prepared, 42% 1997, 54% avg.; 2% up 
to stand, 3% 1997, 4% avg. Soybeans 74% seedbed prepared, 84% 
1997, 70% avg.; 27% planted, 30% 1997, 25% avg.; 7% up to stand, 13% 
1997, 10% avg. Peanuts 97% seedbed prepared, 77% 1997, 77% avg. 
Cotton 91% seedbed prepared, 76% 1997, 76% avg. Alfalfa hay 1% poor, 
20% fair, 67% good, 12% excellent; 48% 1st cutting, 31% 1997, 29% avg. 
Other hay 10% 1st cutting, 10% 1997, 27% avg. Livestock 1% poor, 15% 
fair, 80% good, 4% excellent. 
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OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 5% short, 86% 
adequate, 9% surplus. Subsoil 3% short, 90% adequate, 7% surplus. 
Winter wheat 7% fair, 45% good, 48% excellent. Winter wheat headed 
1%, 0% 1997, 3% avg. Barley planted 86%, 86% 1997, 74% avg. Spring 
wheat planted 97%. Range, pasture feed 9% fair, 78% good, 13% 
excellent. Activities: Eastern field crops looked good. Some alfalfa cut, 
planting continued in northeast. Early wheat headed in Mid-Columbia, 
while fieldwork continued where possible. Western producers harvested 
some green chop alfalfa, grass, clover, first cutting of hay began in 
Willamette Valley. Mint fields burned for rust, spraying continued for rust 
on new plantings of grass seeds. Hops being strung. Nurseries busy 
spring planting. Container stock, balled material still being shipped. 
Greenhouses busy supplying local garden centers with bedding plants. 
Irrigation of field stock started. Willamette Valley producers busy, with field 
preparation, planting sweet com, green beans, fresh market crops. Early 
fields of sweet corn, onions, green beans emerged, some leafy greens 
being harvested. Asparagus harvest in full swing in Northeast, where early 
potatoes showing good development. Onions, potatoes emerging in 
Malheur County. Willamette Valley strawberries near full bloom, 
caneberries blooming. Fruit set on pears, apples. Scab sprays being 
applied to apples, hazelnuts being sprayed for Eastern Hazelnut blight, 
fertilized. Rogue River Valley pears past bloom, growers spraying for scab, 
codling moth. South coast cranberry growth ranged early shoot growth to 
hook stage, blueberry bloom continued. Hood River apple bloom about 
over in lower valley, at petal fall in upper valley. Northeast cherry trees 
blooming. Livestock condition mostly good to excellent. Seasonal cattle 
movement to pastures, ranges continued. Growth good, due to warmer- 
than-normal weather. Some irrigation started in the Northeast and 
Willamette Valley. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.5. Soil moisture 1% 
short, 40% adequate, 59% surplus. Very poor week for fieldwork. Spring 
plowing 74% complete, 79% 1997, 68% avg. Oats planted 82% complete, 
88% 1997, 75% avg.; planted 28% complete, 42% 1997, 35% avg. Barley 
80% heading or headed, 32% 1997, 25% avg. Wheat 23% heading or 
headed, 7% 1997, 6% avg.; 1% poor, 9% fair, 70% good, 20% excellent. 
Oat 1% poor, 10% fair, 75% good, 14% excellent. Alfalfa, alfalfa mixtures 
stand 1% poor, 8% fair, 63% good, 28% excellent. Timothy clover stand 
1% very poor, 2% poor, 11% fair, 66% good, 20% excellent. Apples 98% 
pink, 90% 1997, 76% avg.; 91% full bloom or past, 71% 1997, 54% avg. 
Activities: Some planting of small grains; machinery maintenance; hauling 
manure; Caring for livestock. There was very limited amounts of fieldwork 
due to continuous rain in most areas. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2. Soil moisture 53% 
adequate, 47% surplus. Apples 6% fair, 88% good, 6% excellent. Barley 
93% headed, 98% 1997, 14% turned color, 42% 1997, 33% avg.; 1% 
poor, 27% fair, 36% good, 36% excellent. Cantaloupes 90% planted, 97% 
1997, 88% avg.; 14% poor, 21% fair, 57% good, 8% excellent. Com 97% 
planted, 100% 1997, 99% avg.; 92% emerged; 2% very poor, 5% poor, 
27% fair, 52% good, 14% excellent. Cucumbers 84% planted, 100% 
1997, 87% avg.; 2% poor, 44% fair, 39% good, 15% excellent. Hay 44% 
harvested, 52% 1997, 51% avg.; 2% poor, 34% fair, 55% good, 9% 
excellent. Oats 97% headed, 100% 1997, 94% avg.; 1% very poor, 3% 
poor, 39% fair, 47% good, 10% excellent. Peaches 3% very poor, 6% 
poor, 25% fair, 43% good, 23% excellent. Rye 98% headed, 98% 1997, 
32% tumed color, 51% 1997, 43% avg.; 1% very poor, 5% poor, 36% fair, 
51% good, 7% excellent. Snapbeans 83% planted, 85% 1997, 75% avg.; 
28% fair, 68% good, 4% excellent. Sorghum 37% planted, 40% 1997, 
24% avg.; 2% poor, 40% fair, 50% good, 8% excellent. Tobacco 99% 
transplanted, 98% 1997, 96% avg.; 21% fair, 72% good, 7% excellent. 
Tomatoes 92% planted, 96% 1997, 99% avg.; 15% fair, 82% good, 3% 
excellent. Watermelons 96% planted, 100% 1997, 91% avg.; 2% very 
poor, 2% poor, 34% fair, 55% good, 7% excellent. Winter wheat 95% 
headed, 99% 1997, 95% avg.; 26% turned color, 46% 1997, 32% avg.; 
1% very poor, 8% poor, 40% fair, 45% good, 6% excellent. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork, 6. Topsoil 4% very short, 
17% short, 69% adequate and 10% surplus. Subsoil 7% short, 75% 
adequate, 18% surplus. Small grain seeding is well ahead of the 5-year 
average. However, 4th of the last 5 years have been late. Winter wheat 
3% poor, 14% fair, 63% good, and 20% excelient. Spring wheat 1% poor, 





15% fair, 65% good, 19% excellent. Barley 1% poor, 13% fair, 70% good, 
and 16% excellent. Oats 1% poor, 14% fair, 70% good, and 15% 
excellent. Sunflower 14% seeded. Flaxseed 74% seeded, 2% last year, 
8% 5-year average. Alfalfa 3% poor, 15% fair, 63% good, and 19% 
excellent. Livestock 1% poor, 7% fair, 67% good, 25% excellent. Lambing 
88% complete, compared with 82% a year ago, and calving 90% 
complete,compared with 86% a year ago. Producers have moved 51% of 
the cattle to pasture. Feed supplies 1% very short, 4% short, 87% 
adequate, 8% surplus. Stock water supplies 3% short, 80% adequate, 
17% surplus. Range and pasture 1% very poor, 4% poor, 16% fair, 63% 
good, 16% excellent 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.0. Topsoil 27 % adequate, 
73 % surplus. Subsoil 32% adequate, 68% surplus. Corn 73% planted, 
85% 1997, 82% avg.; 53% emerged, 1% very poor, 5% poor, 37% fair, 
50% good, 7% excellent. Tobacco 3% transplanted, 12% 1997, 12% avg. 
Wheat 95% headed, 88% 1997, 84% avg.; 3% very poor, 7% poor, 28% 
fair, 52% good, 10% excellent. Alfalfa 1st cutting 9%, 15% 1997, 16% 
avg.; 3% poor, 27% fair, 59% good, 11% excellent. Pastures feed 1% 
poor, 17% fair, 64% good, 18% excellent. Other hay 3% poor, 20% fair, 
63% good, 14% excellent. Farmers throughout most of the State received 
more rain last week. In addition, tornadoes touched down in portions of 
middle, western areas. Some producers also experienced hail damage. 
Field activities such as com planting, tobacco transplanting, alfalfa cutting 
ranged from a few days to approximately a week behind schedule. 





TEXAS: Another week very hot weather, with virtually no rainfall 
occurred across State. A late-week frontal passage brought some 
moisture to Plains, North., However, relief very short lived as high winds 
continued to dry things down. Crops in the central, southern areas 
suffered under record-high temperatures that exceeded century mark. 
Windy conditions also worked against available soil moisture. Open 
conditions allowed fieldwork to progress. However, livestock held up 
despite hot weather, dry conditions. However, supplemental feeding 
increased over past few weeks to help hold body conditions. 

Crops: Corn crop in High Plains up, doing well, but irrigation has been 
steady to ensure good emergence. Planting continued in many fields. The 
crop in Blacklands, central wilted under high daytime temperatures, in 
immediate need of a rain. In Coastal Bend, fields beginning to tassel, 
holding up so far, but a rain seriously needed. Fields in Rio Grande Valley 
holding on, but lack of sufficient irrigation water could spell hard times if a 
rain does not happen soon. Corn 73% normal, 77% 1997; 1% silking, 1% 
1997, 2% avg. Cotton planting increased irrigated fields in Plains, north- 
central areas. Moisture needed for dryland planting begin. Late-planted 
fields in Blackiands need water also. Plants squaring in Coastal Bend, Rio 
Grande Valley. Fields in valley hurting for moisture as well. Cotton 63% 
normal; 3% squaring, 1% 1997, 3% avg. Grain sorghum planting slowy 
increased in Plains, north-central areas. Rain needed for further growth 
in Blacklands, where fields wilted under hot weather. Early-planted fields 
beginning to head in the central, Coastal Bend. Fields were also heading 
along Upper Coast. Grain sorghum 65% normal, 83% 1997; 5% headed, 
1% 1997, 3% avg. Peanut planting increased in the north-central areas, 
with early fields emerging good stands. Rainfall needed for good progress. 
Some planting occurred in the south-central areas under very dry 
conditions. Rice planting completed more fields during week. Early- 
planted fields received third flooding to help progress. Weeds continued 
a problem some fields. Rice 80% normal, 83% 1997; 85% emerged, 32% 
1997, 57% avg. Soybean planting began High Plains during week under 
dry conditions. Planting also continued northem Blacklands. where rain 
needed. Fields along Upper Coast still look good. However, moisture 
needed for further progress. Small grains in dryland fields in the High 
Plains continued to show signs of lack of sufficient moisture. Irrigated 
fields made good progress, but very high temperatures caused some 
stress. Fields continued to head. Dry conditions in the north-central areas 
Caused additional fields to be baled, grazed. Fields rapidly dried down in 
the Blacklands, where harvest got underway. Harvest increased in the 
Central, Coastal Bend. Early yields fair to good, 1% harvested, 0% 1997, 
0% avg. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, harvest onions, carrots, 
cabbage continued without delay under very dry conditions. Citrus harvest 
nearing completion most groves. San Antonio-Winter Garden, onion, 
potato harvest continued during week. A few fields watermelons 
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harvested. East, progress good for ali crops. High Plains, crops continued 
to make good progress under constant irrigation. Trans Pecos, 
cantaloups, chilies continued to make good progress. Pecans: Nuts 
forming many areas, with early reports of light set. Spraying began for first 
case bearer generation Central. Producers in other areas continued scout 
groves for case bearer activity. Peaches: Hill Country crop not sizing as 
desired due to dry conditions. Producers watering where available. The 
crop in other areas also hurting from hot, dry conditions. 
Range and Livestock: Some fertilizing pastures occurred last week. 
However, most producers waiting for rain. Supplemental feeding activity 
increased over past weeks as grazing conditions declined. Livestock 
conditions remained good, but flies continued a problem in many herds. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Topsoil 1% very short, 8% short, 
81% adequate, 10% surplus. Subsoil 6% short, 80% adequate, 14% 
surplus. Pasture feed, range 23% fair, 66% good, 11% excellent. 
Cattle/calves 15% fair, 71% good, 14% excellent. Sheep 14% fair, 78% 
good, 8% excellent. Spring wheat emerged 77%, 83% 1997, 78% avg. 
Barley emerged 69%, 79% 1997, 76% avg. Oats planted 69%, 74% 1997, 
71% avg.; emerged 45%, 44% 1997, 45% avg. Corn planted 45%, 51% 
1997, 45% avg.; emerged 3%. Potatoes planted 62%, 61% 1997, 26% 
avg. Alfalfa height 10.5 inches, 10 inches 1997, 9 inches avg. Apples full 
bloom or past 100%, 88% 1997, 55% avg. Tart cherries full bloom or past 
100%, 91% 1997. Ewes lambed on range 86%, 88% 1997, 84% avg. 
Sheep sheared on range 91%, 96% 1997, 89% avg. Sheep moved to 
summer range 8%, 17% 1997. Cattle/calves moved to summer range 
13%, 13% 1997, 10% avg. Major farm, ranch activities: Ground 
preparation, planting corn, branding or marking livestock. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.3. Topsoil 40% adequate, 60% 
surplus. Subsoil 55% adequate, 45% surplus. Corn 55% planted, 56% 
1997, 59% avg.; 30% emerged; 18% fair, 57% good, 25% excellent. 
Cotton 60% planted, 59% 1997, 72% avg. Peanuts 30% planted, 33% 
1997, 45% avg. Soybeans 3% planted, 3% 1997, 6% avg. Flue-cured 
tobacco 20% transplanted, 5% 1997, 22% avg. Dark fire cured tobacco 
6% transplanted, 2% 1997, 6% avg. Tobacco greenhouses 1% fair, 28% 
good, 71% excellent. Tobacco plantbeds 1% very poor, 7% poor, 28% fair, 
41% good, 23% excelient. Winter wheat 1% very poor, 7% poor, 21% fair, 
52% good, 19% excellent. Barley 1% very poor, 4% poor, 18% fair, 52% 
good, 25% excellent. Summer potatoes 1% poor, 30% fair, 50% good, 
19% excellent. Apples 10% fair, 75% good, 15% excellent. Peaches 35% 
fair, 60% good, 5% excellent. Pasture feed 1% poor, 11% fair, 61% good, 
27% excellent. Alfalfa 9% fair, 48% good, 43% excellent. Other hay 2% 
poor, 19% fair, 51% good, 28% excellent. Heavy widespread rains limited 
field activities to 2.3 days last week. Surplus moisture levels in many 
localities have caused muddy, impassible field conditions. Excessive 
rainfall accompanied by hail stopped planting progress in some 
southeastern localities and caused damage to wheat, corn, and cotton. 
Some com-producing areas continue to run 1 to 2 weeks behind in planting 
due to extreme wet conditions. Although com planting progress is slightly 
ahead of last year, producers have now fallen behind the 5-year average. 
Com producers are concerned with yellowing due to excess moisture and 
cool temperatures. Some producers are optimistic of an abundant hay 
supply this year based on initial cuttings. Other producers are now 
concerned about hay that has lodged due to over growth. However, some 
northem producers reported having very short hay due to cooler 
temperatures and a late frost. Flue, dark fire tobacco producers made 
good transplanting progress last week as conditions permitted. Other 
farming activities included vegetable planting in drier localities, land 
preparation for tobacco, fence repairing. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil 8% very short, 
31% short, 60% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 20% short, 78% 
adequate, 2% surplus. Winter wheat, dryland 2% very poor, 3% poor, 
15% fair, 60% good, 20% excellent; irrigated 75% good, 25% excellent. 
Spring wheat 99% planted, 89% 1997, 85% avg.; 93% emerged, 68% 
1997, 68% avg. Spring wheat, dryland 35% fair, 65% good; irrigated 70% 
good, 30% excellent. Barley 98% planted, 84% 1997, 80% avg.; 85% 
emerged, 56% 1997, 59% avg. Subsoil moisture has been adequate for 
most crops. Many areas were rapidly drying, with some crops beginning 
to show moisture stress. Rainfall amounts in the next 7 to 10 days could 
significantly impact crop development. Potatoes 95% planted, 91% 1997, 





90% avg.; 55% emerged, 49% 1997, 41% avg. Hay, other roughage 
supplies, 2% short, 68% adequate, 30% surplus. Range, pasture feed 8% 
poor, 10% fair, 59% good, 23% excellent. Fruit continued to progress 
ahead of normal. Most tree fruit crops set fruit well, warm weather aided 
in blossom thinning. Raspberries, strawberries, blueberries continued to 
bloom. Vegetable planting continued. Christmas tree growers were spot 
spraying Canada thistle. Grass silage making continued. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 1.4. Topsoil 41% 
adequate, 59% surplus. Extremely wet field conditions continue to delay 
planting, field activities. Rainy weather did improve pasture growth. Wheat 
4% fair, 56% good, 40% excellent; headed 43%, 16% 1997. Apple 92% 
fair, 8% good. Peach 82% fair, 18% good. Hay 2% poor, 33% fair, 56% 
good, 9% excellent. Intended acreage prepared for spring planting 69%, 
83% 1997, 74% avg. Corn planted 18%, 36% 1997, 38% avg. Oats 
planted 69%, 82% 1997, 80% avg.; emerged 32%, 51% 1997, 54% avg. 
Soybeans planted 3%, 6% 1997, 10% avg. Tobacco beds seeded 100%, 
100% 1997, 100% avg. Tobacco beds emerged 92%, 96% 1997, 96% 
avg. Cattle 1% poor, 15% fair, 77% good, 7% excellent; 96% calved. 
Sheep 11% fair, 87% good, 2% excellent; 95% lambed. Hay, roughage 
supplies 4% very short, 10% short, 83% adequate, 3% surplus. Feed 
grain supplies 2% very short, 5% short, 93% adequate. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.9. Soil moisture 4% very 
short, 15% short, 58% adequate, 23% surplus. Spring tillage 75% 
complete, 73 % 1997, 52% avg. Soybeans planted was 10% complete, 
10% 1997, 6% avg. Where field conditions permitted, farmers got an early 
Start planting soybeans. Planting conditions were mixed statewide. Many 
farmers have finished planting corn, the crop was emerging in some areas 
of the State. However, an observer in the Southeast District noted farmers 
were reordering shorter-season corn hybrids, because the fields were too 
wet to plant yet. Sweet corn and peas were being planted in Portage 
County. Peas were up in Waushara, Rock Counties. Tobacco beds were 
planted in Dane County. Alfalfa was nearly a foot tall in Dunn, Waupaca 
Counties, hay harvest activities may begin in 2 weeks. Pasture feed 1% 
very poor, 3% poor, 19% fair, 54% good, 23% excellent. Conditions were 
deteriorating in the North-Central District due to the dry conditions. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Topsoil 23% short, 64% 
adequate, 13% surplus. Subsoil 19% short, 81% adequate. Winter wheat 
15% fair, 47% good, 38% excellent; jointed 27%, 1% 1997, 11% avg. 
Barley seeded 87%, 88% 1997, 84% avg. Oats seeded 66%, 68% 1997, 
67% avg. Spring wheat seeded 83%, 65% 1997, 62% avg. Sugar beets 
planted 99%, 98% 1997, 96% avg. Corn planted 64%, 39% 1997, 46% 
avg. Dry beans planted 3%, 1% 1997, 2% avg. Range, pasture feed 23% 
fair, 61% good, 16% excellent. Spring calves born 96%, 99% 1997, 97% 
avg. Range flock ewes lambed 50%, 49% 1997, 47% avg. Range flock 
sheep shorn 86%, 85% 1997, 80% avg. Livestock 4% fair, 87% good, 9% 
excellent. Stock water 4% short, 94% adequate, 2% surplus. Range, 
pasture feed 23% fair, 61% good, 16% excellent. Precipitation brought 
relief to southern part of State, while northern areas remained dry. Mild 
weather pushed winter wheat development weil ahead of last year, average 
pace. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Weather conditions favored spring grain planting 
in Ukraine and Russia. 


EUROPE: Drier weather improved conditions for summer crop 
planting in the west, while rain continued to alleviate moisture deficits 
in southeastern areas. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Dry weather helped early winter grain 
harvesting in Morocco, while showers favored immature crops in 
eastern Algeria and Tunisia. 

AUSTRALIA: Rain returned to eastern winter grain areas. 


CANADA: Prairie plantings made good early progress. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA: Showers eased drought across the eastern 
Philippines, while hot, dry weather stressed coffee and rice in southern 


Vietnam. 


EASTERN ASIA: Unseasonable rain continued to benefit 


reproductive winter wheat and germinating summer crops across the 
North China Plain. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Dry weather eased flooding in northern 


Argentina and favored summer-crop harvesting across central 
Argentina and extreme southern Brazil. 


MEXICO: Hot, dry weather further reduced moisture supplies across 
northeastern and central Mexico. 











EUROPE 





Drier weather (precipitation amounts generally less than 10 mm) was 
accompanied by seasonable temperatures in England, France, 
Germany, and northern Italy, favoring winter and spring crop 
development and improving conditions for corn planting. Winter 
grains were mostly in the jointing stage in these areas, except in 
southern France and Italy’s Po Valley, where crops were likely in or 
approaching the heading stage. Crop progress for spring grains ranged 
from tillering to jointing. In Spain, dryness persisted in eastern areas, 
stressing nonirrigated crops. Farther east, variable showers (10-25 
mm, with local amounts in excess of 50 mm) fell from Poland 
southward through Hungary into Bulgaria and Greece. Greatest 
amounts of rain (25-50 mm) fell in Hungary and northern Yugoslavia. 
While the precipitation in these areas boosted yield prospects for 
winter grains nearing the heading stage, it interrupted corn and 
sunflower planting. Weekly temperatures averaged near normal 
throughout most of eastern Europe. 





‘NORTHWESTERN AFRICA 


Winter grains ranged from filling to mature over the region. Typically, 
winter grain harvesting begins in May and extends through July. 
Mostly dry weather in Morocco favored early winter grain harvesting, 
likely underway in southern areas. Farther east, dry weather hastened 
maturity in winter grains in western Algeria and southern Tunisia, 
while light showers (10-30 mm) favored immature crops in 
northeastern Algeria and northernmost crop areas in Tunisia. 
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In Ukraine, unseasonably warm, dry weather prevailed in central and 
southern areas, allowing rapid spring grain planting. Adequate soil 
moisture in these areas favored winter grains in the jointing stage. 
Elsewhere, light showers (10-25 mm) in northern and eastern Ukraine 
caused only brief planting delays. In Russia, winter grains were 
entering the heading stage in extreme southern areas and were tillering 
in the extreme north. Light to moderate showers (10-25 mm, with 
local amounts in excess of 25 mm) fell in most of Russia, maintaining 
favorable moisture conditions for winter grains and causing only 
temporary delays in spring grain planting that continued to progress 
northward. A warming trend occurred over most of Russia, with 
weekly temperatures averaging 2 to 4 degrees C above normal. The 
mild weather was especially welcomed in the north, promoting winter 
grain development and increasing soil temperatures for spring grain 
planting. Elsewhere, rainy weather (10-40 mm) in Belarus and the 


Baltics hampered spring grain planting but provided abundant 
moisture for winter grains in the jointing stage. 





CANADA 














Spring plantings are reportedly making good early progress. In the 
Prairies, dry, mild weather (average temperatures as much as 4 
degrees C above normal) continued to favor rapid fieldwork in al! 
provinces. On May 11, official estimates indicated that 
Saskatchewan’s spring plantings had reached the halfway mark, 40 
percentage points higher than the same time last year. Moisture 
reserves, however, were not nearly as favorable as last season. 
Manitoba reported similar progress. Last week, officials in Alberta 
estimated that all spring sowings would be finished by the third week 
in May. Moisture will be needed soon over a broad area from 
Alberta’s northeastern crop areas to Manitoba to ensure proper 
establishment. In addition, early development has been restricted by 
temperatures that continued to dip below freezing. Farther east, 
warm, dry weather in Ontario favored corn planting and winter wheat 
development. Temperatures averaged 4 to 6 degrees C above normal, 
with lows well-above freezing. Spring plantings were reportedly 
nearing completion in some districts by the end of last week. 





MEXICO 








Hot, dry weather further reduced moisture supplies across 
northeastern and central Mexico. Temperatures averaged 2 to 6 
degrees across the region, with highs ranging from 35 to 46 degrees 
C. Dry weather prevailed across southern Mexico, where rainfall 
typically averages about 10 mm per week during early May. 
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EASTERN ASIA 


Unseasonably moderate rainfall (10-50 mm, with 
isolated amounts greater than 70 mm) covered north- 
central China (southern Gansu eastward into Henan 
and southern Hebei). The rain benefited 
reproductive winter wheat and germinating summer 
crops. In Shandong, rainfall ranged from 5 to 18 
mm. In Manchuria, scattered light rain moistened 
topsoils for summer crop germination. Heavy rain 
(40-110 mm) erased lingering dryness in the Sichuan 
Basin. Light to moderate rain (10-50 mm) 
maintained irrigation supplies for early double-crop 
tice. Temperatures averaged near normal across the 
North China Plain, 1 to 3 degrees C above normal 
across Manchuria, and 3 to 5 degrees C above 
normal across southern China. Moderate rain (25-75 
mm, with isolated amounts greater than 100 mm) 
covered Japan, boosting rice moisture supplies. 
EASTERN ASIA Light rain (1-15 mm) covered the Korean peninsula, 
increasing moisture for summer crop planting. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA 


In Java and southern Sumatra, variable showers (10- 
60 mm) maintained adequate moisture supplies for 
main-season rice and increased supplies for second- 
season crops. Moderate showers (25-80 mm) eased 
drought across the eastern Philippines. Showers (15- 
40 mm, with isolated amounts greater than 70 mm) 
increased moisture supplies for rice transplanting 
across Thailand and northern Vietnam. Hot, dry 
weather (average temperatures 2-4 degrees C above 
normal), however, stressed coffee and early-planted 
summer-autumn rice in southern Vietnam. Showers 
eased dryness and aided oil palm across eastern 
Malaysia (Sabah and Sarawak) and peninsular 
Malaysia. 
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AUSTRALIA 
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Moderate to heavy rain (10-25 mm, locally 
exceeding 50 mm) returned to winter grain areas 
of Queensland and northern and central New South 
Wales. Although fieldwork was hampered, the 
rain maintained favorable moisture levels for 
establishment. Farther south, cool, dry weather 
prevailed from South Australia to southern New 
South Wales. Patchy frost likely occurred as far 
north as central New South Wales. In Western 
Australia, rain (5-20 mm) was generally confined 
to southwestern agricultural districts. In New 
Zealand, moderate showers (25 mm or greater) 
covered central North Island and northern South 
Island. Rainfall continued to be light (10 mm or 
less) in other primary agricultural areas. 





SOUTH AMERICA 








In northern Argentina and southern Paraguay, dry 
weather since April 29 has eased flooding and 
dried some cotton fields, but more dry weather is 
still needed. Dry weather favored summer crop 
harvesting across central Argentina. According to 
reports as of May 1, Argentine cotton, soybean, 
corn, and sunflowerseed crops were 21, 28, 44, and 
91 percent harvested, respectively. Last year at 
this time, cotton, soybean, corn, and sunflowerseed 
crops were 45, 61, 71, and 99 percent harvested, 
respectively. In southern Brazil, dry weather 
favored soybean harvesting in Rio Grande do Sul 
and southern Parana. Moderate showers (10-40 
mm) slowed harvesting from northern Parana into 
southern Mato Grosso. Temperatures averaged 1 
to 3 degrees C below normal across northern 
Argentina, southern Paraguay, and most of 
southern Brazil. 
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DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) 


ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICUL- 
TURE, RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY 
WEEK TO WEEK, AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT 
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THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON \ 


USERS...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM 

WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM 

SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS 

LIMITATIONS...MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALOW 

ROOTED CROPS WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE 
FROM A 5-FOOT PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERA- 
TURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55 DEG F. IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF 
THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED 
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SHADED AREAS 

INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 

ABOVE 3 EXCESSIVELY WET; SOME FIELDS 
27103 TOO WET; SOME STANDING WATER 

SOME FIELDS TOO WET; PROSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL 

MOISTURE ADEQUATE FOR PRESENT CROP WEEDS 

0 TO -1 PROSPECTS IMPROVED BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED 

-1 T0 -2 SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL ABNORMALLY ORY 

-2. 10 -3 DRYNESS EASED BUT FIELOS STILL EXCESSIVELY ORY 

-3 TO -4 SEVERE DRYNESS CONTINUES; MORE RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED 

BELOW -4 NOT ENOUGH RAIN; STILL EXTREMELY DRY 


FLOODED 


110 2 
0701 





NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary reports 


WNSHADED AREAS 
INDEX DECREASED 
ABOVE 3 
2103 


3 182 


OME DRYING BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY weattO 
MORE DRY WEATHER NEEDED; WORK DELAYED 
FAVORABLE EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPOTS 
FAVORABLE FOR NORMAL GROWTH AND FIELOWORK 
TOPSOIL MOISTURE SHORT; GERMINATION SLOW 
ABNORMALLY DRY; PROSPECTS DETERIORATING 
EXCESSIVELY DRY; YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCED 
POTENTIAL YIELOS SEVERELY CUT BY DRYNESS 
EXTREMELY ORY; MOST CROPS RUINED 


0 10 -1 
11h 
310 -4 


BELOW -4 











May 19, 1998 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 
MAY 10 - 16, 1998 
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(Continued from front cover) 

Early in the week, heavy precipitation 
continued to overspread the West. On 
Sunday, Winnemucca, NV netted 1.15 
inches of rain, breaking their calendar- 
day record for May. Rain changed to 
heavy, wet snow in some areas by 
midweek. On May 12-13, 24-hour 
snowfall reached 10 inches in Incline 
Village, NV, 9 inches in Truckee, CA, 
and 6 inches at Mt. Charleston, near 
Las Vegas, NV. On Tuesday, Los 
Angeles' (Civic Center) high of 58°F 
was lower than their lowest 
temperature (59°F) during all of May 
1997. In southern California, 6 
inches of snow accumulated in 
Wrightwood, elevation 6,200 feet. At 
nearby Mt. Wilson, month-to-date 
rainfall reached 10.58 inches. 
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Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F) 
MAY 10 - 16, 1998 





Rain twice overspread areas from the 
central Plains to the upper Great 
Lakes _ region. On Wednesday, 
measurable rain fell in Marquette, MI 
for the first time since April 18, ending 
their second-longest dry spell on record 
at 24 days. On Friday, severe me U 
thunderstorms swept northeastward : 
from the central Plains, producing 
wind gusts to 70 mph in Wichita, KS 
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and 86 mph in Omaha, NE. Weekly 
rainfall totaled 4.26 inches in Fargo, 
ND, 3.75 inches in International 
Falls, MN, and 2.44 inches in Huron, 
SD. Farther east, Tuesday marked the 
12th consecutive day with a trace or 
more of rain in Philadelphia, PA, 
tying their May record set in 1894, 
Williamsport, PA _ notched 13 
consecutive days with measurable rain 
(April 30 - May 12), breaking their all- 
time record set in May 1960. 


In contrast, extremely dry conditions, 
accompanied by hot weather, continued 
to grip areas from Texas to Florida. In 
Corpus Christi, TX, only 0.05 inches 
of rain fell from April 1 - May 16, ona 
pace to break their April-May record of 
0.08 inches, set in 1925. For the first 
time on record, no measurable rain fell 
in San Antonio, TX during the first 16 
days of May. On Thursday, measurable 
rain fell in Midland, TX for the first 
time since March 17, but amounted to 
only 0.02 inches. By week's end, a 
rainless streak in San Angelo, TX 
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stretched to 50 days, their ninth-longest dry spell (the record is 115 days in 1966-67), but 


their longest on record during the spring. In addition to the hot, dry weather, smoke from 
Mexican and Central American fires continued to plague much of Texas and adjacent areas 


of the South Central States. 


In Florida, Tallahassee logged three consecutive 
daily-record highs, including a pair of 99°F 
readings on May 14-15. Midland registered 
100°F on Thursday. Late in the week, heat spread 
northward. By Friday, highs reached or exceeded 
90°F as far north as Eau Claire, WI (93°F) and 
Houghton Lake, MJ (90°F). A day later, 
Massena, NY tallied 95°F, tying their May record. 


While thunderstorms sweep into the upper 
Midwest (right), smoke and haze--a by- 
product of Mexican and Central American 
wildfires--spreads northward from South 
Texas into the Mississippi Valley. 


GOES-8 VIS 
May 15, 1998 
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Average Soil Temperature (°F 4-lnch Bare) 
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cane JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
Based on preliminary data 








Average Pan Evaporation (Inches/Day) 
May 10 - 16, 1998 
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Based on preliminary data 











c 
= 
2 
az 
m 

Q. 

ce) 

ie 
Oo 
os 

G 

fs) 

hh 

@ 
- 
Need 

@ 
S 
im, 
at 

@ 
S 








wep Areuwpesd v0 peseg 


866) ‘91 Aew- Lb judy 








jJEUWON woul einuedeg skeq ees6eq Bulmoly 


eyep Areunuijexd uo poweg 
ALIHOV USHLVAM TWH INOUE LNIOF VOSTV/VWON 


8661 ‘SL Aew - | youeW 
JEWJON wo einwedeg sheg ees6eq Buimol5 














erp Areujuyjerd uo peseg “@10U J0 4 Sees60P 0S 

ALNDOW4 83HL EM TWSNLINSIdOv LNIOr VOSTVWWWON o} wnwyur Agep pure sso Jo 4 seesBep 
98 1 peywy esrMeledwe, Wnwprew 

oC ae 





q . \ 





. 


001 
0001: 
tee 


ae it, aan See 
8661 ‘OL Aew - | INdy 
sheq ae16eq Bulmoly jejoL 








eyep Assupamjeed uo peasy “esow JO 4 seeBep os 


ALIWOV4 YSHLVEM Wen Inowov LNIOC VOSN/VWON o) wnuwauw Ayep pues ssej Jo 4 seeep 
98 % peyum exqeledwe; wnuweew 
Sas ease 








8661 ‘OL Aew- 1 YsseW 
skeg 9e16ag Buimoly [e}OL 














Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin May 19, 1998 
National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending May 16, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7511) 
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 BAMNCHAM | 
HUNTSVILLE 
MOBILE 
MONTGOMERY 
ANCHORAGE 
BARROW 
FAIRBANKS 
JUNEAU 

KODIAK 

NOME 
FLAGSTAFF 
PHOENIX 
PRESCOTT 
TUCSON 

YUMA 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending May 16, 1998 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending May 16, 1998 
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NOTE: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 
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National Agricultural Summary 





May 11 - 17, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Temperatures averaged considerably above normal 
over most of the Nation east of the Rocky 
Mountains, promoting rapid crop development and 
increased field activity. In the eastern Corn Belt 
and Southeast, drier weather accompanied the high 
temperatures, allowing farmers to substantially 


Winter wheat: Above average temperatures prompted rapid 
development of the Nation’s winter wheat crop, especially in 
the central Great Plains and the eastern Corn Belt. Nearly one- 
half of the Kansas crop reached the headed stage during the 
week. In Illinois and Indiana, crop development was more than 
1 week ahead of normal. The crop matured rapidly in the 
southern Plains and harvest moved farther north in Texas and 
began in Georgia. Sixty-eight percent of the crop was rated 
good to excellent. Drier weather helped conditions improve 
slightly in the eastern Corn Belt. Excessive dryness caused 
Montana’s crop to deteriorate further. 


Corn: Planting accelerated in the eastern Corn Belt, where 
sunshine and high temperatures finally allowed soils to dry. In 
Illinois and Indiana, farmers were back to normal progress for 
this date, but Ohio farmers continued well behind the 5-year 
average despite good progress. The pace slowed in the western 
Corn Belt, where many farmers were finished planting corn. 
Warm weather promoted rapid germination in the western and 
northern Corn Belt. Nationally, nearly one-half of the crop has 
emerged. Rain and warm weather aided germination, especially 
in Iowa, where over one-half of the crop emerged during the 
week. 


Soybeans: Planted acreage more than doubled from the 
previous week to 38 percent, well ahead of the 5-year average. 
With corn planting nearing completion in the western Corn 
Belt, farmers rapidly planted soybeans. In lowa, farmers 
planted nearly one-half of their crop in spite of thunderstorms 
that brought heavy rainfall to some areas. Planting was also 
very active in the central Great Plains, especially Nebraska, 
where the pace was nearly as fast as in lowa. Progress was 
much slower and remained behind normal in the eastern Corn 
Belt, where farmers were more concerned with planting corn. 
Soybeans had emerged on 9 percent of the acres. Emergence 
was most advanced in the Mississippi Delta States. In the 
Corn Belt, only Minnesota had a significant acreage emerged. 


Cotton: Hot, dry weather in the Southeast rapidly dried wet 
soils and allowed farmers to make rapid progress planting their 


advance corn and cotton planting. A line of 
thunderstorms that formed in the Dakotas and 
moved across lowa improved soil moisture 
conditions and aided germination of small grains 
and corn. Cool, wet weather continued to hamper 
planting activities in California. 








cotton fields. In Georgia and South Carolina, farmers nearly 
doubled their planted acres. Progress was also very rapid in the 
Mississippi Delta region, where farmers planted more than one- 
third of their crop. Despite the rapid planting pace, progress 
remained behind normal across most of the Southeast. Cool, 
wet wether also kept California growers behind normal. 


Rice: Seventy-nine percent of the Nation’s rice crop has been 
planted, up from 71 percent the previous week and 2 
percentage points ahead of the 5-year average. Planting slowed 
in Texas and the Mississippi Delta States, where progress 
approached completion. In California, planting was active 
despite cool, wet weather, but remained well behind normal. 
Emergence was ahead of normal along the Gulf Coast and 
Mississippi Delta, with two-thirds of the crop rated good or 
excellent. 


Small grains: Planting of oats, barley, and spring wheat 
slowed as progress neared completion for all three crops. 
Warm weather promoted rapid germination, especially in the 
northern Plains, where nearly one-fourth of the spring wheat 
and almost one-third of the barley emerged. Oats emerged most 
rapidly in the Great Lakes States. The above-normal 
temperatures have aided conditions in most of the small grains 
States despite a growing shortage of soil moisture. 
Approximately three-quarters of the small grains were rated 
good or excellent in all States except Montana, where spring 
wheat and barley conditions were much poorer due to excessive 


dryness. 


Other crops: Sorghum planting reached 33 percent, equal 
to the 5-year average. Rapid progress was made in the central 
Great Plains despite above-normal rainfall in some major 
sorghum-growing districts. Growers in the Mississippi Delta 
States also made good progress. Dry soils limited planting in 
the southern Plains. Peanut planting rapidly advanced to 61 
percent compared with 31 percent a week ago. Despite the 
rapid progress, farmers in the Southeast remained behind 
normal, while growers in the southern Plains continued ahead 
of normal. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 





Week Ending May 17, 1998 
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These 1 States planted 94% of 
last year's soybean acreage. 
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Week Ending May 17, 1998 
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These 9 States planted 57% of last 
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MN 93 





MT 83 





ND 72 





SD 97 





ALL 81 





These 5 States planted 96% of last 
year's spring wheat acreage. 








Spring Wheat Percent Emerged 
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MN 81 55 13 29 
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MS 86 
96 

71 





























slelsigisialgigisis 
lola leis ila ia les 
& le 8 iz 18 leis isisis 
































May 17. Prev Prev 5Yr ™ 
1998 Week © Year ALL 


These 5 States planted 96% of last 
year's rice acreage. 














Rice Percent Emerged 
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1998 Week Year Avg 

AR 71 51 57 

CA 0 0 18 

LA 94 86 80 

MS 8265 72 

™ 91 85 70 

ALL 66 53 57 

These 5 States planted 96% of last 
year's rice acreage. 























These 12 States planted 99% of 
last 

















These 5 States planted 96% of last 
year's spring wheat acreage. 








Peanuts Percent Pianted 
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These 8 States planted 99% of last 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the Worid Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Warmer, drier temperatures 
had a notable effect on soil moisture. Topsoil 12% very short, 43% short, 
44% adequate, 1% surplus. Lack of rain slowed crop emergence on newly 
seeded fields, may create a need to replant some cotton fields. Acreage 
prepared 95%, 93% 1997, 94% avg. Corn planted 99%, 98% 1997, 95% 
avg. Wheat headed 97%, 98% 1997, 90% avg.; 4% poor, 33% fair, 52% 
good, 11% excellent. Livestock 2% poor, 26% fair, 54% good, 18% 
excellent. Vegetable crops hurt by lack of rain. 





ALASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Farm work progress ranged 
from on schedule to 7 days behind normal. Topsoil 45% short, 55% 
adequate. Subsoil 45% short, 55% adequate. High winds, cloudy skies 
prevailed throughout the State last week, with light showers to rain, hail, 
sleet. Barley seeding was 75% complete, the same as last year's 
progress. Commercial potato seeding 10% complete, 10% 1997. 
Commercial vegetable planting progressed with 5% completion. Livestock 
5% poor, 20% fair, 60% good, 15% excellent. 





ARIZONA: Cotton planting is still almost a week behind 1997. Condition 
7% poor, 25% fair, 47% good, 21% excellent. Alfalfa harvest activity was 
reported as 43% not being harvested, 1% light, 3% moderate, 53% active; 
condition declined slightly last week. Condition 5% poor, 15% fair, 64% 
good, 16% excellent. Small grains continued to progress 16% mature, 
49% 1997, 37% avg. Unseasonable cool weather continues to retard the 
progress of the small grains crop; 2% harvested, 8% 1997, 9% avg. Small 
grain 5% poor, 17% fair, 52% good, 26% excellent. Eastern area growers 
continued harvesting head lettuce last week while central, western area 
growers harvested a smalier assortment of vegetables last week. Central 
areas growers shipped artichokes, cabbage, carrots, mixed greens, 
iceberg, and leaf lettuce, parsley, table, manufacturing potatoes. The 
major vegetables harvested by western growers included cabbage, 
cantaloupes, potatoes. Shipments of iceberg, leaf and romaine lettuce 
Continued in diminishing quantities. Citrus shipments continued in reduced 
quantities last week from central, western areas. Central areas groves 
packed a small volume grapefruit and valencias while westem areas 
packed a small volume of grapefruit. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Soil moisture 5% very short, 
33% short, 58% adequate, 4% surplus. Some severe weather in north 
early in the week. Rest of the week was very warm, dry. Main farming 
activities: Planting soybeans, rice, cotton; cutting hay; weed control; side 
dressing com, sorghum; fertilizing, spraying hay, pastures; spraying, 
flushing rice fields; working cattle. Alfalfa 20% fair, 76% good, 4% 


excellent. Other hay 4% poor, 28% fair, 614% good, 7% excellent. Range, 
pasture feed 7% poor, 27% fair, 61% good, 5% excellent. 





CALIFORNIA: Fieldwork was delayed or halted by rain, wet soils in many 
areas. Small grain growth was slowed by cool temperatures. Wheat grain 
harvest continued in the Imperial Valley, was just getting underway in the 
southern San Joaquin Valley. Corn, cotton, black eye beans were being 
planted in the San Joaquin, Sacramento valleys where conditions 
permitted. Between rains, rice was planted, treated for weeds in the 
Sacramento Valley. Rice planting was three to four weeks behind normal 
in most growing areas. Earlier planted cotton fields were growing slowly 
due to the cool, cloudy conditions. Newly planted cotton was developing 
fungal problems from the wet soils. Some fields will be replanted to corn 
or black eye beans. Old crop sugarbeet harvest continued on lighter, 
sandier soils. Many fields of windrowed alfalfa, oat hay suffered serious 
mold, mildew damage in the San Joaquin Valley. Alfalfa, small grains, 
winter forages were cut for hay or green chopped where conditions 
permitted. Continued cool, wet weather delayed maturity in stone fruit, 
grapes. Growers were concerned about small fruit size and brown rot. 


Cherry growers were worried about fruit splitting. Sulfur was applied to 





grape vineyards for mildew control. Wet weather caused some decay in 
strawberries. Late varieties of navel oranges were picked. Valencia 
orange harvest continued, predominately for export. Lemon, grapefruit 
harvests also continued. Rain, cool weather hampered vegetable growth 
in California. Head, leaf lettuce harvest continued where possible in 
central counties. Midweek rainfall delayed harvest of romaine lettuce fields 
in the Gilroy-Hollister area. Tomato planting continued; schedules were 
behind normal. Fungicides were applied to tomato fields. Some tomatoes 
were damaged by hail in Merced County. Cucumber blooms were 
beginning to develop. Broccoli, cauliflower were harvested in the coastal, 
San Joaquin valleys. Asparagus harvesting was progressing normally in 
Monterey County despite the rainfall. Spring melon harvest continued in 
the Imperial, Coachella valleys. Harvest of sweet corn continued in the 
desert areas. Siskiyou County potatoes were planted. Potato blight was 
identified in Kern County. Squash picking in Tulare County, already at 
least a week behind schedule, was at a standstill. Some losses were 
anticipated due to over maturity. Onions were planted in the Tulelake- 
Butte Valley area, harvested in the Imperial-Coachella Valley. Spinach 
was harvested in the San Joaquin Valley. Other crops harvested included 
potatoes, cilantro, parsley, mushrooms, carrots, cabbage, radishes. 
Pasture, rangeland remained in excellent condition with recent rains. 
Higher elevation rangeland was still under snow cover. On lower 
elevations, south facing slopes, annual grasses were maturing, slowy 
drying. Range animals continued to make good weight gains on abundant, 
high quality rangeland forage. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil 3% very short, 
24% short, 71% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 3% very short, 17% short, 
78% adequate, 2% surplus. Dry, warm, windy conditions throughout the 
week. Isolated showers on the eastem plains. Spring barley 95% seeded, 
99% 1997, 94% avg., 85% emerged, 88% 1997, 74% avg.; 4% poor, 26% 
fair, 53% good, 17% excellent. Oats 85% seeded, 95% 1997, 81% avg.; 
64% emerged, 80% 1997, 65% avg.; 6% poor, 13% fair, 71% good, 10% 
excellent. Dry onions 1% poor, 6% fair, 69% good, 24% excellent. Sugar 
beets 100% planted, 100% 1997, 99% avg. Summer potatoes 99% 
planted, 100% 1997, 93% avg.; 23% emerged, 17% 1997, 15% avg. Fall 
potatoes 65% planted, 75% 1997, 47% avg. Dry beans 1% planted, 3% 
41997, 3% avg. Winter wheat 92% jointed, 88% 1997, 76% avg. Spring 
wheat 81% planted, 91% 1997, 77% avg.; 60% emerged, 69% 1997, 53% 
avg. Livestock in mostly fair to good condition. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.5. Acreage prepared for 
planting of spring crops 79%. Topsoil 78% adequate, 22% surplus. 
Subsoil 78% adequate, 22% surplus. Winter wheat 1% very poor, 1% 
poor, 12% fair, 71% good, 15% excellent; 75% headed, 45% 1997, 48% 
avg. Com for grain 65% planted, 52% 1997, 68% avg.; 40% emerged. 
Soybean planting beginning. Barley 1% very poor, 2% poor, 16% fair, 
67% good, 14% excellent; 13% turned, 9% 1997, 5% avg. Sweet corn 
49% planted, 40% 1997, 538% avg. Cucumbers 18% planted, 18% 1997, 
14% avg. Cantaloupes 44% planted, 25% 1997, 30% avg. Snap beans 
30% planted, 20% 1997, 23% avg. Tomatoes 40% planted, 12% 1997, 
34% avg. Watermeions 45% planted, 21% 1997, 37% avg. Strawberries 
88% bloomed, 77% 1997, 87% avg. Hay supplies 33% short, 67% 
adequate. Pasture feed 5% poor, 15% fair, 74% good, 6% excellent. 
Activities: Precipitation received early to mid week hampered most farming 
activities in the State, monitoring mildew in small grains. Harvest of 


asparagus continuing; few strawberries picked late in week. 





FLORIDA Topsoil throughout the State mostly very short to short with 
scattered areas adequate moisture. Sugarcane growth normal. Wheat 
growers getting ready to start harvest. Dry soil conditions delaying cotton, 
peanut, soybean planting. Growers starting to cut hay. Field preparation 
for spring planted crops active. Peanuts planted 64%. Watermelon 
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picking increasing to meet holiday demand. Major vegetables shipped 
during week: Snap beans, blueberries, cabbage, carrots, celery, sweet 
corn, cucumbers, eggplant, endive, escarole, lettuce, okra, parsley, 
peppers, potatoes, radishes, squash, tomatoes, watermelons. Most citrus 
groves hot, dry. Caretakers irrigating, some areas several weeks without 
rain, some groves showing stress. Valencia harvest continues active with 
most of the fruit going to processors. Seediess grapefruit harvest slowing 
as good usable supplies limited. More than half of the grapefruit are 
currently being processed. Caretakers cutting cover crops, herbiciding, 
spraying. Pasture feed very poor 10%, poor 30%, fair 45%, good 15%. 
Cattle very poor 5%, poor 10%, fair 60%, good 25%. Pastures under 
stress, little or no grass growth. Pasture conditions throughout State 
worsened due to hot, dry, windy conditions. Some central locations have 
not received rain in six weeks while most other areas have been without 
rain for two weeks. Ranchers central area, back to feeding hay to 
supplement poor pastures. Statewide, condition of cattle generally fair to 
good. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Soil moisture 9% very short, 
17% short, 66% adequate, 8% surplus. Corn 10% poor, 25% fair, 58% 
good, 7% excellent. Cotton 8% poor, 25% fair, 57% good, 10% excellent. 
Hay 6% poor, 25% fair, 59% good, 10% excellent. Peanuts 3% poor, 20% 
fair, 64% good, 13% excellent. Sorghum 6% poor, 15% fair, 78% good, 
1% excellent; 46% planted, 37% 1997, 49% avg. Soybeans 4% poor, 
26% fair, 69% good, 1% excellent. Tobacco 4% poor, 26% fair, 58% 
good, 12% excellent. Onions 20% poor, 23% fair, 57% good; 52% 
harvested, 85% 1997, 81% avg. Watermelons 5% poor, 32% fair, 55% 
good, 8% excellent; 96% planted, 95% 1997, 97% avg. Apples 12% fair, 
87% good, 1% excellent. Peaches 33% very poor, 18% poor, 17% fair, 
17% good, 15% excellent; 9% harvested, 12% 1997, 9% avg. Excellent 
weather for agricultural activity. First week of season without rain many 
areas. Field work progressed well with dry weather. Fields dried rapidly. 
Rain needed some areas. Nearly 40% of peanuts, cotton planted. 
irrigating com, vegetables. Weed control in corn, cotton, peanut fields. 
Wheat harvest underway. Hay harvest active. Spraying tobacco for blue 
mold. Activities: Planting cotton, peanuts, soybeans. Preparing land, 
applying fungicides, herbicides, fertilizing pastures. Spraying pecan trees, 
picking vegetables. 





HAWAII: Weather fair effect on agriculture. Continued overcast skies, 
localized showers slowed crop progress. Showers helped recovery of crops 
in previously dry areas. Papaya, banana orchards made fair to good 
progress. Showers beneficial. Harvesting to slow in some areas. Disease, 
insects continue to plaque isolated fields. Head cabbage harvesting very 
active, quality reported good. Overall tomato harvesting will decline. 
Cucumber harvesting very active. Watermelon harvesting expected to 
increase to meet Memorial Day demand. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.4. Topsoil 34% surplus, 64% 
adequate, 2% short. Heavy rains, cooler temperatures delayed spring 
planting, slowed crop emergence. Flooding in eastern areas of sugar beet, 
potato fields, while South central regions of the State reported damage to 
sugar beet, potato, corn fields. Alfalfa hay 1st cutting 2%, 1997 2%, avg. 
1%. Irrigation supply 57% excellent, 43% good. Dry beans planted 10%, 
1997 19%, avg. 10%. Dry peas planted 100%, 1997 56%, avg. 53%; 
emerged 70%, 1997 21%, avg. 29%. Lentils planted 98%, 1997 57%, 
avg. 48%; emerged 60%, 1997 6%, avg. 20%. Oats planted 85%, 1997 
71%, avg. 70%; emerged 64%, 1997 53%, avg. 49%. Corn planted 73%, 
1997 83%, avg. 60%; emerged 49%, 1997 50%, avg. 24%. Potatoes 
planted 71%, 1997 69%, avg. 66%; emerged 11%, 1997 10%, avg. 8%. 
Barley jointed 14%; booted 3%. Spring wheat jointed 17%; booted 1%. 
Winter wheat jointed 83%; booted 20%. Sugar beets emerged 78%, 1997 
88%, avg. 73%. Activities: Planting potatoes, small grains, dry peas, dry 
beans, lentils, corn, weed control, irrigation, scouting fields, fencing, 


moving livestock to spring pasture. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.9. Topsoil 1% short 57% 
adequate, 42% surplus. Eager to get in their fields, farmers took 
advantage of the warm and dry conditions last week. Needed break from 
rain allowed some precious time to be devoted to the corn crop. There are 





numerous reports of com fields being replanted, while other fields are being 
hoed to improve stands. The wheat crop benefitted from the dry weather 
last week. Wheat continues to progress well ahead of normal this year. 
Topsoil improved last week. Other farming activities last week included 
applying fertilizer, herbicides, cutting and baling hay, preparing fields for 
planting and hauling manure. Winter wheat filled 15%, 2% 1997, 3% avg. 
Oats 1% headec, 8% 1997, 6% avg.; 2% poor, 21% fair, 68% good, 9% 
excellent. Alfalfa hay 1% poor, 14% fair, 65% good, 20% excellent; 1st cut 
10%, 6% 1997, 4% avg. Red clover 3% poor, 14% fair, 66% good, 17% 
excellent; 8% cut, 3% 1997, 3% avg. 





INDIANA: = Days suitable for fieldwork 4.1. Topsoil 1% short, 69% 
adequate, 30% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 69% adequate, 30% surplus. 
Corn planting surged ahead, bringing progress close to average for this 
date. Soybean planting followed suit, also making rapid progress. The 
best progress for both crops occurred in the northern two-thirds of the 
State, as many farmers were still slowed by wet field conditions in the 
south. Winter wheat 100% jointed, 96% 1997, 90% avg. Range, pasture 
feed 1% poor, 14% fair, 61% good, 24% excellent. Activities: Planting 
corn, soybeans; field preparation, caring for livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil very short 1%, short 
10%, adequate 74%, surplus 15%. Subsoil short 5%, adequate 77%, 
surplus 18%. Apart from southeast section of State, rapid planting 
progress and crop emergence occurred. 1998 row crops: primary seedbed 
preparation completed (includes fall tillage) 92%, 93% 1997, 81% avg.; 
fertilizer application completed (includes fall application) 94%, 95% 1997, 
85% avg. Com planted 91%, 92% 1997, 69% avg. Corn acreage emerged 
64%, 18% 1997, 21% avg. Soybeans planted 62%, 47% 1997, 29% 
average. Oats planted 95%, 100% 1997, 90% avg. Oats emerged 85%, 
90% 1997, 79% avg. Winter wheat 1% very poor, 7% poor, 28% fair, 47% 
good, 17% excellent. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 3% poor, 21% fair, 50% 
good, 25% excelient. Drier weather has improved livestock condition; cows, 
Calves doing well. 





KANSAS: Days Suitable for fieldwork 4.8. Topsoil 8% short, 82% 
adequate, 10% surplus. Subsoil 6% short, 90% adequate, 4% surplus. 
Wheat has just begun coloring. Precipitation across the State was spotty 
with some areas receiving heavy rains, hail. Insect, disease infestations 
remain light, few reports of tan spot, leaf rust. Com 17% fair, 76% good, 
7% excellent. First 1st alfalfa hay 30%, 19% 1997, 10% avg. Sunflowers 
planted 5%. Major field activities were seedbed preparation, planting fall 
crops, spraying, Cutting alfalfa. Pasture feed 3% poor, 18% fair, 66% 
good, 13% excellent. Stock water supplies 4% short, 94% adequate, 2% 
surplus. Major livestock activities, moving cattle to summer pasture. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.1. Topsoil 76% adequate, 
24% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 70% adequate, 29% surplus. Warm sunny 
days dominated most of the week allowing farmers to get back into the 
fields, resume planting of corn, tobacco, soybeans. Burley tobacco acreage 
set 12% complete, 12% 1997, 10% avg. Dark tobacco 10% set, 12% 
1997, 12% avg. Winter wheat 2% very poor, 8% poor, 29% fair, 53% 
good, 8% excellent. Pasture feed 2% poor, 22% fair, 59% good, 17% 
excellent. Hay 2% poor, 25% fair, 56% good, 17% excellent. First hay 
cuttings were underway. Sorghum planting was underway with 1% planted. 
Fruit reported to be looking good. Strawberry producers reported 53% of 
the crop as small, 33% as medium, and 14% as large. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Soil moisture 14% very 
short, 53% short, 33% adequate. Corn 7% poor, 34% fair, 52% good, 7% 
excellent, 0% silked, 1% 1997, 2% avg. Cotton 73% emerged, 51% 1997, 
70% avg. Some cotton has been replanted due to hail damage. Hay 33% 
ist cutting, 42% 1997, 32% avg. Peaches 0% harvested, 1% 1997, 1% 
avg. Rice farmers are busy applying fertilizer, spraying for weeds. 
Sorghum 3% poor, 54% fair, 43% good; 89% emerged, 65% 1997, 62% 

avg. Soybeans planting of beans continued, slowed towards the end of the 
week due to dry conditions. Spring plowing 99% plowing, 92% 1997, 94% 
avg. Sugarcane 6% poor, 18% fair, 44% good, 32% excellent. Sweet 
potatoes 17% planted, 11% 1997, 10% avg. Wheat 5% poor, 23% fair, 
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62% good, 10% excellent; 100% turning color, 83% 1997, 79% avg.; 24% 
harvested, 7% 1997, 9% avg. Livestock 1% very poor, 6% poor, 33% fair, 
51% good, 9% excellent. Vegetables 1% very poor, 8% poor, 41% fair, 
44% good, 6% excellent. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.9. Acreage that has been 
prepared for planting of spring crops 71%. Subsoil 59% adequate, 41% 
surplus. Topsoil 70% adequate, 30% surplus. Winter wheat 2% very 
poor, 5% poor, 24% fair, 54% good, 15% excellent; 80% headed, 69% 
4997, 68% avg. Barley 3% very poor, 5% poor, 31% fair, 37% good, 24% 
excellent; 30% turned, 7% 1997, 9% avg. Rye 1% poor, 9% fair, 66% 
good, 24% excellent; 93% headed, 91% 1997, 78% avg. Field corn 57% 
planted, 75% 1997, 68% avg; 38% emerged. Soybeans 8% pianted, 8% 
1997, 8% avg. Tobacco transplanted, 9%, 16% 1997, 12% avg. Sweet 
com 56% planted, 59% 1997, 57% avg. Green peas 90% planted, 100% 
1997, 96% avg. Tomatoes 60% planted, 73% 1997, 67% avg. 
Cantaloupes 55% planted, 69% 1997, 64% avg. Watermelons 55% 
planted, 57% 1997, 56% avg. Snap beans 38% planted, 61% 1997, 56% 
avg. Lima beans 10% planted, 9% 1997, 24% avg. Strawberries 96% 
bloomed, 86% 1997, 85% avg.; 15% harvested, 31% 1997, 12% avg. 
Pasture feed 2% poor, 12% fair, 52% good, 34% excellent. Hay supplies 
7% very short, 36% short, 56% adequate, 1% surplus. Activities: Corn 
planting continued, wet weather slowed most farming activities. Small grain 
maturity continued well ahead of 5-year average; however, reports of mold 
and mildew spreading on wheat, all small grains tuming. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 9% very short, 31% 
short, 57% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 6% very short, 14% short, 77% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Asparagus harvested 55%, 16% 1997, 22% avg. 
Barley planted 100%, 82% 1997, 74% avg. Potatoes planted 81%, 70% 
1997, 55% avg.; emerged 42%, 34% 1997. Warm, mild week with near 
record high temperatures allowed farmers to accelerate their planting 
schedule. Temperatures about 10 degrees above normal over entire State. 
Weather was ideal for pollination of heavy fruit bloom. Some areas north 
felt effects of soil moisture deficiency. Alfalfa neared maturity most areas 
as first cuttings reported southeast and west central areas, one to two 
weeks ahead of normal. Some reports of hay wilting north due to lack of 
moisture. Most com planted and emerged plants looked good. First planted 
soybeans fields beginning to emerge. Wheat in excellent condition, 
advancing quickly with heading about to begin. Most sugar beets emerged 
in excellent condition. Weeds controlled through herbicides, cultivations. 
Many asparagus growers approached half of last year’s production as of 
last Friday, perhaps a record. Plantings mostly on tenth to twelfth harvest, 
quality excellent due to warm, dry weather. Cabbage plants responded. 
Growers expecting early marketing. Carrots off to early start. Development 
ranged from rabbit ear to fourth true leaf stage. Celery transplanting 2 
weeks ahead of schedule. Direct-seeded cucumber plantings second leaf 
stage, transplants set out Onion plantings continued emerging. Early April 
sweet corn plantings doing well at fifth to sixth leaf stage. Processing 
tomato transplanting nearly 30 percent complete. Warm weather and soils 
favorable for transplanting market tomatoes. Fruit crops look promising, 
about two weeks ahead of normal. Rain shortages spurred irrigation, 
particularly on sandy soils. Thinning of apples began south. Codling moth 
trap counts rose. Fire blight danger high; peach leaf curl visible in more 
regions. Apple trees had 8-12 mm fruit. Grapes had 6-12 inch shoots. 
Sweet cherries fruit appeared, tart cherries in petal fall. Peach, plum trees 
had small green fruit; blueberries in bloom. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Topsoil 6% very short, 
12% short, 72% adequate, 10% surplus. Corn 98% planted, 90% 1997, 
66% avg.; 77% emerged, 12% 1997, 13% avg. Soybeans 92% ground 
prepared, 71% 1997, 43% avg.; 79% planted, 52% 1997, 28% avg.; 27% 
emerged, 1% 1997, 3% avg. Spring wheat 98% planted, 40% 1997, 57% 
avg.; 81% emerged, 13% 1997, 29% avg. Oats 98% planted, 83% 1997, 
83% avg.; 85% emerged, 50% 1997, 53% avg. Barley 96% pianted, 
36% 1997, 53% avg.; 77% emerged, 8% 1997, 25% avg. Sunflowers 
52% planted, 2% 1997, 21% avg. Green peas 83% planted, 75% 1997, 
62% avg. Potatoes 83% planted, 44% 1997, 48% avg. Sweetcom 58% 
planted, 45% 1997, 34% avg. Dry edible beans 48% planted, 11% 1997, 
15% avg. Flax 62% planted, 0% 1997, 18% avg. Spring wheat 2% 
poor, 17% fair, 60% good, 21% excellent. Alfalfa 3% poor, 17% fair, 61% 
good, 19% excellent. Oats 2% poor, 23% fair, 60% good, 15% excellent. 


Barley 1% very poor, 3% poor, 19% fair, 56% good, 21% excellent. 
Pasture feed 2% very poor, 5% poor, 24% fair, 58% good, 11% excellent. 














MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Soil moisture 4% very 
short, 36% short, 50% adequate, 10% surplus; Corn 99% planted, 100% 
1997, 95% avg.; 90% emerged, 96% 1997, 89% avg.; 1% very poor, 4% 
poor, 29% fair, 51% good, 15% excellent. Rice 95% planted, 93% 1997, 
85% avg.; 82% emerged, 78% 1997, 72% avg.; 3% poor, 19% fair, 67% 
good, 11% excellent. Soybeans 68% planted, 58% 1997, 45% avg.; 48% 
emerged, 37% 1997, 33% avg.; 3% poor, 19% fair, 67% good, 11% 
excellent. Peanuts 35% planted, 69% 1997, 69% avg. Sweet potatoes 6% 
planted, 10% 1997, 14% avg. Hay 29% harvested (cool season), 61% 
1997, 37% avg.; 1% harvested (warm season) 4% 1997, 10% avg. Wheat 
91% heading, 100% 1997, 98% avg.; 6% mature, 9% 1997, 20% avg.; 6% 
very poor, 5% poor, 20% fair, 64% good, 5% excellent. Watermeions 59% 
planted, 88% 1997, 86% avg.; 4% poor, 10% fair, 82% good, 4% 
excellent. Blueberries 9% poor, 32% fair, 57% good, 2% excellent. Cattle 
4% poor, 15% fair, 66% good, 15% excellent. Pasture feed 4% poor, 24% 
fair, 56% good, 16% excellent. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Topsoil 2% short, 76% 
adequate, 22% surplus. Corn planting virtually complete in southwest, 
southeast districts, least advanced northeast 35%, east central 50%. 
Single-crop soybean planting ranges from 4% northeast and south-central 
districts, to 46% northwest district. Wheat heading virtually complete 
southern third of state, least advanced northwest 28%, northeast 40%. 
First crop alfalfa cut 15%, 15% 1997, 8% avg. Other hay cut 6%, 3% 
1997, 2% avg. Pasture feed 1% poor, 15% fair, 69% good, 15% excellent. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Topsoil 41% very short, 47% 
short, 12% adequate. Subsoil 36% very short, 43% short, 21% adequate. 
Weekend precipitation was received throughout most of the State. Oats 
seeded 84%, 65% 1997, 67% avg.; emerged 51%, 33% 1997, 32% avg.; 
1% very poor, 15% poor, 52% fair, 29% good, 3% excellent. Corn planted 
86%, 77% 1997, 68% avg.; emerged 45%, 7% 1997, 18% avg. Sugar 
beets planted 99%, 97% 1997, 96% avg.; emerged 92%, 70% 1997, 59% 
avg. Dry beans planted 39%, 51% 1997, 39% avg.; emerged 8%, 3% 
1997, 8% avg. Potatoes planted 19%, 30% 1997, 31% avg.; emerged 1%, 
3% 1997, 3% avg. Calving is 98% complete and lambing is 90% 
complete. Cattle moved to summer ranges 58%, sheep moved 54%. 





NEBRASKA: Day suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil 3% very short, 25% 
short, 67% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil 3% very short, 13% short, 77% 
adequate, 7% surplus. Fieldwork activities were in full swing most of last 
week, with corn producers nearing planting completion, over half done with 
soybeans. Southwestern wheat fields were in need of moisture. Over one 
inch of rainfall was recorded in parts of the Southeast over the weekend. 
Winter wheat 1% very poor, 8% poor, 25% fair, 57% good, 9% excellent; 
54% jointed, 40% 1997, 53% avg. Com 95% planted, 91% 1997, 68% 
avg.; 49% emerged, 35% 1997, 25% avg. Soybeans 52% planted, 37% 
1997, 19 avg. Sorghum 29% planted, 24% 1997, 12% avg. Alfalfa 2% 
poor, 18% fair, 65% good, 15% excellent. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 4% 
poor, 24% fair, 63% good, 8% excellent. Activities: Summer fallow tillage, 
irrigation, limited grain marketing, and working cattle. 





NEVADA: Alfalfa hay growth was slowed by the colder weather and 
weeds continue to flourish due to the rains. Planting was slowed by rains 
North. Spring wheat, barley planting nearing completion Winnemucca, 
Lovelock. Potato planting near complete Humboldt County. Calving and 
lambing continued, well along. Branding, shearing continued. Main farm, 
ranch activities: Field preparation, fertilizing, planting, working livestock. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil 11% short, 
73% adequate, 16% surplus. Subsoil 10% short, 75% adequate, 15% 
surplus. Pasture feed 10% fair, 59% good, 31% excellent. Maine potatoes 
55% planted, <5% 1997, 15% avg.; <5% emerged, condition good. 
Massachusetts potatoes 85% planted, 70% 1997, 65% avg.; 50% 
emerged, condition good. Rhode Island potatoes 70% planted, 65% 1997, 
55% avg.; 20% emerged, condition good. Oats in Maine 60% planted, 5% 
1997, 35% avg.; 45% emerged, condition good to excellent. Barley in 
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Maine 65% planted, <5% 1997; 45% emerged, condition good to excellent. 
Field com: 25% planted, 15% 1997, 20% avg.; 5% emerged, condition 
good. Sweet corn: 30% planted, 25% 1997, 30% avo.; 10% emerged, 
condition good to fair. Shade Tobacco: 20% planted, 0% 1997, 10% avg; 
Condition good. First cut hay <5% harvested, 0% 1997, 0% avg: condition 
good to excellent. Apples: Petal Fall to Full Bloom, condition good. 
Peaches: Petal Fall, condition good. Pears: Petal Fall, condition good. 
Strawberries: Full Bloom to Early Bloom, condition good to fair. 
Cranberries: Bud Stage, condition good. Highbush blueberries: Full Bloom, 
condition good. Wild blueberries: Full Bloom, condition good. Spring 
planting in full swing. Major farm activities: Planting; spreading manure; 
plowing, harrowing, fertilizing, spraying and liming soils. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 4. First half of the week was 
cool, rainy. Second half was just the opposite with above normal 
temperatures, minor rainfall. Fields are drying out allowing farmers to 
continue their planting, harvesting, spraying for diseases and pests. 
Farmers are planting snap beans, sweet corn, tomatoes, peppers, squash, 
pickles and eggplant. Increasing harvest of endive, escarole, lettuce (all 
types except iceberg), Chinese cabbage, Swiss chard, asparagus, arugula, 
radishes, kale, parsley, beets, cilantro, herbs, spinach, turnips, leeks 
occurring. Peaches and blueberries are sizing. Some thinning of peaches, 
apples occurring. Increasing harvest of strawberries (under plastic) 
reported. Wheat, rye, barley are heading up. Cutting of hay occurring in 
some localities. Farmers are planting field corn. Pastures are in good to 
excellent condition. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 10% very short, 
37% short, 52% adequate, 1% excellent. Winter wheat 7% poor, 40% fair, 
50% good, 3% excellent; 81% headed, 66% 1997, 81% avg. Cotton 
plantings advanced rapidly with the hot day weather; 80% planted, 81% 
1997, 80% avg.; 2% poor, 38% fair, 41% good, 19% excellent. Corn 1% 
poor, 22% fair, 73% good, 4% excellent; 86% planted, 82% 1997; 50% 
emerged. Sorghum plantings got underway last week; 8% planted, 10% 
1997, 11% avg. First cutting of alfalfa continued, by the end of last week 
56% of the first cut was completed statewide, 34% 1997; 3% poor, 22% 
fair, 60% good, 15% excellent. Minor wind damage to the chile crop was 
reported; 30% fair, 53% good, 17% excellent. Lettuce harvest continued, 
76% harvested; 18% fair, 28% good, 54% excellent. Onion condition 
remained good to excellent. Apples also remained in good condition with 
an average fruit set. Pecans were in good to excellent condition with an 
average nut set reported. Cattle, sheep were mostly in fair to good 


condition. Pasture, range feed 1% very poor, 13% poor, 29% fair, 56% 
good, 1% excellent. 





NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Soil moisture 65% 
adequate, 35% surplus. Pasture feed 6% fair, 57% good, 37% excellent. 
Wheat 72% good, 28% excellent. Crop maturing quickly. Corn 36% 
planted, 24% 1997, 26% avg. Oats 85% seeded, 61% 1997, 54% avg. 
Oat 78% good, 22% excellent. First cuttings of haylage underway. Dry 
bean, soybean planting gaining momentum, both 20% planted. Potato 
planting near half finished. Vegetable planting was slowed early in the 
week by wetness but again was in full swing by the end of the week. 
Emerged crops showed good stands. Lake Ontario apples continue up to 
two weeks ahead of normal progress. Frost damage to Yates County 


vineyards becoming apparent. Hail in Columbia County hurt some 
cherries, pears. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Soil moisture 2% 
short, 71% adequate, 27% surplus. Farmers made good progress this 
week. Several crops are now ahead of 1997, others have improved 
significantly. Activities for the week included: Planting corn, cotton, 
peanuts, sorghum, soybeans; transplanting flue-cured tobacco; tending 
tobacco beds; tending livestock; repairing equipment. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Topsoil 4% very short, 
21% short, 63% adequate, 12% surplus. Subsoil 4% very short, 20% 
short, 65% adequate, 11% surplus. Soil moisture supplies were moderately 
replenished, but still drier than last year, avg. Rain during later part of 
week had little effect on planting progress, aided emergence of all crops. 





Planting, emergence of all crops ahead of previous year, avg. Durum 
Wheat, 58% planted, 32% 1997, 39% avg.; 27% emerged, 6% 1997, 11% 
avg. Canola 81% planted, 28% 1997; 45% emerged, 2% 1997. Corn 
75% planted, 46% 1997, 35% avg; 23% emerged, 5% 1997, 6% avg. Dry 
edible beans 15% planted, 3% 1997, 8% avg.; 1% emerged, 0% 1997, 0% 
avg. Flaxseed 69% planted, 13% 1997, 17% avg.; 21% emerged, 0% 
1997, 3% avg. Potatoes 64% planted, 22% 1997, 33% avg.; 8% emerged, 
0% 1997, 1% avg. Soybeans 26% planted, 14% 1997, 18% avg.; 7% 
emerged, 0% 1997, 1% avg. Sugar beets 99% planted, 71% 1997, 70% 
avg.; 79% emerged, 16% 1997, 21% avg. Sunfiower 15% planted, 2% 
1997, 6% avg.; 1% emerged, 0% 1997, 0% avg. Ranchers continued to 
move Cattle to pasture. Rain still needed in western part of the state as 
pasture conditions deciined slightly. Pasture feed, range 84% of roughage 
requirements. Stockwater supplies rated 0% very short, 4% short, 88% 
adequate, 8% surplus 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil 62% adequate, 38% 
surplus. By 13th, some producers were abie to get out into the fields, most 
producers were in full swing by 14th. Com planted 9 days behind avg.; 
emerged 8 points behind avg. Soybeans planted a little more than 7 days 
behind avg.; emerged 2 points behind avg. Winter wheat 99% jointed, 
86% 1997, 76% avg.; headed 9 days ahead avg. Oats planted 4 days 
ahead of avg.; emerged 5 days ahead of avg.; 1% headed, 0% 1997, 0% 
avg. Alfalfa hay 7% 1st cutting, 0% 1997, 2% avg. Other hay 5% 1st 
Cutting, 0% 1997, 1% avg. Potatoes 65% planted, 79% 1997, 73% avg. 
Tobacco 8% transplanted. Processing tomatoes 20% transplanted, 9% 
1997, 24% avg. Sugar beets 40% planted. Hay 1% poor, 16% fair, 52% 
good, 31% excellent. Strawberries 2% poor, 15% fair, 55% good, 28% 
excellent. Activities: Applying fertilizer, manure, lime, anhydrous ammonia; 
field tillage; green chopping hay; baling; spraying herbicides, pesticides; 
buying seed, selling 1997 grain; seeding CRP, hay land; planting sweet 
com, garden vegetables; cleaning ditches; repairing, preparing machinery 
for planting. Northern part: growers are transplanting vegetables, staking 
tomatoes. Souther part: growers are setting tomatoes, peppers; picking 
strawberries. Weed pressures: giant ragweed; Canadian thisties; henbit; 
chickweed; other grass, broadleaf weeds due to the delayed fieldwork. 
Reported insects: aphids in wheat; corn flea beetle, black cutworm in corn; 
Alfalfa weevil, potato leafhopper in alfalfa; adult Colorado potato beetles, 
eggs seen in potatoes. Reported diseases: powdery mildew, septoria, head 
blight, leaf rust, leaf blotch, wheat spindle streak mosaic virus in wheat; 
early blight on tomatoes; blue mold on tobacco. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil 6% very short, 
28% short, 64% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 12% short, 
86% adequate, 1% surplus. Warm, dry weather accelerated wheat 
maturity, row crop activity. Wheat 17% soft dough, 18% 1997, 22% avg.; 
oats 78% heading, 77% 1997, 59% avg.; 34% soft dough, 34% 1997, 
17% avg.; com 8% fair, 91% good, 1% excellent; 99% planted, 83% 1997, 
93% avg.; 80% up-to-stand, 70% 1997, 79% avg; Sorghum 61% seedbed 
prepared, 47% 1997, 64% avg.; 4% up-to-stand, 4% 1997, 8% avg.; 
Soybeans 77% seedbed prepared, 88% 1997, 74% avg.; 32% planted, 
40% 1997, 32% avg.; 9% up-to-stand, 20% 1997, 15% avg. Peanuts 98% 
seedbed prepared, 85% 1997, 83% avg. Cotton 92% seedbed prepared, 
85% 1997, 83% avg.; alfalfa hay 2% poor, 23% fair, 61% good, 14% 
excellent; 68% ist cutting, 55% 1997, 46% avg.; other hay 22% 1st 
Cutting, 38% 1997, 35% avg; Livestock 1% poor, 16% fair, 76% good, 7% 
excellent. Feeder cattle prices unchanged from the preceding week. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Topsoil 5% short, 68% 
adequate, 27% surplus. Subsoil 2% short, 73% adequate, 25% surplus. 
Winter wheat 10% fair, 52% good, 38% excellent; headed 5%, 16% 1997, 
14% avg. Barley planted 92%, 90% 1997, 80% avg. Spring wheat 
planted 98%. Range, pasture feed 15% fair, 68% good, 17% excellent. 
Activities: Fields too wet to work at higher elevations on east side. Most 
small grains planted. Wheat beginning to head in Mid-Columbia Basin, 
some early alfalfa cut. Grain crops need warmer weather on west side as 
maturity slowed. Alfalfa, hay seeding took place in South Willamette 
Valley. Mint looked good, hay ready for cutting, red clover being cut for 
silage in mid-valley. North valley grass seeds heading, clover in full bloom. 
Some clover, grass lodged because of rain. Nurseries, greenhouses 
slowing down with container movement being the major activity. South 
coast Easter lity growers roguing plants to purify stands. Spraying started 
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on Christmas trees. Weather hampered vegetable work throughout 
western valleys. Sweet corn emerged, all onions seeded, cucumbers 
started in Rogue River Valley. Processed vegetables growing slowly in 
Willamette Valley. Snap beans being planted. Some tomatoes, peppers 
transplanted by market gardeners. Onions, potatoes showing. Most potato 
planting finished on east side. Onion emergence good in Malheur County. 
Asparagus harvest continued, potatoes growing well in northeast. 
Willamette Valley cold, wet weather slowed fruit development. Caneberries 
Still blooming. Codling moth emerged but slowed down due to rain. Rogue 
River Valley strawberries in bloom. Scab sprays continued between 
storms, cover sprays expected to start when weather permits. South coast 
cranberries showing scattered bloom, beekeepers getting ready to place 
hives for pollination. Hood River Valley cooler temperatures hindered 
apple thinning efforts. Livestock condition good to excellent. Branding, 
turnout to pastures, ranges continued in eastern counties; most hay 
feeding has stopped. Western areas forage growth kept ahead of 
livestock; grass heading out in some pastures too wet to graze. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.3. Topsoil 1% short, 
36% adequate, 63% surplus. Spring plowing 80% complete, 87% 1997, 
78% avg. Fair week for fieldwork. Potatoes planted 35% complete, 58% 
1997, 54% avg. Barley 87% heading or headed, 61% 1997, 49% avg. 
Alfalfa and alfalfa mixtures still standing 1% poor, 7% fair, 63% good, 29% 
excellent. Timothy clover still standing 2% poor, 7% fair, 65% good, 26% 
excellent Alfalfa 1st cutting 7% complete, 3% 1997, 3% avg. Quality of 
alfalfa made 2% poor, 5% fair, 85% good, 8% excellent. Apples 99% pink, 
99% 1997, 92% avg.; 97% full bloom or past, 91% 1997, 82% avg. 
Activities: Planting of oats, corn, soybeans; cutting hay; machinery 
maintenance; hauling manure; caring for livestock. There was almost no 
fieldwork completed until 14th due to continued rain. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Soil moisture 3% 
short, 85% adequate, 12% surplus. Apples 26% fair, 66% good, 8% 
excellent Barley 99% headed, 100% 1997, 50% turned color, 77% 1997, 
53% avg.; 10% ripe, 37% 1997, 7% avg.; 1% poor, 26% fair, 32% good, 
41% excellent. Cantaloupes 92% planted, 98% 1997, 92% avg.; 14% 
poor, 21% fair, 57% good, 8% excellent. Cucumbers 94% planted, 100% 
1997, 91% avg.; 40% fair, 33% good, 27% excellent. Hay 76% harvested, 
75% 1997, 67% avg.; 1% poor, 27% fair, 59% good, 13% excellent. Oats 
100% headed, 100% 1997, 97% avg.; 61% turned color, 78% 199, 67% 
avg.; 25% ripe, 49% 1997, 25% avg.; 1% very poor, 4% poor, 31% fair, 
50% good, 14% excellent. Peaches 3% very poor, 7% poor, 18% fair, 41% 
good, 31% excellent. Rye 99% headed, 100% 1997, 46% tumed color, 
78% 1997, 65% avg.; 19% ripe, 37% 1997, 24% avg.; 1% very poor, 4% 
poor, 36% fair, 51% good, 8% excellent. Snap beans 92% planted, 87% 
1997, 82% avg.; 5% fair, 69% good, 26% excellent. Sorghum 47% 
planted, 43% 1997, 30% avg.; 24% fair, 57% good, 19% excellent. 
Tobacco 100% transplanted, 99% 1997, 99% avg.; 20% fair, 74% good, 
6% excellent. Tomatoes 99% planted, 98% 1997, 100% avg.; 15% fair, 
42% good, 43% excellent. Watermelons 98% planted, 100% 1997, 94% 
avg.; 2% very poor, 2% poor, 34% fair, 56% good, 6% excellent. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.4. Topsoil 3% very 
short, 8% short, 67% adequate, 22% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 7% 
short, 69% adequate, 23% surplus. Small grain seeding is nearly complete, 
well ahead of the five-year average. Winter wheat 1% poor, 10% fair, 58% 
good, 31% excellent. Winter wheat 52% boot, 3% headed. Winter Rye 
55% boot, 31% headed. Spring wheat 1% poor, 15% fair, 64% good, 20% 
excellent; 2% boot. Barley 1% poor, 14% fair, 66% good, 19% excellent. 
Oats 2% poor, 17% fair, 61% good, 20% excellent; 3% boot. Sunflower 
21% seeded, 3% avg. Flaxseed 74% seeded, 11% 1997, 18% avg. 
Soybeans 33% seeded, 12% 1997, 11% avg. Alfalfa 2% poor, 18% fair, 
58% good, 22% excellent. Livestock 7% fair, 68% good, 25% excellent. 
Lambing 93% complete compared to 88% a year ago, calving 93% 
complete compared to 88% a year ago. Producers have moved 66% of 
the cattle to pasture. Feed supplies 1% very short, 5% short, 85% 
adequate, 9% surplus. Stock water 3% short, 79% adequate, 18% surplus. 
Range, pasture feed 3% poor, 16% fair, 59% good, 22% excellent. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 83 % adequate, 
17 % surplus. Subsoil 78% adequate, 22% surplus. Corn 83% planted, 





94% 1997, 90% avg.; 63% emerged, 5% poor, 25% fair, 57% good, 13% 
excellent Tobacco 20% transplanted , 27% 1997, 26% avg. Wheat 17% 
turning color, 12% 1997, 11% avg.; 2% very poor, 11% poor, 27% fair, 
49% good, 11% excellent. Alfalfa 1st cutting 50%, 38% 1997, 37% avg.; 
2% poor, 23% fair, 58% good, 17% excellent. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 
1% poor, 17% fair, 61% good, 19% excellent. Other hay 1st cutting 30%, 
2% poor, 17% fair, 66% good, 15% excellent. Hot, sunny weather gave 
farmers a golden opportunity last week to continue various field activities. 
Farmers planted com, cotton, soybeans hot, heavy last week with 5 days 
suitable for field work. Alfalfa and other hay producers took advantage of 
the favorable conditions and were ahead of the five-year average with 50% 
of the alfalfa 1st cutting complete. 





TEXAS: Some areas in High Plains received rain during week; however, 
remainder state remained dry. Hot temperatures along with drying winds 
continued deplete soil moisture. Smoke from fires in Mexico caused hazy 
conditions over large areas. Crop progress continued negatively affected 
by dry conditions most areas. Planting progress continued despite very dry 
conditions. Livestock conditions holding; however, supplemental feeding 
activity increased as grazing conditions declined. Markets off some for 
week. 

Crops: Corn high plains crop up, growing under steady irrigation. The 
crop most other areas continued show signs stress from dry conditions. 
Fields central, southern areas began to tassel. Com 71% normal, 83% 
1997; 3% silking, 4% 1997, 6% avg. Cotton planting on irrigated land 
increased in Plains under dry, open conditions. Producers in Blacklands 
treating some fields for thrips. Growth slow Central fields as dry conditions 
continued. Fields continued to square Coastal Bend, along Upper Coast. 
Many fields showed signs moisture stress. Cotton 58% normal, 75% 
1997; 8% squaring, 3% 1997, 6% avg. Grain sorghum planting increased 
in Plains during week. Growth on newy planted fields slow with some 
producers waiting for rain to begin planting. Fields across Blacklands, 
Central need rain as many fields wilted under hot temperatures. Fields 
continued head out in Coastal Bend, along Upper Coast, Rio Grande 
Valley. Grain sorghum 62% normal, 86% 1997; 11% heading, 4% 1997, 
8% avg. Peanuts planting increased North Central fields. Early planted 
fields these areas need rain. Planting slowly increased South Central 
fields, however continued dry conditions limited progress. Most planting 
to this point been on irrigated land. Rice dry conditions along with high 
winds continued deplete moisture after heavy flushing. Because rapid 
drying, many fields have thin stands. Soybeans planting increased in High 
Plains under dry conditions. Plants setting pods in Northern Blacklands. 
Fields along Upper Coast have held up good, however rain needed soon. 
Small grains dryland fields continued need more rain High Plains, although 
some received showers during week. Fields most other areas drying down 
rapidly with harvest moving into Blacklands. Harvest continued South, 
Coastal Bend. 2% harvested, 1% 1997, 1% avg. Other Crops: Oats 22% 
harvested, 2% 1997, 6% avg. Sunflowers 36% planted, 27% 1997, 25% 
avg. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, harvest continued most 
vegetables. Dry conditions continued cause concerns about irrigation 
water supply. San Antonio- Winter Garden, watermelon, cantaloup harvest 
increased during week. East, producers increased irrigation activity as dry 
conditions continued. Sweet potatoes continued to be set out. High 
Plains, vegetables made good progress under steady irrigation. Trans 
Pecos, cantaloup fields putting out runners, blooming. A few fields 
harvested during week. Peaches harvest got underway early varieties in 
Hill Country. Rain needed for other varieties to size properly. Pecans 
producers continued scout for case bearers North Central groves. Some 
spraying for case bearers occurred in Blacklands, Central. Small nuts 
continued form these areas with a light set reported many groves. 

Range and Livestock: Pastures improved in Plains with rain, however 
growth, improvement other areas limited. Supplemental feeding activity 
continued steady. Haying activity occurred only few fields for week. 
Livestock conditions remained good; however, flies continued a problem. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 5. Topsoil 5% short, 76% adequate, 
19% surplus. Subsoil 5% short, 75% adequate, 20% surplus. Pasture 
feed, range 22% fair, 70% good, 8% excellent. Spring wheat emerged 
96%, 89% 1997, 90% avg. Barley emerged 91%, 91% 1997, 89% avg. 
Oats planted 83%, 84% 1997, 80% avg.; emerged 54%, 55% 1997, 55% 
avg. Corn planted 72%, 69% 1997, 65% avg.; emerged 24%. Potatoes 
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planted 87%, 76% 1997. Alfalfa height 13.5 in., 13 in. 1997, 12 in. avg. 
Ewes lambed on range 92%, 99% 1997, 92% avg. Sheep moved to 
Summer range 20%, 34% 1997, 28% avg. Cattle/calves moved to summer 
range 35%, 36% 1997, 31% avg. Major farm, ranch activities: Planting, 
spraying weeds, irrigating. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.9. Topsoil 70% adequate, 30% 
surplus. Subsoil 59% adequate, 41% surplus. Corn 57% planted, 67% 
1997, 72% avg.; 42% emerged; 1% poor, 26% fair, 50% good, 23% 
excellent. Cotton 80% planted, 86% 1997, 93% avg. Peanuts 55% 
planted, 69% 1997, 76% avg. Soybeans 5% planted, 6% 1997, 11% avg. 
Flue-cured tobacco 38% transplanted, 69% 1997, 60% avg. Dark fire 
cured tobacco 20% transplanted, 43% 1997, 28% avg. Burley tobacco 5% 
transplanted, 13% 1997, 11% avg. Tobacco greenhouses 4% fair, 36% 
good, 60% excellent. Tobacco plantbeds 3% very poor, 5% poor, 23% fair, 
52% good, 17% excellent. Winter wheat 3% very poor, 7% poor, 18% fair, 
51% good, 21% excellent. Barley 2% very poor, 4% poor, 19% fair, 52% 
good, 23% excellent. Summer potatoes 1% poor, 14% fair, 62% good, 
23% excellent. Apples 5% fair, 75% good, 20% excellent. Peaches 21% 
fair, 55% good, 24% excellent. Pasture feed 1% poor, 10% fair, 57% 
good, 32% excellent. Alfalfa 1% poor, 11% fair, 52% good, 36% excellent. 
Other hay 1% poor, 16% fair, 54% good, 29% excellent. Rainy conditions 
continued to prevail early last week limiting fieldwork to only 2.9 days 
Statewide. Additional isolated showers were received over the weekend in 
some localities. Temperatures reached 90 degrees in most localities by the 
end of the week allowing fields to dry down. Many producers were able to 
resume field activities making slight progress in com planting and hay 
making. Com planting has now fallen behind both last year and the five 
year average due to above normal rainfall. Some com acres will be 
replanted due to flood damage. Producers are concemed with excessive 
lodging in wheat and barley fields due to heavy rains. Some small grain 
producers are now reporting severe damage from earlier frost and are 
planning to harvest affected acreage for hay. Some drier localities were 
able to make hay last week with good to excellent yields. The quality of this 
year’s hay crop will be reduced but quantity will be abundant based on 
initial cuttings. Excessive rainfall has caused rotting in some of State 
strawberry crop. Other farming activities included vegetable planting in 
drier localities, fruit thinning, fence repairing. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Topsoil 8% short; 80% 
adequate, 12% surplus. Subsoil 11% short, 86% adequate, 3% surplus. 
Winter wheat, dryland 19% fair, 61% good, 20% excellent; irrigated 83% 
good, 17% excellent. Spring wheat 100% planted, 98% 1997, 94% avg.; 
98% emerged, 79% 1997, 77% avg. Spring wheat, dryland 18% fair, 80% 
good, 2% excellent; irrigated 85% good, 15% excellent. Barley 99% 
planted, 93% 1997, 91% avg.; 95% emerged, 75% 1997, 70% avg. 
Rainfall received last week dramatically improved crop conditions 
throughout eastern areas. Precipitation slowed field activities, but greatly 
aided crops that had started to show higher levels of moisture stress. 
Some isolated hail damage was reported and wheat farmers continued to 
report cheat grass problems in fields. Potatoes 99% planted, 96% 1997, 
95% avg.; 68% emerged, 53% 1997, 57% avg. Hay, other roughage 
supplies, 80% adequate, 20% surplus. Green chop continued with dairy 
operations harvesting the second crop from some fields. Hay swathing 
was underway in some areas with baling delayed because of the rain. 
Range, pasture feed 2% poor, 12% fair, 75% good, 11% excellent. Cooler 
temperatures, precipitation slowed fruit development, increased disease 
pressures for producers. Growers were busy thinning fruit, managing 
insects, diseases in orchards. Cranberries, blueberries were in bloom, 
weed control activities in bogs continued. Vegetable farmers continued 
planting a wide variety of vegetables including carrots, sweet corn, lettuce, 
potatoes. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Topsoil moisture 2% 
short, 78% adequate, 20% surplus. Much needed drier weather allowed 
producers to catch up on field activities. Wheat 4% fair, 43% good, 53% 
excellent, Wheat headed 74%, 20% 1997. Apple 71% fair, 22% good, 7% 
excellent. Peach 100% good. Hay 1% poor, 23% fair, 63% good, 13% 
excellent. Intended acreage prepared for spring planting 85%, 85% 1997, 
80% avg. Corn planted 39%, 52% 1997,51% avg. Oats planted 85%, 
84% 1997, 82% avg.; emerged 50%, 55% 1997, 60% avg. Soybeans 
planted 12%, 10% 1997, 14% avg. Tobacco beds emerged 100%, 99% 





1997, 98% avg.; 1% transplanted. Cattle 1% poor, 10% fair, 80% good, 
9% excellent; 96% calved. Sheep 9% fair, 84% good, 7% excellent; 97% 
lambed. Hay, roughage supplies 2% very short, 13% short, 83% 
adequate, 2% surplus. Feed grain supplies 1% very short, 3% short, 96% 
adequate. Activities: Field preparation for planting, planting com, oats, 
soybeans; general maintenance. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Soil moisture 8% very 
short, 28% short, 53% adequate, 11% surplus. Spring tillage 88% 
complete, 85% 1997, 69% avg. Soybeans planted was 31% complete, 
30% 1997, 19% avg. Wet field conditions in the southern part of the state 
put farmers behind in fieldwork compared to the rest of the state. Spring 
tillage is winding down in the northern, central districts of the State. 
Farmers had 2.0 days more for fieldwork than the previous week. Spring 
tillage 88% complete, 85% 1997, 69% avg. Pasture 2% very poor, 6% 
poor, 19% fair, 52% good, 21% excellent. Pasture conditions in the 
northwest district 8% very poor, 26% poor, while the North central district's 
pastures 12% very poor, 10% poor. Most corn was planted, much has 
emerged in Dunn County, dandelions and yellow rocket were observed in 
alfalfa fields. Soybeans were emerging in St. Croix County where planting 
progress was 10 days ahead of schedule. Cranberry acreage in Wood 
County showed good bud development, may bloom early. Alfalfa was ready 
for cutting in many areas of the state, including lowa, Columbia Counties. 
Winter wheat may be heading out soon in Walworth County if the warm 
weather continues. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil 1% very short, 38% 
short, 55% adequate, 6% surplus. Winter wheat 17% fair, 48% good, 35% 
excellent. Winter wheat jointed 55%, 25% 1997, 29% avg. Barley 6% fair, 
89% good, 5% excellent. Barley seeded 93%, 94% 1997, 91% avg.; 
emerged 73%, 78% 1997, 73% avg.; jointed 13%, 9% 1997, 4% avg. 
Oats seeded 87%, 81% 1997, 79% avg.; emerged 42%, 48% 1997, 48% 
avg.; jointed 2%, 0% 1997, 1% avg. Spring wheat seeded 92%, 76% 
1997, 78% avg.; emerged 53%, 43% 1997, 43% avg.; jointed 5%, 3% 
1997, 1% avg. Sugar beets planted 100%, 99% 1997, 99% avg.; emerged 
70%, 56% 1997, 57% avg. Com planted 82%, 77% 1997, 71% avg.; 
emerged 20%, 10% 1997, 21% avg. Dry beans planted 9%, 7% 1997, 6% 
avg. Range, pasture feed 1% poor, 25% fair, 59% good, 15% excellent. 
Range flock ewes lambed 61%, 57% 1997, 57% avg. Range flock sheep 
shor 92%, 94% 1997, 92% avg. Precipitation fell across the State, not 
enough to help farmers in northem, some south central parts of the State 
where dry conditions persist. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Weather conditions continued to favor summer 
crop planting in Ukraine and southern Russia. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: Widespread rain delayed early spring grain 
planting in the Urals, Siberia, and Kazakstan. 


EUROPE: Warm, dry weather in the northern half of Europe helped 
summer crop planting and promoted winter grain development. 


AUSTRALIA: Winter grain planting progressed. 


CANADA: Spring plantings continued to make rapid progress but 
moisture was needed in parts of the Prairies and Ontario. 


MEXICO: Unseasonably hot, dry weather reduced moisture supplies 
across most of Mexico and Central America, delaying early fieldwork. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Dry weather continued to help winter 
grain harvesting in southern Morocco, while light showers in northern 
Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia slowed harvest activities. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Showers benefited rice transplanting in 
Thailand and eased dryness for main-season crops in southern Vietnam 
and the Philippines. 


EASTERN ASIA: Rain continued to benefit winter wheat and 
summer crops across the North China Plain, while dry weather favored 
summer crop planting in Manchuria. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Heavy showers returned to southern Paraguay 
and southern Brazil, exacerbating cotton and soybean harvest delays. 
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” FSU-WESTERN 
WESTERN FSU 


Total Precipttation(mm) | In Ukraine and southern Russia, generally dry weather (precipitation 
a OP a a amounts less than 7 mm in most areas) allowed the pace of corn, 
fr) sunflower, and sugar beet planting to accelerate. Furthermore, near- 
normal temperatures favored germination of newly-seeded crops. Crop 
progress for winter wheat ranged from heading in southern Ukraine 
and the North Caucasus region in Russia to jointing over remaining 
areas. Farther north, wet weather (10-70 mm) extended across 
northern Russia (Central Region, Volga Vyatsk, and the upper Volga 
Valley), hampering spring grain planting. However, the combination 
of wet weather and near-normal temperatures in northern Russia 
favored winter grain development. In April, above-normal 
precipitation fell in Belarus, western and northern Ukraine, and central 
and eastern Russia (Central Region, Central Black Soils Region, and 
the Volga Valley). Most of this precipitation fell from April 1 to 20, 
hampering spring grain and early sugar beet planting. Planting likely 
began on schedule in southern Ukraine and the North Caucasus region 
in Russia, helped by generally dry weather. Unseasonably mild 
weather in April favored greening of winter grains in Ukraine, extreme 
southern areas in Russia, Belarus, and the Baltics. However, during 
the first 20 days of the month, unseasonably cold weather prevailed in 
central and northern Russia, delaying greening in winter grains and 
spring planting. In late April, mild and generally dry weather in most 

areas favored winter grain development and spring planting. 
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Generally dry weather (precipitation amounts mainly less than 10 mm) 
and above-normal temperatures stretched from England and France 
eastward through Germany, Scandinavia, and Poland. The warm, dry 
weather in these areas allowed spring grain and summer crop planting 
to progress without delays and promoted winter grain development. In 
Spain and Portugal, widespread rain (10-40 mm with local amounts in 
excess of 40 mm) benefited winter grains in the filling stage and 
summer crops in the vegetative stage. In southeastern Europe, timely 
showers fell late in the week, benefiting winter grains and newly 
emerging summer crops. Greatest amounts of precipitation (10-50 
mm, with local amounts in excess of 50 mm) fell in Bulgaria and 
Greece, with lesser amounts (4-12 mm) observed farther north in 
Romania and Hungary. Weekly temperatures averaged 2 to 6 degrees 
C above normal in the western half of Europe and 1 to 3 degrees C 
above normal in the east. In April, above-normal precipitation fell 
from England and France eastward through Germany into Poland, 
providing abundant moisture for winter grains in the jointing stage and 
newly-emerging spring grains and summer crops. Near- to above- 
normal rainfall from northern Italy eastward into Hungary and Slovakia 
eased long-term dryness, improving moisture conditions for crop 
development. Elsewhere, below-normal precipitation in eastern Spain 
and southeastern Europe continued March’s below-normal rainfall 
pattern, reducing moisture for developing crops. 
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Winter grains ranged from filling to mature over the region. Typically, 
winter grain harvesting begins in May and extends through July. 
Mostly dry weather in southern Morocco favored winter grain 
maturation and harvesting. Farther east, light to moderate showers (7- 
25 mm) in Algeria and Tunisia favored immature crops, but slowed 
crop maturation and early harvest activities. In April, below-normal 
precipitation in Morocco limited moisture for winter grains in the 
filling stage, especially in the south. In Algeria and Tunisia, showers 
during the last 2 weeks in April brought relief to winter grains stressed 
by previous dryness, stabilizing conditions for crops in the filling stage. 
Reviewing the season, abundant planting moisture in the fall in 
Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia favored winter grain emergence and 
early plant establishment. In Morocco, a drying trend began around 
February 8 and persisted during the remainder of the growing season, 
especially in the south, limiting moisture for crop development. In 
Algeria, a drying trend from January through mid-April placed 
increasing stress on crops, reducing yield potential. Driest conditions 
prevailed in western and central areas. In Tunisia, below-normal 
precipitation since mid-December limited moisture for crop 
development, especially in southern areas where a majority of the 
barley crop is grown. Weekly summaries for northwestern Africa will 
be discontinued until next year’s planting season. 
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Spring grain planting typically begins in May in Russia and Kazakstan. 
A late arrival of spring along with recent rain has delayed the start of 
spring grain planting in many areas. This past week, precipitation 
amounts ranged from 10 to 50 mm in most of Russia (northern Urals, 
Western Siberia, and Eastern Siberia) and Kazakstan, worsening 
conditions for planting. Only light, scattered showers (less than 7 mm) 
fell in southern Urals and western Kazakstan, allowing some spring 
fieldwork. Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 4 degrees C below 
normal in most of Russia and Kazakstan. In April, unusually cold, wet 
weather prevailed over major spring wheat producing areas in 
Kazakstan and Russia, preventing early season fieldwork. Moisture 
accumulations since last fall have been near to above normal in Russia 
and Kazakstan, providing adequate to abundant soil moisture 
conditions for the upcoming growing season. However, warm, dry 
weather is needed throughout Russia and Kazakstan to improve 
conditions for planting. 
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SOUTH ASIA 


In April and early May, an unusually wet pattern remained entrenched over the region. Rainfall has been especially heavy (50-100 mm or greater) 
in sections of southern and eastern India and Bangladesh. In the east, the rain and associated severe weather caused some flooding and hampered 
seasonal rice fieldwork. In southern India, the moisture has been overall favorable for early summer crop plantings. April temperatures averaged 
below normal in the east and near to above normal elsewhere. 
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Light to moderate rain (S-25 mm) across the North China Plain 
benefited reproductive winter wheat and germinating summer crops. 
In Manchuria, seasonably light rain (less than 10 mm) helped offset 
warm weather, with highs ranging from 28 to 32 degrees C (4-8 
degrees C above normal). Cooler weather is needed across Manchuria 
since rainfall is typically light (less than 10 mm per week) during May. 
Moderate rain (25-75 mm) covered central and southern China, 
maintaining adequate moisture supplies for rice. Cool weather (2-4 
degrees C below normal) slowed rice development across the Yangtze 
Valley. Excessive showers (100-160 mm) likely caused local flooding 
in southeastern China (Fujian), southern South Korea and southern 
Japan. During April, rainfall remained above normal across the North 
China Plain, benefiting winter wheat and germinating summer crops. 
In Manchuria, April rainfall was adequate for germination. Near- to 
slightly below-normal rainfall maintained irrigation supplies for rice 
across southern China. Above-normal April rainfall boosted moisture 


supplies for corn and rice planting across Japan and the Korean 
Peninsula. 
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Light to moderate showers (10-60 mm) covered most of Thailand, 
signaling the start of the rainy season. Showers (10-60 mm) eased 
dryness across southern Vietnam and eased drought in the northern 
and eastern Philippines. Moderate to heavy showers (50-150 mm) 
prevailed over peninsular Malaysia, favoring oil palm, but flooding 
was possible along the western coast. In Java and southern Sumatra, 
showers (10-50 mm) maintained adequate moisture supplies for 
second-season crops, as early main-season rice harvesting began. 
During April, near- to above-normal rainfall maintained moisture 
supplies for main-season rice and second-season crops in southern 
Sumatra and Java. Drought continued across the eastern Philippines, 
with only minor relief during early May. Below-normal April rainfall 
stressed oil palm in peninsular Malaysia and rice and coffee in 
southern Vietnam. Seasonal showers increased moisture supplies in 
Thailand. 
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AUSTRALIA 


Wheat and barley planting progressed in the east following last week’s 
beneficial rain. Scattered showers (10-25 mm or more), however, 
brought some late-week delays to Queensland and northern New 
South Wales. Rain was generally light (10 mm or less) across the 
west and southeast, although much-needed heavier rain (25 mm or 
greater) fell in the northern agricultural areas of West Australia. Light 
to moderate (5-25 mm) showers covered primary pasture and crop 
areas of New Zealand. During April, near- to above-normal rainfall, 
evenly distributed during the month, resulted in excellent pre-planting 
moisture conditions in Australia’s main wheat and barley areas. The 
moisture was also highly beneficial in pasture and grazing areas from 
western Queensland to South Australia. The only potential harm was 
‘™ Bay 2 | si” to a small percentage of Queensland’s cotton that was reportedly 
0 , 3? unharvested at the time of the heaviest rainfall. 
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> f Unseasonably hot, dry weather reduced moisture supplies across 
A \ Benere 9 - : gt, - dy z 4 eastern and southern Mexico. Temperatures averaged 2 to 6 degrees 
ort N C above normal with highs ranging from 35 to 40 degrees C. 
™ ; ye F , Northwestern Mexico reported temperatures 2 to 3 degrees below 
; Va. Ge mm normal. The hot, dry weather extended into Central America as far 
% % : south as Costa Rica. The seasonal rains begin in early May across 
% \ Central America before moving into southern Mexico. Therefore, 
continued dryness in Central America signals that the rainy season is 
further delayed in Mexico. During April, rainfall was below normal 
across most of Mexico, except for small portions of the Yucatan 

Peninsula. 
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Planting progress of all spring crops continued to be well ahead of 
normal and last season’s pace. Fieldwork has reportedly slowed only 
in those districts that are short on topsoil moisture. Rain (10-25 mm 
or more) maintained generally favorable moisture levels for grain and 
oilseed establishment in Manitoba and improved the situation from 
south-central to northeastern Saskatchewan. Elsewhere, however, the 
dryness that was initially beneficial for fieldwork had become a 
concern for new plantings. Persistent, subfreezing temperatures over 
most of Alberta and Saskatchewan kept moisture demands low, but a 
warm-up in Manitoba was spurring germination and early 
development. In Ontario, unseasonable warmth, accompanied by 
scattered showers (10-25 mm or more), benefited winter wheat 
development and corn germination, although dry pockets lingered in 
northern and western areas. During April, beneficial rainfall (15-50 
mm, total accumulation) improved planting prospects over much of 
Alberta and southern sections of Saskatchewan and Manitoba as 
Prairie-wide above-normal temperatures warmed _ topsoils. 
Precipitation remained below normal from Alberta’s northeastern crop 
areas to Manitoba’s Interlake region, exacerbating unfavorable topsoil 
dryness. In Ontario, April weather was favorable for winter wheat 
greenup and early field preparations in the main corn and soybean 
areas. 
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SOUTH AMERICA 


Heavy showers (70-160 mm) returned to southern Paraguay and 
southern Brazil (Parana, western Santa Catarina, and Rio Grande do 
Sul), exacerbating flooding, quality, and harvest concerns for soybeans 
and cotton. Only light rain (S-20 mm), however, fell across northern 
Argentina, sparing the region from further moisture-related problems. 
Mostly light rain (less than 20 mm) fell elsewhere across southern 
Brazil, favoring soybean harvesting and coffee maturation. Moderate 
rain (15-40 mm) slowed summer crop harvesting across central 
Argentina, after a week of dry weather. According to reports as of May 
8, Argentine cotton, soybean, corn, and sunflowerseed crops were 27, 
50, 51, and 93 percent harvested, respectively. Last year at this time, 
cotton, soybean, corn, and sunflowerseed harvesting was 54, 74, 79, 
and 99 percent done, respectively. During April, in northern Argentina, 
southern Paraguay, and southern Brazil, excessive rainfall aggravated 
flooding and harvest problems for cotton, rice, and soybeans. 
vendlecauaaeans Above-normal April rainfall slowed soybean and corn harvesting in 
MAY 10 - 16, 1998 central Argentina. 
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Winter Wheat Crop Condition Oats Crop Condition by 
by Percent Percent 





Rice Crop Condition by Percent 


Prev Yr 7 3% S50 


Spring Wheat Crop Condition 
by Percent 


Prev Yr NA NA NA NA _ NA 


Barley Crop Condition by 
Percent 


PrevYr NA NA NA NA NA 
VP - Very Poor 
P - Poor 
F - Fair 
G - Good 
PrevYr NA NA NA NA NA a 


* Revised 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
May 17 - 23, 1998 


We showers and thunderstorms developed 
across the Corn Belt, providing beneficial moisture 
after several days of hot weather. Welcomed rains also 
dampened the interior Northwest, including the northern 
High Plains. In contrast, hot, dry weather persisted across 
the South. Since mid-March, little rain has fallen from 
eastern New Mexico to Florida. Weekly temperatures 
averaged 5 to 12°F above normal on the central and 
southern Plains, and were above normal throughout the 
eastern two-thirds of the Nation, resulting in more than 80 
daily-record highs. Highs briefly topped 90°F as far north as 
northern Minnesota. In the West, however, weekly readings 
were as much as 10°F below normal. 

(Continued on back cover) 
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CROP MOISTURE 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
May 23, 1998 
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CROP MOISTURE: 














DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) 
ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICUL- 
TURE, RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY 
WEEK TO WEEK, AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT 
THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON. 
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USERS...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM, 
WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM 
SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS. 


i 


LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALOW 

ROOTED CROPS WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE 
FROM A 5-FOOT PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERA. 
TURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55 DEG F. IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF 
THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED 


eee ee NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 


CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 


Based on preliminary reports 








SHADED AREAS 

INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 
ABOVE 3 EXCESSIVELY WET; SOME FIELDS FLOODED 

TOO WET; SOME STANDING WATER 

SOME FIELOS TOO WET; PROSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL 
MOISTURE ADEQUATE FOR PRESENT CROP NEEDS 

PROSPECTS IMPROVED BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED 

SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL ABNORMALLY DRY 

DRYNESS EASED BUT FIELDS STILL EXCESSIVELY DRY 
SEVERE DRYNESS CONTINUES; MORE RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED 
NOT ENOUGH RAIN; STILL EXTREMELY DRY 
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(Index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7) 


UPDATED WEEKLY 


NSHADED AREAS 


INDEX DECREA 
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ABOVE 3 
21703 
1 T0 2 
01701 
0 TO -1 
1 TO -2 
3 70 -4 
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NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 


SED 


SOME DRYING BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY wer20 
MORE DRY WEATHER NEEDED; WORK DELAYED 
FAVORABLE EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPOTS 
FAVORABLE FOR NORMAL GROWTH AND FIELDWORK 
TOPSOIL MOISTURE SHORT; GERMINATION SLOW 
ABNORMALLY DRY; PROSPECTS DETERIORATING 
EXCESSIVELY DRY; YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCED 
POTENTIAL YIELDS SEVERELY CUT BY DRYNESS 
EXTREMELY DRY; MOST CROPS RUINED 


Based on preliminary reports 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 
May 23, 1998 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER): 
DEPICTS PROLONGED (MONTHS, YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR 
WETNESS; RESPONDS SLOWLY: CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK TO 
WEEK; AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE RUNOFF, RECHARGE, 
AND DEEP PERCOLATION, AS WELL AS EVAPOTRANSPIRATION 


USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF PROLONGED 
ORYNESS OR WETNESS ON WATER SENSITIVE ECONOMIES, DESIGNATING DiS- 
ASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS; AND REFLECTING THE GENERAL LONG- 
TERM STATUS OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AQUIFERS, RESERVOIRS, AND STREAMS 


LIMITATIONS. ..1S NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT-TERM (FEW WEEKS) 


STATUS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS SUCH AS FREQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND 
FIELD OPERATIONS (THIS IS INDICATED BY THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX) 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary reports 


DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX BY DIVISION 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 
May 23, 1998 
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0.4 NEAR NORMAL <f, 
0.9 INCIPIENT DROUGHT 0.5 to 0.9 INCIPIENT MOIST SPELL 
1.9 MILO DROUGHT 1.0 to 1.9 MOIST SPELL 
2. MODERATE DROUGHT 2.0 to 2.9 UNUSUAL MOIST SPELL 
3.9 SEVERE DROUGHT 3.0 to 3.9 VERY MOIST SPELL 
0 EXTREME DROUGHT ABOVE 4.0 EXTREME MOIST SPELL 
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Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 
MAY 17 - 23, 1998 
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Extreme Maximum Temperature (°F) 
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Average Soil Temperature (°F 4-Inch Bare) 
May 17 - 23, 1998 
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NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
Based on preliminary date 


March 1 - May 23 





Total Growing Degree Days 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending May 23, 1998 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000 EXT. 7511) and the Southern Regional Climate Center 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending May 23, 1998 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending May 23, 1998 
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NOTE: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 
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National Agricultural Summary 





May 18 - 24, 1998 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Heavy rainfall in parts of the Corn Belt and central 
Great Plains replenished topsoil moisture levels, 
promoting rapid germination and crop growth 
without causing significant planting delays. 
However, some wind, hail, and flood damage was 
associated with the storm system. Hot, dry 


weather rapidly depleted topsoil moisture in the 
southern Plains, Mississippi Delta, and 
Southeastern States, slowing crop development 
and forcing some planting delays. Cool weather 
slowed crop growth along the Pacific Coast and in 
the Intermountain Plateau region. 





Winter wheat: The Nation’s winter wheat crop rapidly 
matured due to above-normal temperatures. Seventy-five 
percent of the crop has headed, nearly a week ahead of normal 
for this date. In the Ohio Valley, heading progress was more 
than 2 weeks ahead of normal, and in parts of the Great Lakes 
region, heading was at a record pace. Harvest activity moved 
northward in the San Joaquin Valley and increased across the 
Gulf Coast States, where the crop rapidly matured due to hot 
weather. Crop conditions remained mostly unchanged despite 
scattered reports of damage caused by high winds, hail, and 
flooding associated with a storm that crossed the Corn Belt. 
Drier weather aided crop conditions in California. Rain halted 
the deterioration in Montana, but soils were still very dry. 


Corn: Ninety-three percent of the crop has been planted, a 
week ahead of normal for this date. Planting advanced most in 
the eastern Corn Belt despite above normal rainfall in many 
areas. Planted acres more than doubled in Ohio, while rain 
temporarily delayed planting in Illinois and Indiana. The pace 
was much slower in the western Corn Belt, where many farmers 
were finished planting corn. Warm weather, combined with 
soaking rain, promoted rapid germination and crop growth 
across the entire Corn Belt. 


Soybeans: Farmers planted one-fourth of their soybean 
acreage during the week, advancing the total to 63 percent, 
nearly one week ahead of the 5-year average. Progress was 
most pronounced in the eastern Com Belt, despite above- 
normal rainfall in many areas. Ohio farmers planted over 40 
percent of their acreage and growers in Illinois and Indiana also 
made excellent progress. Planting was also active in the 
western Corn Belt, Great Plains, and Southeastern States. 
Some planting delays in the Southeast were attributed to dry 
soils. Soybeans emerged advanced to 29 percent, up from 9 
percent the previous week. Soaking rain promoted rapid 
germination in the western Corn Belt, especially in Iowa, where 
over 40 percent of the crop emerged during the week. 


Cotton: Seventy-six percent of the Nation’s cotton has been 
planted, slightly ahead of normal for this date. Farmers in the 
northern Mississippi Delta region made rapid progress, nearly 
doubling planted acres in some areas. In the Southeast, 
progress continued to lag for this date; however, dry weather 
allowed farmers to narrow the gap. Early-planted fields were 
squaring, but crop development was hindered by dry soils, 
especially along the Gulf Coast from Texas to Florida. Below 
normal temperatures slowed crop growth in California. 


Rice: Planting advanced to 86 percent, and 72 percent of the 
crop had emerged. Progress remained ahead of the 5-year 
average in the Mississippi Delta and Gulf Coast growing areas. 
Cool weather kept California growers well behind the normal 
pace by this date, offsetting the rapid progress in the southern 
United States. Cool conditions in California and heat in the 
Mississippi Delta States caused crop conditions to decline. 


Small grains: Barley and spring wheat planting neared 
completion about 2 weeks ahead of normal. Emergence was 
also well ahead of normal as mostly adequate soil moisture 
permitted rapid germination. Good soil moisture levels and 
mostly sunny weather kept barley and spring wheat conditions 
mostly unchanged. Further deterioration in Montana was 
halted by rain, but topsoil moisture levels remained very short. 


Other crops: Sorghum planting accelerated, raising progress 
to 48 percent, slightly ahead of normal. Farmers made rapid 
progress in the central Great Plains and middle Mississippi 
Valley. Planting slowed and remained behind normal across 
most of the lower Mississippi Valley and southern Plains, 
where hot, dry weather rapidly dried soils and forced planting 
delays. Peanut planting advanced to 74 percent compared with 
72 percent normally seeded by this date. Farmers remained 
behind normal in the Southeast despite good planting progress. 
Progress in the southern Plains continued ahead of normal. 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending May 24, 1998 





Soybeans Percent Planted Winter Wheat Percent Headed Corn Percent Planted 
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Crop Progress and Condition 





Oats Percent Emerged 
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These 9 States planted 57% of last 
oat 


Week Ending May 24, 1998 





Barley Percent Planted 


Spring Wheat Percent Planted 
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WA 100 99 98 97 


ALL 97 





ALL 97. 89 81 80 





These 6 States planted 83% of last 
ear's barley acreage. 


These 5 States planted 96% of last 
year's spring wheat acreage. 
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Sorghum Percent Planted 
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These 6 States planted 83% of last 
year's barley acreage. 


These 5 States planted 96% of last 
year's spring wheat acreage. 




















Rice Percent Planted 











May 24 Prev =Prev © 8-Y¥r 
1998: Week “Year 9 Avg 








$8 |S |S |B BIS |S B/S |S las 
8/8 lo |o | B/S |S 1B |S |= 


AR 95 88 











These 12 States planted 99% of 
last year's sorghum acreage. 


CA 97 70 








LA 97 95 








Peanuts Percent Planted 
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These 5 States planted 96% of last 
year's rice acreage. 








Rice Percent Emerged 
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These 5 States planted 96% of last 
year's rice acreage. 








Winter Wheat Crop Condition 
by Percent 
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Crop Progress and Condition 
Week Ending May 24, 1998 
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State Agricultural Summaries 





These summaries, issued weekly through the summer growing season, provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a vieiteaad scale, 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Topsoil 37% very short, 53% 
short, 10% adequate. Continued hot, dry weather hurting row crops. Corn 
affected most, crop will be seriously affected if current conditions continue 
another 1 to 1.5 weeks. Other crops can wait a little longer for rain. Cotton 
planting halted by lack of rain. Wheat harvested 19%, 16% 1997, 11% avg. 
Soybeans planted 47%, 41% 1997, 40% avg. Hay harvested 76%, 54% 
1997, 52% avg. Wheat 2% poor, 30% fair, 47% good, 21% excellent. 
Livestock 1% poor, 33% fair, 54% good, 12% excellent. Pasture feed 9% 
very poor, 18% poor, 42% fair, 25% good, 6% excellent. Hay cutting ahead 
of schedule due to dry weather. Peach harvest on schedule. 





ALASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 50% short, 50% 
adequate. Subsoil 45% short, 55% adequate. Cloudy skies with windy, dry 
conditions continued across the State last week with a few, light showers to 
rain, hail, sleet. Oats 85% planted,90% 1997; 30% emerged, 40% 1997. 
Barley 95% planted, 95% 1997; 10% emerged, 65% 1997. Commercial 
potato seeding 35% complete, 55% 1997. Commercial vegetable planting 
25% complete. Prospects for new growth on pastures, hay fields 25% poor, 
30% fair, 40% good, 5% excellent. 





ARIZONA: Cotton planting is still almost a week behind 1997. Condition 
8% poor, 31% fair, 48% good, 13% excellent. Alfalfa harvest activity was 
reported as 4% not being harvested, 2% light, 3% moderate, 75% active, 
16% finished. Alfalfa condition improved last week. Condition 2% poor, 11% 
fair, 53% good, 34% excellent Small grains continued to progress with 23% 
reported as mature, compares 66% 1997, 49% avg. Unseasonable cool 
weather continues to delay development, resulted in some frost damage. Six 
percent was reported as harvested. This compares to 18% 1997, 24% avg. 
Small grain 2% poor, 11% fair, 59% good, 28% excellent. Central areas 
began harvesting dry onions last week while eastern areas growers continued 
harvesting head lettuce last week. Both central, western areas growers 
harvested a smaller assortment of vegetables last week. Central areas 
growers shipped artichokes, cabbage, carrots, mixed greens, parsley, table 
and manufacturing potatoes. Major vegetables harvested by western 
growers included cabbage, cantaloupes, honeydews. Shipments of iceberg, 
leaf and romaine lettuce continued in diminishing quantities. Citrus 
shipments continued in reduced quantities last week from central, western 
areas. Central areas groves packed grapefruit, valencias while western 
areas packed grapefruit. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Soil moisture 21% very short, 
57% short, 21% adequate, 1% surplus. Weather conditions were very warm, 
Ory for most of State. Main farming activities: Planting soybeans, rice, cotton; 
Cutting hay; weed control; sidedressing corn, sorghum; irrigating corn; 
fertilizing, spraying hay, pastures; spraying, flushing rice fields; harvesting 
strawberries; working cattle. Alfalfa 4%poor, 20% fair, 68% good, 8% 
excellent. Other hay 4% poor, 29% fair, 61% good, 6% excellent. Range, 
pasture feed 7% poor, 33% fair, 55% good, 4% excellent. 





CALIFORNIA: Field activities gradually resumed in most areas as drier 
conditions prevailed. However, temperatures remained below normal. 
Wheat grain harvest continued in the desert counties and was slowly 
progressing northward in the San Joaquin Valley. Corn, cotton and dry 
edible beans were planted in the San Joaquin and Sacramento valleys. Rice 
and sunflowers were planted and treated for weeds in the Sacramento Valley. 
Rice and dry beans were emerging slowly due to the continued cool 
temperatures. Growth and progress of earlier planted cotton fields were 
slowed by the cool weather. Ponding in some low-lying cotton fields 
continued to cause fungal problems in developing seedlings. Considerable 
replanting was expected, most of which will be the newly approved, short- 
season, non-Acala varieties. Old crop sugar beet harvest was ongoing. 
Significant amounts of windrowed alfalfa, oat hay continued to mold, mildew, 
lacking good drying conditions. Alfalfa was sprayed for grasshoppers, 





weevils. Small grains, winter forages and alfalfa were cut for hay or green 
chopped. Cool weather last week continued to delay maturity of stone fruit, 
grapes. Cherry growers expressed increasing concerns over split fruit. In 
the Coachella Valley, the first fresh grapes of the season were picked. In the 
San Joaquin Valley grape growers applied sulfur to control mildew. Early 
variety apricots, nectarines, freestone peaches, and plums were being 
picked. Some stone fruit thinning was still ongoing. Olive trees were in full 
bloom. Recent wet weather continued to plague strawberry growers with 
decay, quality problems. Grapefruit, lemon, valencia orange harvests 
remained active. Head and leaf lettuce harvest continued where possible. 
Tomato fields were weeded, irrigated, sprayed for mildew. Tomato growers 
reported seeing fewer blooms. Sweet potatoes 75% planted in Fresno 
County. Garlic was treated with fungicides to control rust. Broccoii, 
Cauliflower were harvested in the coastal, San Joaquin valleys. Asparagus 
harvest was progressing normally in Monterey County. Melon harvest 
continued in the Imperial, Coachella valleys. Harvest of sweet corn continued 
in desert areas. Potato planting in the Tulelake-Butte Valley area was nearly 
half completed. Potato blight continued to cause problems in Kern County. 
Onions were planted in the Tulelake-Butte Valley area, harvested in the 
Imperial-Coachella Valley. Spinach was harvested in the San Joaquin Valley. 
Other crops harvested included cilantro, parsley, mushrooms, carrots, 
cabbage, radishes. Pasture, rangeland across the State remained in 
excellent condition, with conditions described as the “best in many years.” 

Feed quality, quantity were above average for this time of year. Some range 
grasses on lower elevation slopes were starting to mature, dry, while higher 
elevations remained lush and green. Cattle, calves made good weight gains 
on pasture, range forage. Beehives were moved into citrus groves, early 
melon fields. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil 8% very short, 27% 
short, 63% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 5% very short, 25% short, 68% 
adequate, 2% surplus. Spring barley 99% seeded, 100% 1997, 96% avg; 
86% emerged, 99% 1997, 85% avg.; 2% poor, 23% fair, 56% good, 19% 
excellent. Oats 96% seeded, 96% 1997, 87% avg.; 78% emerged, 93% 
1997, 76% avg.; 5% poor, 25% fair, 61% good, 9% excellent. Sorghum 9% 
emerged, 5% 1997, 1% avg. Dry onions 2% poor, 6% fair, 68% good, 24% 
excellent. Sugar beets 1% thinned, 0% 1997, 1% avg. Summer potatoes 
100% planted, 100% 1997, 94% avg.; 60% emerged, 57% 1997, 51% avg. 
Fall potatoes 91% planted, 95% 1997, 88% avg.; 2% emerged, 0% 1997, 4% 
avg. Dry beans 14% planted, 11% 1997, 9% avg.; 0% emerged, 1% 1997, 
0% avg. Alfalfa 5% 1st cutting, 9% 1997, 3% avg. Winter wheat 96% 
jointed, 95% 1997, 88% avg. Spring wheat 89% planted, 95% 1997, 85% 
avg.; 71% emerged, 73% 1997, 67% avg. Livestock in mostly fair to good 
condition. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Topsoil 3% short, 93% 
adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 90% adequate, 10% surplus. Acreage 
prepared for planting of spring crops 85%. Winter wheat 1% very poor, 15% 
fair, 67% good, 17% excellent; 80% headed, 63% 1997, 74% avg. Corn for 
grain 76% planted, 63% 1997, 80% avg.; 42% emerged. Soybeans 9% 
planted, 13% 1997, 13 avg. Barley 3% very poor, 5% poor, 18% fair, 63% 
good, 11% excellent; 30% turned, 22% 1997, 20% avg. Sweet corn 51% 
planted, 47% 1997, 66% avg. Cucumbers 23% planted, 26% 1997, 21% 
avg. Cantaloupes 45% planted, 30% 1997, 45% avg. Snap beans 35% 
planted, 24% 1997, 32% avg. Tomatoes 65% planted, 16% 1997, 42% avg. 
Watermeions 47% planted, 24% 1997, 49% avg. Strawberries 96% 
bloomed, 81% 1997, 93% avg.; 16% harvested, 11% 1997, 13% avg. Other 
hay 41% 1st cutting harvested, 40% 1997, 37% avg. Alfalfa 40% 1st cutting 
harvested, 39% 1997, 30% avg. Hay supplies 20% short, 80% adequate. 
Pasture feed 5% fair, 88% good, 7% excellent. Activities: Good week for 
field work, field corn planting behind in lower Sussex due to wet fields, 
insects causing some wheat to be destroyed in northern areas. 
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FLORIDA: Topsoil throughout State very short to short with scattered areas 
adequate. Wheat growers started harvesting. Dry soil delaying cotton, 
peanut, soybean planting most areas. Dry weather slowing forage 
development, most areas. Peanuts 78% planted; very poor 3%, poor 14%, 
fair 57%, good 24%, excellent 2%. Sugarcane growth normal. Field 
preparations for spring planted crops active. Southern tomato growers took 
harvesting holiday with none picked May 23rd, 24th. Manatee County 
growers taking special measures for tomato harvesting due to Medfly 
quarantine, only green tomatoes marketed from quarantined fields. Major 
vegetables shipped: Snap beans, blueberries, cabbage, carrots, celery, 
sweet corn, cucumbers, eggplant, endive, escarole, okra, parsley, peppers, 
potatoes, radishes, squash, tomatoes, watermelons. Citrus groves hot, dry 
all areas. Everyone irrigating. Non-irrigated groves showing stress, wilt. 
Some fruit softening. Very little new growth. Valencia harvest still active most 
areas. Seediess grapefruit movement slowing as packing houses closing 
due to fruit condition. Caretakers cutting cover crops, spraying, fertilizing. 
Pasture feed very poor 5%, poor 50%, fair 45%. Cattle very poor 5%, poor 
5%, fair 60%, good 30%. Pasture conditions throughout State poor to fair. 
Hay being fed, if available. Central pastures stressed due to so little rain. 
Permanent pastures poor condition due to drought. West central, pasture 
growth at standstill due to drought. Brush fires southwest due to dry 
conditions, very little pasture grass growth. Pastures running short of water, 
no rain in past 3-4 weeks. Cattle condition continues fair to poor. 





GEORGIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Soil moisture 23% very short, 
44% short, 32% adequate, 1% surplus. Corn 8% very poor, 16% poor, 33% 
fair, 38% good, 5% excellent; 3% silked, 12% 1997, 9% avg. Cotton 3% very 
poor, 8% poor, 32% fair, 50% good, 7% excellent. Hay 1% very poor, 8% 
poor, 32% fair, 48% good, 11% excellent. Peanuts 2% very poor, 7% poor, 
31% fair, 54% good, 6% excellent; 2% blooming, 3% 1997, 4% avg. 
Sorghum 2% very poor, 8% poor, 27% fair, 63% good; 59% planted, 47% 
1997, 60% avg. Soybeans 2% very poor, 4% poor, 43% fair, 50% good, 1% 
excellent. Tobacco 6% poor, 37% fair, 51% good, 6% excellent. Wheat 11% 
harvested for grain, 19% 1997, 13% avg. Onions 24% poor, 34% fair, 41% 
good, 1% excellent; 81% harvested, 95% 1997, 90% avg. Watermelons 11% 
poor, 38% fair, 46% good, 5% excellent; 96% planted, 96% 1997, 99% avg. 
Apples 1% poor, 8% fair, 82% good, 9% excellent. Peaches 24% very poor, 
26% poor, 30% fair, 11% good, 9% excellent; 13% harvested, 16% 1997, 
16% avg. Hot, dry weather depleting soil moisture. Some planting slowed 
or halted due to dry soils. Rain needed most areas. Peanut, cotton planting 
still active most areas. Irrigating all crops, vegetables where possible. 
Weed control in peanuts, cotton. Wheat harvest ongoing. Hay harvest very 
active. Activities: Spraying pecan groves, spraying herbicides and 
fungicides, side dressing corn and tobacco, harvesting vegetables. 





HAWAII: Showers helped crop progress. W ater restrictions lifted in some 
areas. Windy conditions hampered spraying, certain irrigation. Banana 
harvesting to increase. Fields in fair condition. Papaya harvesting steady, rain 
helped fruit development. Watermelon harvesting to increase. Cool 
temperatures delaying maturity. Overall crop condition good. Head cabbage 
fair to good. Harvesting active on three islands. Mixture of sunshine, showers 
helped cucumber plantings. Harvesting active with moderate level in 
supplies. Sweet corn ears are undersized due to cloudy skies and cool 
temperatures. Tomato harvesting active on Hawaii, Molokai islands. Overall 
supplies expected to decrease. Crop conditions good to fair. 





IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 3. Topsoil 45% surplus, 54% 
adequate, 1% short. Rain continues to blanket the State. Area’s of east 
reported replanting of potato, sugar beet fields. While areas of south central 
areas report replanting of sugar beets fields. Temperature throughout the 
State below normal. Alfalfa hay 1st cutting 3%, 1997 5%, avg. 5%. Irrigation 
supply 56% excellent, 44% good. Dry beans planted 13%, 1997 30%, avg. 
19%; emerged 1%, 1997 2%, avg. 2%. Dry peas planted 100%, 1997 89%, 
avy. 74%; emerged 91%, 1997 38%, avg. 49%. Lentils planted 99%, 1997 
87%, avg. 70%; emerged 89%, 1997 24%, avg. 40%. Oats planted 88%, 
1997 84%, avg. 82%; emerged 69%, 1997 64%, avg. 63%. Corn planted 
79%, 1997 90%, avg. 82%; emerged 57%, 1997 65%, avg. 44%. Potatoes 
planted 83%, 1997 87%, avg. 82%; emerged 14%, 1997 18%, avg. 18%. 
Barley jointed 18%; booted 8%. Spring wheat jointed 21%; booted 4%. 
Winter wheat jointed 86%; booted 28%. Sugar beets emerged 89%, 1997 
97%, avg. 90%. Activities: Planting potatoes, small grains, dry peas, dry 





beans, lentils, corn, weed control, irrigation, scouting fields, fencing, moving 
livestock to spring pasture. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil 6% short 56% 
adequate, 38% surplus. Above average temperature and precipitation was 
recorded statewide last week as farmers were busy with many field activities. 
In addition to planting corn, soybeans, farmers did such things as spray the 
corn crop with herbicides, pesticides, cut, bale hay, replant corn acres due 
to the excess moisture. Climate conditions have continued to push the wheat 
crop ahead. Other farming activities last week included hoeing corn fields, 
hauling grain, tilling. Winter wheat filled 41%, 13% 1997, 14% avg.; turning 
yellow 2%, 0% 1997, 0% avg. Oats 3% headed, 9% 1997, 9% avg; filled 
1%, 0% 1997, 1% avg.; 1% poor, 24% fair, 62% good, 13% excellent. Alfalfa 
hay 1% poor, 16% fair, 64% good, 19% excellent; ist cut 30%, 15% 1997, 
14% avg. Red clover 1% poor, 11% fair, 70% good, 18% excellent, cut 27%, 
15% 1997, 10% avg. 





INDIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil 2% very short, 14% 
short, 62% adequate, 22% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 6% short, 79% 
adequate, 14% surplus. Both corn, soybean planting have moved ahead of 
average progress. Some early planted crops will need to be replanted due 
to soil crusting, ponding, bug damage. Heavy winds in isolated areas over 
the weekend flattened some wheat. Range, pasture feed 1% poor, 14% fair, 
61% good, 24% excellent. First cutting of alfalfa 33% complete. 
Transplanting of tobacco 21% complete. Activities: Planting corn and 
soybeans, field preparation, cutting hay, caring for livestock. 





IOWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.8. Topsoil very short 1%, short 12%, 
adequate 68%, surplus 19%. Subsoil short 5%, adequate 75%, surplus 20%. 
Apart from the south-central section of State, rapid planting progress, crop 
emergence occurred. 1998 row crops: Corn planted 98%, 98% 1997, 86% 
avg.; acreage emerged 64%, 60% 1997, 51% avg. Soybeans planted 85%, 
82% 1997, 54% avg. Soybeans emerged 44%, 15% 1997. Oats emerged 
95%, 95% 1997, 90% avg. Pasture feed 3% poor, 15% fair, 59% good, 23% 
excellent. Drier weather has improved livestock condition; cows, calves doing 
well. 





KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil 2% very short, 28% 
short, 68% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 8% short, 90% adequate, 2% 
surplus. During the weekend a storm moved across the west central, 
southwest, central, south central parts of the State. Storms damaged, 
caused by hail, high winds, was scattered, varied. Insect, disease 
infestations remain light, few reports of tan spot, leaf rust. Corn 1% poor, 
12% fair, 75% good, 12% excellent. First cutting alfalfa hay 70%, 36% 1997, 
28% avg. Sunflowers planted 12%. Warm dry weather allowed planting of 
fall crops to make good progress. Major field activities were seedbed 
preparation, planting fall crops, spraying, cutting alfalfa. Pasture feed 3% 
poor, 17% fair, 69% good, 11% excellent. Stockwater supplies 3% short, 
94% adequate, 3% surplus. Major livestock activities, moving cattle to 
summer pasture, working spring calves. 





KENTUCKY: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Topsoil 1% very short, 10% 
short, 77% adequate, 12% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 4% short, 80% 
adequate, 15 % surplus. Farmers were busy in the fields planting corn, 
soybeans, transplanting tobacco before rain showers, thunderstorms moved 
into State by mid-week. Average corn height 6 inches with most advanced 
fields 11 inches. Burley tobacco acreage set 27%, 23% 1997, 22 % 
acreage. Dark tobacco 25% set, 28% 1997, 28% avg. Set tobacco 1% poor, 
24% fair, 60% good, 15% excellent. Winter wheat promising, some disease, 
lodging. Wheat 2% very poor, 4% poor, 29% fair, 56% good, 9% excellent. 
First hay cutting very good. Hay 2% poor, 23% fair, 46% good, 29% 
excellent. Pasture condition 2% poor, 19% fair, 53% good, 26% excellent. 
Grain sorghum 13% planted. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. Soil moisture 37% very short, 
45% short, 18% adequate. Corn 3% very poor, 18% poor, 32% fair, 46% 
good, 1% excellent; 4% silked, 4% 1997, 6% avg. Cotton 1% very poor, 2% 
poor, 47% fair, 49% good, 1% excellent; 98% emerged, 85% 1997, 89% avg. 
Cotton producers are starting to irrigate. Hay 70% first cutting, 50% 1997, 
45% avg. Peaches 4% harvested, 3% 1997, 5% avg. Rice is making 
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excellent growth however, salt water, army worms are beginning to be a 
problem. Sorghum 5% poor, 57% fair, 38% good; 90% emerged, 73% 1997, 
75% avg. Soybeans 1% very poor, 6% poor, 41% fair, 50% good, 2% 
excellent. Soybean producers are waiting on rain to continue planting. 
Spring plowing 99% plowing, 94% 1997, 96% avg. Sugarcane 2% poor, 
16% fair, 60% good, 22% excellent. Sweet potatoes 24% planted, 17% 
1997, 19% avg. Wheat 3% very poor, 8% poor, 22% fair, 62% good, 5% 
eecelient, 49% harvested, 15% 1997, 30% avg. Livestock 1% very poor, 6% 
poor, 35% fair, 50% good, 8% excellent. Vegetables 1% very poor, 12% 
poor, 40% fair, 43% good, 4% excellent. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Acreage that has been 
prepared for planting of spring crops 85%. Subsoil 3% short, 87% adequate, 
10% surplus. Topsoil 3% very short, 11% short, 65% adequate, 21% 
surplus. Winter wheat 2% very poor, 4% poor, 23% fair, 58% good, 13% 
excellent; 20% turned, 2% 1997, 1% avg. Barley 3% very poor, 5% poor, 
29% fair, 51% good, 12% excellent; 60% turned, 16% 1997, 25% avg. Rye 
1% very poor, 1% poor, 10% fair, 63% good, 25% excellent; 96% headed, 
96% 1997, 88% avg.; 18% turned, 7% 1997, 5% avg. Field corn 80% 
planted, 85% 1997, 82% avg.; 50% emerged. Soybeans 15% planted, 22% 
1997, 16% avg. Tobacco 29% transplanted, 26% 1997, 22% avg. Sweet 
corn 75% planted, 62% 1997, 66% avg. Green peas 7% harvested, 4% 
1997, 2% avg. Tomatoes 87% planted, 84% 1997, 77% avg. Cantaloupes 
80% planted, 80% 1997, 74% avg. Watermelons 75% planted, 75% 1997, 
70% avg. Snap beans 60% planted, 78% 1997, 66% avg. Lima beans 20% 
planted, 19% 1997, 33% avg. Strawberries 28% harvested, 35% 1997, 19% 
avg. Pasture feed 1% very poor, 3% poor, 10% fair, 50% good, 36% 
excellent. Other hay 35% 1st cutting harvested, 31% 1997, 22% avg. Alfalfa 
hay 40% 1st cutting harvested, 28% 1997, 31% harvested. Hay supplies 3% 
very short, 20% short, 71% adequate, 6% surplus. Activities: Good week for 
field work, large amounts of haymaking except for western Maryland, pea 
harvesting started, tobacco planting in full swing. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Topsoil 33% very short, 44% 
short, 23% adequate. Subsoil 13% very short, 39% short, 46% adequate, 2% 
surplus. Asparagus harvested 62%, 18% 1997, 31% avg. Drybeans planted 
2%, 0% 1997. Potatoes planted 92%, 83% 1997, 72% avg.; emerged 70%, 
39% 1997, 22% avg. Dry weather continued with scattered rain in south. 
Parts of north have received 25% of normal precipitation since April 1. 
Growing degree days over entire state 2 to 3 weeks ahead of normal. Crops 
planted and germinated early doing well. Recent plantings showing spotty 
germination. Wheat fields mostly headed south starting central, earliest 
heading on record. Dry weather caused yield concerns but reduced concern 
for diseases. Corn reached 4-5 inches south. Weed problem as rain needed 
tO activate herbicides. Forage crops suffered dry weather north. Hay, alfalfa 
cutting expanded although yields reduced in dryer north. Many asparagus 
growers on eighteenth harvest. Yields favorable despite hot, dry conditions 
with irrigation necessary. Cabbage stressed, but plant growth progressed. 
Small carrot seedlings, some onion plants burned off Grand Rapids area. 
Growers irrigated crops to help emergence. Carrot, onion cover crops 
sprayed down. Celery transplanting continued. Direct seeded cucumber 
plantings fifth leaf stage southwest. Pepper transplant more than 50% 
complete, growth satisfactorily Sweet corn growth excellent. Tomato 
transplanting more than 60% complete. Some apple varieties self-thinned 
due to dry weather. Plum curculio egg laying was light due to hot, dry, windy 
conditions. Sprayed for Codling moths and fire blight. Apple fruit 15-18 mm. 
Weather excellent for thinning. Strawberry harvest to begin this week. Sweet 
cherry volume excelient. Peach, plum, tart cherries had green fruit; condition 
very good. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Topsoil 5% very short, 
17% short, 70% adequate, 8% surplus. Corn 94% emerged, 41% 1997, 
41% avg. Soybeans 92% planted, 78% 1997, 53% avg.; 61% emerged, 7% 
1997, 11% avg. Spring wheat 94% emerged, 31% 1997, 50% avg.; 29% 
jointed, 0% 1997, 3% avg. Oats 96% emerged, 68% 1997, 75% avg.; 9% 
jointed, 1% 1997, 5% avg. Barley 94% emerged, 25% 1997, 47% avg.; 
33% jointed, 0% 1997, 3% avg. Sunflowers 66% planted, 15% 1997, 39% 
avg. Green peas 92% planted, 89% 1997, 80% avg. Potatoes 86% 
planted, 49% 1997, 61% avg. Sweetcorn 74% planted, 62% 1997, 53% 
avg. Dry edible beans 73% planted, 27% 1997, 34% avg. Flax 69% 
planted, 4% 1997, 33% avg. Alfalfa 16% 1st cutting, 0% 1997, 0% avg. 
Spring wheat 2% very poor, 4% poor, 18% fair, 49% good, 27% excellent. 





Corn 4% poor, 18% fair, 56% good, 22% excellent. Oats 1% very poor, 3% 
poor, 17% fair, 64% good, 15% excellent. Barley 4% very poor, 6% poor, 
17% fair, 45% good, 28% excellent. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 7% poor, 
22% fair, 59% good, 10% excellent. Continued mostly warm, sunny weather 
is keeping crop progress about 2 weeks ahead of normal. Scattered crop 
damage has occurred from hail, wind blown dirt. There are some drowned 
out spots from excess rains in the Red River Valley area, while other areas 
are short of rain. First cutting of hay shows good yields, feed values. 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Soil moisture 23% very 
short, 56% short, 18% adequate, 3% surplus. Corn 100% planted, 100% 
1997, 96% avg.; 93% emerged, 99% 1997, 93% avg.; 1% very poor, 9% 
poor, 30% fair, 54% good, 6% excellent. Rice 96% planted, 96% 1997, 91% 
avg; 89% emerged, 88% 1997, 82% avg; 2% poor, 36% fair, 58% good, 4% 
excellent. Soybeans 78% planted, 74% 1997, 59% avg.; 58% emerged, 57% 
1997, 46% avg.; 9% poor, 30% fair, 55% good, 6% excellent. Peanuts 55% 
planted, 89% 1997, 82% avo. Sweet potatoes 11% planted, 10% 1997, 18% 
avg. Hay 55% harvested (cool season), 73% 1997; 7% harvested (warm 
season) 8% 1997. Peaches 6% harvested, 9% 1997, 4% avg. Wheat 100% 
heading, 100% 1997, 100% avg.; 42% mature, 24% 1997, 35% avg.; 6% 
harvested, 2% avg., 2% very poor, 9% poor, 37% fair, 50% good, 2% 
excellent. Watermelons 75% planted, 91% 1997, 90% avg.; 19% poor, 32% 
fair, 39% good, 10% excellent. Blueberries 1% very poor, 18% poor, 41% 
fair, 38% good, 2% excellent. Cattle 1% very poor, 4% poor, 29% fair, 59% 
good, 7% excellent. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 16% poor, 39% fair, 39% 
good, 4% excellent. Activities: Planting soybeans, cotton, peanuts, sweet 
potatoes, harvesting hay. Crop conditions declined due to hot, dry weather. 





MISSOURI: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil 1% very short, 22% 
short, 62% adequate, 15% surplus. Corn least advanced in north central, 
northeast, east central, while all other districts $4% or more complete. Single 
crop soybean planting ranged from 15% south central to 74% central, 
northwest. Wheat heading least advanced northwest, northeast, central at 
85%, 83%, 74%, while all other areas 90% or more complete. First crop 
alfalfa cut 38%, 26% 1997, 19% avg. Other hay cut 21%, 10% 1997, 8% 
avg. Pasture feed 4% poor, 24% fair, 59% good, 13% excellent. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil 31% very short, 48% 
short, 17% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 38% very short, 38% short, 24% 
adequate. Precipitation was received throughout the state last week. Oats 
seeded 92%, 79% 1997, 80% avg.; emerged 75%, 50% 1997, 50% avg.; 3% 
very poor, 11% poor, 40% fair, 44% good, 2% excellent. Corn planted 93%, 
91% 1997, 83% avg.; emerged 78%, 44% 1997, 37% avg. Sugar beets 
emerged 97%, 87% 1997, 83% avg. Dry beans planted 78%, 77% 1997, 
66% avg.; emerged 49%, 14% 1997, 16% avg. Potatoes planted 35%, 54% 
1997, 55% avg.; emerged 2%, 12% 1997, 7% avg. Calving is 98% complete, 
lambing 833% complete. Cattle moved to summer ranges 70%, sheep moved 
71%. 





NEBRASKA: Day suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Topsoil 1% very short, 16% 
short, 71% adequate, 12% surplus. Subsoil 2% very short, 11% short, 82% 
adequate, 5% surplus. Producers made excellent planting progress, until 
widespread rains limited activities. However, dry conditions continued in 
many southern tier counties bordering the State of Kansas. Winter wheat 
2% very poor, 9% poor, 25% fair, 56% good, 8% excellent; 89% jointed, 78% 
1997, 91% avg.; 30% headed, 12% 1997, 15% avg. Garden, Deuel counties 
experienced extensive damage to wheat fields due to hail storm last week. 

Corn 98% planted, 97% 1997, 86% avg.; 85% emerged, 64% 1997, 50% 
avg.; crop stands reduced due to wire worm damage. Soybeans 80% 
planted, 70% 1997, 42% avg.; 33% emerged, 16% 1997, 12% avg.; eastern 
parts of the State reported bean leaf beetles in earlier planted fields. 
Sorghum 62% planted, 62% 1997, 34% avg.; 17% emerged, 10% 1997, 6% 
avg. Dry beans 8% planted, 4% 1997, 5% avg. Alfalfa 3% poor, 21% fair, 
61% good, 15% excellent, 4% 1st cutting, 1% 1997, 3% avg. Wild hay 6% 
poor, 21% fair, 56% good, 17% excellent. Pasture feed 5% poor, 23% fair, 
62% good, 10% excellent. Activities: Summer fallow tillage, grain marketing, 
working cattle. 





NEVADA: Unseasonably cold, breezy weather continued across western 
areas, while weather conditions moderated to near normal in the northeast 
toward the end of the week. Temperatures averaged well below normal most 
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areas. Limited precipitation was received northeast, very little elsewhere. 
Stream, river flows statewide remained well above normal. Alfalfa hay growth 
was halted or slowed by the cold weather. Weed control was commonly 
undertaken. Spring grain, potato planting resumed as fields dried sufficiently 
for work. Spring wheat, barley planting neared completion. Potato planting 
near complete Humboidt County. Calving, lambing well along. Branding, 
shearing, movement of livestock to summer range continued. Main farm, 
ranch activities: Field preparation, weed control, fertilizing, planting, working 
livestock. 





NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil 1% very short, 
13% short, 82% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 8% short, 87% adequate, 
5% surplus. Pasture feed 7% fair, 66% good, 27% excellent. Maine potatoes 
80% planted, <5% 1997, 40% avg.; <5% emerged; condition good to 
excellent. Massachusetts potatoes 95% planted, 80% 1997, 85% avg.; 70% 
emerged; condition good. Rhode Island potatoes 90% planted, 80% 1997, 
75% avg.; 40% emerged; condition good. Oats in Maine 85% planted, 15% 
1997, 60% avg.; 55% emerged; condition good to excellent. Bariey in Maine 
85% planted, 15% 1997; 60% emerged; condition good to excellent. Field 
corn 50% planted, 30% 1997, 40% avg.; 25% emerged; condition good. 
Sweet corn 50% planted, 40% 1997, 45% avg.; 30% emerged; condition 
good. Shade tobacco 50% planted, 45% 1997, 40% avg.; condition good. 
Broadleaf tobacco 10% planted, 15% 1997, 10% avg.; condition good. First 
cut hay 15% harvested, 0% 1997, 0% avg.; condition good to excellent. 
Apples petal fall, set average to below average, condition good to fair. Peach 
petal fall, set average, condition good to fair. Pears petal fall, set average, 
condition good to excellent. Strawberries full bloom to petal fall, set average, 
condition good to fair. Cranberries bud stage, condition good. Highbush 
blueberries petal fall to full bloom, condition good. Wild blueberries full bloom 
to petal fall, condition good. A second good week for fieldwork with 
cooperative weather. Planting in full swing. Hay harvest underway. Major 
farm activities: Planting corn, tobacco, potatoes, vegetables; spreading 
manure; plowing, harrowing, fertilizing, spraying, liming soils. 





NEW JERSEY: Days suitable for fieldwork 6 to 7. Planting, cultivating, 
Mowing, spraying for diseases, pests continues. Fieldwork has been delayed 
7 to 10 days central areas. Topsoil adequate to surplus in most of State. 
However, in south topsoil moisture is short, there is some irrigation. Sweet 
com is almost completely planted and is starting to green up in some areas. 
Early tomatoes have been planted. Spring snap bean planting is almost 
completed. Planting continues on peppers, squash, pickles and eggplant. 
Harvest of asparagus, beets, leeks, chinese cabbage, endive, escarole, 
collards, kale, dandelion, swiss chard, broccoli raab, argula, basil, cilantro, 
dill, parsley, other herbs continues. There is a light harvest of peas and 
green squash. Harvest of turnips, spinach is increasing. There is a good 
volume of lettuce of all types (bib, boston and iceberg). Peaches, blueberries 
are sizing well. Hand thinning of peaches is being done. There is a moderate 
supply of strawberries. Wheat, rye, barley are all headed up. The first 
cutting of hay is underway. Farmers are planting field corn, soybeans. 
Sweet potatoes are being planted as fields dry out. Pastures are in good 
condition. 





NEW MEXICO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.9. As a result of continued 
dry weather topsoil moisture fell to 9% very short, 51% short, 39% adequate, 
1% excellent. Winter wheat 1% very poor, 11% poor, 37% fair, 50% good, 
1% excellent; 91% headed, 89% 1997, 90% avg. Under hot, dry conditions 
cotton plantings neared completion; 92% planted, 93% 1997, 88% avg.; 1% 
very poor, 33% fair, 45% good, 21% excellent. Corn 2% poor, 22% fair, 72% 
good, 4% excellent; 91% planted, 90% 1997; 86% emerged. Sorghum 
plantings progressed siomy last week as many dryland farmers were waiting 
for rainfall before beginning; 13% planted, 25% 1997, 21% avg. Alfalfa ist 
Cutting reached 67% complete, 62% 1997; 2nd cutting was underway in the 
south, 10% completed statewide; 35% 1997; 2% poor, 16% fair, 67% good, 
15% excellent. Chile crop was maturing well under a hot sun; 1% poor, 20% 
fair, 64% good, 15% excellent. Lettuce harvest continued, 85% harvested; 
condition 8% fair, 28% good and 64% excellent. Onion condition remained 
good to excellent. Applies also remained in good condition with an average 
fruit set. Pecans stayed in good to excellent condition with an average nut 
set reported. Cattle, sheep were mostly in fair to good condition. Pasture 
feed, range 3% very poor, 19% poor, 35% fair, 40% good, 3% excellent. 








NEW YORK: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Soil moisture 21% short, 
72% adequate, 7% surplus. Pasture feed 9% fair, 57% good, 28% excellent. 
Corn 72% planted, 41% 1997, 45% average. Oats 97% seeded, 72% 1997, 
70% avg.; 81% good, 19% excellent. Wheat headed; 78% good, 22% 
excellent. Upstate potatoes 75% planted. Soybeans 46% planted. 
Strawberries beginning to color. Most orchards need rainfall. Vineyards in 
western regions showing spotty damage from earlier frost. Vegetable growth 
Still ahead of average. Sweet corn planting near completion. Crops in good 
condition. 





NORTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Soil moisture is rated 
1% very short, 20% short, 73% adequate, 6% surplus. A very dry week 
allowed farmers to make good progress especially in cotton, peanuts. 
Peanut crop is the only remaining crop significantly behind the 5 year planting 
average. Activities included: Planting corn, cotton, peanuts, sorghum, 
soybeans; transplanting tobacco, sweet potatoes; tending livestock; repairing 
equipment. 





NORTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Topsoil 10% very short, 
28% short, 59% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 7% very short, 23% short, 
65% adequate, 5% surplus. Warm, dry conditions allowed producers to make 
ecelient planting progress which is above 5-year avg. Small grain planting 
near completion, about two weeks ahead of avg. Durum wheat 87% planted, 
67% 1997, 62% avg.; 57% emerged, 24% 1997, 29% avg. Canola 94% 
planted, 69% 1997; 71% emerged, 20% 1997. Corn 86% planted, 74% 
1997, 62% avg.; 48% emerged, 25% 1997, 22% avg. Dry edible beans 57% 
planted, 25% 1997, 31% avg.; 9% emerged, 1% 1997, 5% avg. Flaseed 
90% planted, 42% 1997, 37% avg.; 57% emerged, 9% 1997, 12% avg. 
Potatoes 89% planted, 49% 1997, 63% avg.; 27% emerged, 3% 1997, 5% 
avg. Soybeans 54% planted, 41% 1997, 44% avg.; 22% emerged, 3% 1997, 
10% avg. Sugarbeets 100% planted, 91% 1997, 86% avg.; 95% emerged, 
34% 1997, 49% avg. Sunflower 50% planted, 14% 1997, 23% avg.; 9% 
emerged, 1% 1997, 3% avg. Dry soil conditions hinder hay crop potential, 
pasture growth in west, south central districts. Ranchers continued to move 
Cattle to pasture. Pastures, ranges supplied 89% of roughage requirements. 
Stock water 4% short, 91% adequate, 5% surplus. Many pest problems 
throughout State. Broadleaf, wild oat spraying 16%, 25% complete 
respectively. 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Topsoil 2% very short, 16% short, 
71% adequate, 11% surplus. Growers were able to get out into the fields in 
full force this past week to get caught up on their planting progress, other 
various aspects of fieldwork. Some wheat was damaged by hail last week. 
Corn planted 3 days behind avg.; emerged 3 points behind avg. Soybeans 
planted 2 days ahead of avg.; emerged tied with avg. Winter wheat headed 
18 days ahead avg. Oats planted is approaching completion; emerged 8 
points ahead of avg, 2% headed, 0% 1997, 1% avg. Alfalfa hay 30% 1st 
Cutting, 3% 1997, 9% avg. Other hay 22% 1st cutting, 0% 1997, 5% avg. 
Potatoes 91% planted, 83% 1997, 82% avg. Tobacco 11% transplanted. 
Processing tomatoes 72% transplanted, 26% 1997, 44% avg. Sugar beets 
92% planted. Hay 1% poor, 16% fair, 54% good, 29% excellent. 
Strawberries 9% fair, 65% good, 26% excellent. Activities: Field tillage; 
seeding CRP, filter strips; setting tomatoes, peppers; planting sweet corn; 
applying herbicides, insecticides, pesticides; spreading fertilizer, applying 
ammonia, side dressing some corn; green chopping hay, filling silos; baling 
hay; fence, equipment maintenance; repairing field tile; cleaning ditches. 
Northwestern district: Some growers were replanting some earlier planted 
corn. Reported weed pressures: giant ragweed; Canadian thisties; other 
grass, broadieaf weeds. Reported insects: corn flea beetie, black cutworm 
in corn; spotty bean leaf beetle in soybeans; Alfalfa weevil, potato leafhopper 
in alfalfa; aphids in tomatoes; Colorado potato beetles in potatoes; slugs in 
vegetables; mosquitos, carpenter bees in buildings, honey bee swarms 
active. Reported diseases: powdery mildew, septoria, leaf rust, wheat 
spindle streak mosaic virus in wheat; early blight on tomatoes; blue mold, 
target spot on tobacco; botrytis in strawberries. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil 10% very short, 31% 
short, 58% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 20% short, 78% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Warm, dry weather ripened wheat, allowed row crop 
plantings to increase significantly. Wheat 36% soft dough, 31% 1997, 40% 
avg. Oats 85% heading, 81% 1997, 74% avg.; 39% soft dough, 39% 1997, 
30% avg. Corn 8% fair, 92% good; 98% up-to-stand, 83% 1997, 89% avg. 
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Sorghum 74% seedbed prepared, 59% 1997, 73% avg.; 5% up-to-stand, 5% 
1997, 12% avg. Soybeans 86% seedbed prepared, 92% 1997, 79% avg.; 
45% planted, 54% 1997, 42% avg.; 16% up-to-stand, 24% 1997, 21% avg. 
Peanuts 27% up-to-stand, 16% 1997, 13% avg. Cotton 25% up-to-stand, 4% 
1997, 13% avg.; Alfalfa hay 1% poor, 20% fair, 68% good, 11% excellent; 
82% 1st cutting, 72% 1997, 67% avg.; 4% 2nd cutting, 3% 1997, 2% avg. 
Other hay 37% ist cutting, 43% 1997, 39% avg. Livestock 1% poor, 17% 
fair, 79% good, 3% excellent. Feeder cattle prices down $2 per cwt. from the 
preceding week. 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.5. Topsoil 4% short, 70% 
adequate, 26% surplus. Subsoil 4% short, 84% adequate, 12% surplus. 
Winter wheat 8% fair, 50% good, 42% excellent; headed 21%, 35% 1997, 
34% avg. Barley planted 95%, 93% 1997, 86% avg. Range, pasture feed 
5% fair, 56% good, 39% excellent. Activities: Wet, rainy weather delayed 
fieldwork across State. Western regions grain, seed, hay crops ample 
moisture to carry to harvest. Hay, grass seed in Rogue River Valley lodged 
because of rain. Rain interfered spring grain, row crop plantings, haying. 
Spring planting on eastside mostly completed, showers welcomed. Alfalfa 
1st cutting stopped due to rain; some hay got wet. Wheat continued to head, 
looked good. Nurseries, greenhouses busy with repotting, transporting, 
trimming. Regular sales to local retail stories slowed down by cold, wet 
conditions. On the south coast Easter Lilies in bud, growers scouting for 
aphids. Rain continued to affect vegetable growers. Dry, warmer weather 
needed for saturated fields. Western areas green pepper, melon, tomato 
growers worried rains will lead to rot. Central valley green beans, corn need 
nitrogen, weed control. Onions up, soggy; potatoes appeared good despite 
rain. On eastside potatoes emerged, quality good. State wide cool wet 
weather continued to slow fruit development. Willamette Valley strawberries 
developing, caneberries in full bloom, apples, pears starting to size. Powdery 
mildew affecting applies. Berry growers concerned with fruit rot, increased 
slug activity. Rogue River Valley tree fruit setting, strawberry set good to 
heavy, could be ruined due to rain. South coast cranberry development 
ranged from hook to early bloom. Rose bloom fungus present in many beds. 
Hood River Valley fireblight appearing in apple, pear blocks. Livestock 
Condition good. Branding completed in northeast. Turnout to summer ranges 
continued on eastside, slower than normal because winter ranges abundant 
feed. Stock water abundant. Hay feeding stopped in Klamath Basin. On 
westside forage growth good, low areas too wet for optimum growth. 





PENNSYLVANIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 12% short, 79% 
adequate, 9% surplus. Good week for fieldwork. Spring plowing 87% 
complete, 91% 1997, 85% avg. Corn planted 65% complete, 73% 1997, 
64% avg. Soybeans planted 25% complete, 42% 1997, 34% avg. Oats 
planted 96% complete, 98% 1997, 91% avg. Potatoes planted 55% 
complete, 69% 1997, 69% avg. Barley 93% heading or headed, 81% 1997, 
70% avg. Wheat 65% heading or headed, 47% 1997, 34% avg.; 1% poor, 
10% fair, 76% good, 13% excellent. Oat 1% poor, 20% fair, 70% good, 9% 
ecellent. Alfalfa ist cutting 25% complete, 15% 1997, 12% avg. Timothy 
Clover first cutting 13% complete, 1997, average not available. Quality of hay 
made 6% fair, 65% good, 29% excellent. Activities: Planting of oats, corn, 
soybeans; Cutting hay, spraying herbicides; machinery maintenance; hauling 
manure; Caring for livestock. Almost no rain was reported this week. 





SOUTH CAROLINA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Soil moisture 4% very 
short, 32% short, 62% adequate, 2% surplus. Apples 94% good, 6% 
excellent. Barley 100% headed, 100% 1997, 99% avg.; 56% turned color, 
89% 1997, 71% avg.; 40% ripe, 60% 1997, 30% avg.; 1% poor, 24% fair, 
34% good, 41% excellent. Cantaloupes 93% planted, 99% 1997, 94% avg.; 
11% poor, 21% fair, 59% good, 9% excellent. Cucumbers 100% planted, 
100% 1997, 94% avg.; 20% fair, 60% good, 20% excellent. Hay 83% 
harvested, 86% 1997, 78% avg.; 2% poor, 27% fair, 58% good, 13% 
excellent. Oats 80% turned color, 93% 1997, 83% avg.; 40% ripe, 70% 
1997, 48% avg.; 21% harvested, 25% 1997, 14% avg.; 1% very poor, 3% 
poor, 31% fair, 59% good, 6% excellent. Peaches 2% very poor, 6% poor, 
14% fair, 52% good, 26% excelient. Rye 100% headed, 100% 1997, 77% 
tumed color, 90% 1997, 81% avg.; 40% ripe, 60% 1997, 43% avg.; 2% very 
poor, 5% poor, 35% fair, 48% good, 10% excellent. Snap beans 95% 
planted, 90% 1997, 85% avg.; 50% good, 50% excellent. Sorghum 52% 
planted, 47% 1997, 37% avg.; 14% fair, 57% good, 29% excellent. Tobacco 
100% transplanted, 100% 1997, 100% avg.; 19% fair, 72% good, 9% 
excellent. Tomatoes 100% planted, 99% 1997, 100% avg.; 23% fair, 71% 





good, 6% excellent. Watermelons 99% planted, 100% 1997, 95% avg.; 1% 
very poor, 3% poor, 36% fair, 56% good, 4% excellent. Winter Wheat 100% 
headed, 100% 1997, 100% avg.; 92% turned color, 93% 1997, 82% avg.; 
56% ripe, 41% 1997, 38% avg.; 6% harvested, 5% 1997, 3% very poor, 9% 
poor, 45% fair, 36% good, 7% excellent. 





SOUTH DAKOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. Topsoil 4% very short, 
9% short, 68% adequate, 19% surplus. Subsoil 2% very short, 9% short, 
69% adequate, 20% surplus. Good progress made planting row crops, well 
ahead of the five-year average. Winter wheat 1%poor, 11% fair, 62% good, 
26% excellent. Winter wheat 73% boot, 17% headed. Winter rye 74% boot, 
33% headed. Spring wheat 2% poor, 16% fair, 62% good, 20% excellent. 
Spring wheat 20% boot. Barley 1% poor, 18% fair, 63% good, 18% excellent. 
Oats 1% poor, 14% fair, 66% good, 19% excellent; 14% boot. Sunflower 
38% seeded, 9% 1997, 12% avg. Flaxseed 82% seeded, 29% 1997, 36% 
avg. Soybeans 59% seeded, 47% 1997, 32% avg. Alfalfa 2% poor, 19% fair, 
58% good, 21% excellent. Livestock 1% poor, 6% fair, 69% good, 24% 
excellent. Lambing 94% complete, calving 96% complete. Producers have 
moved 79% of the cattle to pasture. Feed supplies 4% short, 87% adequate, 
9% surplus. Stockwater 1% very short, 4% short, 78% adequate, 17% 
surplus. Range, pasture feed 2% poor, 16% fair, 61% good, 21% excellent. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 19% short, 75 % 
adequate, 6 % surplus. Subsoil 7% short, 86% adequate, 7% surplus. Corn 
95% planted, 97% 1997, 95% avg.; 80% emerged; 4% poor, 21% fair, 62% 
good, 13% excellent. Tobacco 40% transplanted, 42% 1997, 45% avg. 
Wheat 70% turing color, 25% 1997, 31% avg.; 2% very poor, 9% poor, 28% 
fair, 52% good, 9% excellent. Alfalfa 80% 1st cutting completed, 53% 1997, 
62% avg.; 2% poor, 23% fair, 60% good, 15% excellent. Pastures feed 1% 
poor, 19% fair, 65% good, 15% excellent. Other hay 60% first cutting 
completed; 1% poor, 19% fair, 63% good, 17% excellent. Sunny skies and 
dry fields throughout the State last week provided farmers excellent 
conditions for fieldwork. Producers took advantage of the favorable weather 
to virtually wrap up corn planting and cut over three-fourths of the alfalfa hay 
crop. Tobacco transplanting was 2 days behind normal as of May 24. 
Wheat development is approximately 8 days ahead of schedule. Certain 
localities reported that they are in need of rain. 





TEXAS: Dry conditions continued cause problems across state with little, 
no relief in sight. Late week few thundershowers sprung up, however lack 
of measurable rain a serious problem. Many producers in Plains, North 
Central held up planting operations until adequate moisture becomes 
available. Crops Central, Southern areas continued wilt under hot afternoon 
temperatures. Pasture conditions suffered. Haying operations slow to start 
up. Some liquidation occurred livestock herds parts of state due dry 
conditions. 

Crops: Corn steady irrigation in High Plains allowed crop make good 
progress, however rainfall would relieve irrigation needs. Planting winding 
down later fields. Hot, dry conditions caused wilt many fields Central, 
Southem areas. Plants in Blacklands beginning to tassel. Fields in Coastal 
Bend, along Upper Coast silking, need of rain. Fields in Rio Grande Valley 
entering dough stage, made fair progress with timely irrigation. Statewide 
corn condition rated 64% normal, 85% 1997; 18% silked, 6% 1997, 13% 
avg.; 1% doughing, 0% 1997, 2% avg. Cotton high winds, blowing sand 
caused problems to young plants in Plains. Planting on irrigated fields 
winding down. Planting been slow to start on dryland fields. Most fields look 
good in Blacklands, however rainfall needed very soon. Dry conditions also 
slowed planting remaining Central fields. Plants squaring along Upper 
Coast, also Rio Grande Valley where growth been poor. Cotton 58% normal, 
81% 1997; 11% squaring, 4% 1997, 8% avg. Grain sorghum planting 
continued slowly in Plains where growth early fields retarded by dry weather. 
Fields showing stress in Blacklands, Central. Fields heading along Upper 
Coast, in Coastal Bend where rainfall badly needed. Some fields turning 
color in Rio Grande Valley under very dry conditions. Grain sorghum 56% 
normal, 86% 1997; 18% heading, 7% 1997, 15% avg. Peanuts planting 
irrigated land winding down North Central areas. Dryland planting been slow 
all areas as producers wait for moisture. Rice producers along Upper Coast 
continued heavily flush fields help germination, growth. Many stand reported 
as poor. Weed control continued some fields. Soybean planting continued 
Plains under dry conditions. Growth on fields in Northern Blacklands slow. 
Planting, growth on early varieties along Upper Coast slowed during week 
due dry conditions. Small Grains: Open conditions allowed harvest progress 
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into Northern Blacklands. Yields have been surprisingly good despite dry 
weather. Harvest got underway few fields North Central, however many have 
been cut for hay, grazed out. Irrigated fields continued make good progress 
in Plains while dryland conditions declined. 91% headed, 90% 1997, 91% 
avg.; 4% harvested, 1% 1997, 3% avg. Other crops: Sunflowers 51% 
planted, 31% 1997, 34% avg. Oats 28% harvested, 5% 1997, 12% avg. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, harvest operations continued 
without delay last week. San Antonio- Winter Garden, harvest operations 
continued under hot, dry conditions. Growth on later watermelon fields slow. 
East, more sweet potatoes set out last week, however progress on early 
planted fields slowed by dry conditions. Dry conditions continued stress 
other crops. High Plains, onions made good progress during week. Trans 
Pecos, high winds caused some damage to young cantaloupe vines. 
Peaches: Harvest continued in Hill Country on early varieties. A light harvest 
continued East. Pecans: Small nutlets continued form most groves across 
Central, Southern areas. Casebearer spraying continued many groves. 
Continued dry conditions will have a negative effect on how many nuts stay 
on trees. 

Bange and Livestock: Declining pasture conditions have led to culling 
cattle herds some areas. Haying operations continued slow across state. 
Many producers will be forced to feed hay if rainfall not received soon. Calf 
markets continued to be off. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 6. Topsoil 9% short, 75% adequate, 
16% surplus. Subsoil 7% short, 79% adequate, 14% surplus. Pasture feed, 
range 3% poor, 18% fair, 65% good, 14% excellent. Oats planted 91%, 90% 
1997, 85% avg.; emerged 61%, 68% 1997, 68% avg. Corn planted 79%, 
92% 1997, 82% avg.; emerged 39%. Potatoes planted 97%, 91% 1997. 
Alfalfa hay ist cutting 2%. Alfalfa height 16 inches, 16 inches 1997, 15 
inches avg. Sheep moved to summer range 33%, 40% 1997, 42% avg. 
Cattle/calves moved to summer range 44%, 53% 1997, 48% avg. Major 
farm, ranch activities: Planting between storms, spraying weeds. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil 5% short, 80% 
adequate, 15% surplus. Subsoil 1% short, 82% adequate, 17% surplus. 
Corn 81% planted, 81% 1997, 84% avg.; 63% emerged; 2% poor, 11% fair, 
68% good, 19% excellent. Cotton 98% planted, 96% 1997, 99% avg.; 13% 
fair, 82% good, 5% excellent. Peanuts 90% planted, 88% 1997, 91% avg.; 
12% fair, 81% good, 7% excellent. Soybeans 14% planted, 18% 1997, 21% 
avg. Flue-cured tobacco 77% transplanted, 84% 1997, 80% avg. Dark fire 
cured tobacco 54% transplanted, 59% 1997, 54% avg. Burley tobacco 20% 
transplanted, 28% 1997, 25% avg. Sun Tobacco 17% transplanted, 19% 
1997, 40% avg. Tobacco green houses 4% fair, 38% good, 58% excellent. 
Tobacco plantbeds 5% very poor, 10% poor, 32% fair, 40% good, 13% 
excellent. Winter wheat 3% very poor, 6% poor, 19% fair, 57% good, 15% 
excellent. Barley 2% very poor, 4% poor, 16% fair, 60% good, 18% excellent. 
Summer potatoes 3% very poor, 3% poor, 19% fair, 59% good, 16% 
excellent. Apples 10% fair, 71% good, 19% excellent. Peaches 19% fair, 
63% good, 18% excellent. Pasture feed 1% poor, 8% fair, 63% good, 28% 
excellent. Alfalfa 7% fair, 68% good, 25% excellent. Other hay 1% poor, 6% 
fair, 63% good, 30% excellent. Weather conditions were varied around the 
State with overcast, rainy conditions in some localities, while open weather 
provided ideal conditions for hay making in other areas. An undetermined 
amount of hail damage to apples, peaches was reported in isolated 
southwestern localities. Moderate to extensive hail, storm damage to the 
wheat, corn crops in some Southeastern localities was reported last 
weekend. Many producers were able to resume field activities making 
tremendous progress in crop planting and hay making. Some corn acres 
were replanted due to flood damage. More producers are concerned with 
excessive lodging in wheat, barley fields due to high winds, storms. Other 
small grain producers are concerned with powdery mildew problems as well 
as scab, other diseases. Producers in drier localities were able to make hay 
last week with good to excellent yields. The quality of this year’s hay crop will 
be reduced but quantity will be abundant based on initial cuttings. Other 
farming activities included vegetable planting, tomato staking and tying, 
strawberry harvesting, fruit thinning, fence repairing. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Topsoil 8% short; 82% 
adequate, 10% surplus. Subsoil 9% short, 90% adequate, 1% surplus. 
Winter wheat, dryland 2% poor, 18% fair, 60% good, 20% excellent. 
Irrigated 83% good, 17% excellent. Spring wheat 100% planted, 99% 1997, 
97% avg.; 99% emerged, 91% 1997, 87% avg. Spring wheat, dryland 3% 





poor, 12% fair, 60% good, 25% excellent. Irrigated 90% good, 10% excellent. 
Barley 100% planted, 98% 1997, 97% avg.; 99% emerged, 89% 1997, 85% 
avg. More rainfall received last week. Cereal grains are in generally good 
condition. Some areas are reporting significant cheat grass problems, 
resulting in declining conditions for some areas. Rainfali stopped most haying 
operations. Potatoes 100% planted, 99% 1997, 97% avg.; 89% emerged, 
61% 1997, 72% avg. Hay, other roughage supplies 85% adequate, 15% 
surplus. Green chop operations continued. Most pasture were in excellent 
condition. Range, pasture feed 10% fair, 67% good, 23% excellent. Cooler 
temperatures continued to increase disease pressures on all fruit crops. 
Skagit County growers testified before Washington State Department of 
Agriculture on a proposed apple quarantine, due to apple maggot 
infestations. Growers were increasing cover sprays in most areas. Overall, 
fruit crops are off to a very good start. Blueberry producers began irrigating 
fields. Turf grass growers reported heavy demand. Christmas tree growers 
applied fungicides. Vegetable planting continued. Asparagus harvest 
progressed. 





WEST VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Intended acreage 
prepared for spring planting 87%, 93% 1997, 86% avg. Topsoil 1% short, 
88% adequate, 11% surplus. Producers took advantage of the mostly open 
weather to continue planting and begin hay harvesting. Wheat 20% fair, 
40% good, 40% excellent, headed 79%, 76% 1997, 74% avg. Apple 15% 
poor, 77% fair, 4% good, 4% excellent. Peach 16% poor, 66% fair, 18% 
good. Hay 2% poor, 24% fair, 59% good, 15% excellent; 1st cut 15%, 4% 
1997, 8% avg. Com planted 55%, 73% 1997, 67% avg. Oats 53% fair, 47% 
good; planted 86%, 87% 1997, 88% avg.; emerged 64%, 69% 1997, 71% 
avg. Soybeans planted 41%, 60% 1997, 35% avg. Tobacco transplanted 
10%, 9% 1997, 13% avg. Cattle 16% fair, 78% good, 6% excellent. Sheep 
9% fair, 88% good, 3% excellent. Activities: Field preparation for planting, 
planting corn, oats, soybeans; transplanting tobacco; cutting hay. 





WISCONSIN: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Soil moisture 13% very short, 
30% short, 54% adequate, 3% surplus. Soybeans planted 70% complete, 
65% 1997, 44% avg. Soybeans have emerged, 2 inches high in Trempealeau 
County. Dry weather over most of State advanced planting last week. No rain 
was reported in the north central, northeast districts while 0.2 inch fell on 
parts of the northwest district. Rainfall is below normal in all northern 
districts. The driest district was the northeast, where rainfall is 3 inches 
below normal. Over 90% of the northeast district was rated very short to short 
last week. Pasture feed 2% very poor, 8% poor, 22% fair, 56% good, 12% 
excellent. Southeast district, 80% of the corn crop was in the ground last 
week, compared to 44% complete the previous week. First cutting of hay was 
15% harvested, well ahead of last year. Early planted corn was off to a great 
start in Rusk County. Alfalfa was at an 18 inch harvest maturity in Oconto 
County, and alfalfa weevils were observed in hayfields. Fruit trees have 
finished blooming in most areas. In Portage County, the second side 
dressing took place on potatoes last week. Winter wheat was heading out in 
Kenosha County. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 1% very short, 28% 
short, 70% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 34% short, 64% 
adequate. Winter wheat jointed 83%, 49% 1997, 56% avg.; boot 6%. Barley 
seeded 94%, 97% 1997, 95% avg.; emerged 78%, 82% 1997, 82% avg.; 
jointed 20%, 30% 1997, 13% avg. Oats seeded 93%, 90% 1997, 89% avg.; 
emerged 56%, 64% 1997, 59% avg.; jointed 5%, 10% 1997, 5% avg. Spring 
wheat seeded 95%, 88% 1997, 87% avg.; emerged 63%, 64% 1997, 60% 
avg.; jointed 12%, 12% 1997, 5% avg. Sugar beets planted 100%, 100% 
1997, 99% avg.; emerged 79%, 82% 1997, 76% avg. Corn planted 91%, 
92% 1997, 84% avg.; emerged 57%, 55% 1997, 48% avg. Dry beans 
planted 37%, 31% 1997, 20% avg.; emerged 7%, 4% 1997, 1% avg. Current 
prospects for alfalfa hay 2% very poor, 4% poor, 27% fair, 61% good, 6% 
excellent. Range, pasture feed 2% very poor, 4% poor, 18% fair, 66% good, 
10% excellent. Range flock ewes lambed 73%, 64% 1997, 67% avg. 
Livestock 1% poor, 7% fair, 78% good, 14% excellent. Precipitation fell 
across the some of the southeast, western areas of the State. There was 
little help for farmers in northem, some south central parts of the State where 
dry conditions persist. 
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FSU-WESTERN: Widespread, light to moderate rain in Ukraine 
favored winter grains and spring planted crops, while several days of 
dry weather in Russia helped summer crop planting. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: Rain and continued cold weather in Siberia and 
eastern Kazakstan caused further delays in spring grain planting. 


EUROPE: Warm and generally dry weather in northern areas 
continued to favor summer crop planting, while widespread showers 
in southeastern Europe continued to boost soil moisture for 
reproductive winter grains and newly-emerged spring planted crops. 


MEXICO: Unseasonably hot, dry weather stressed pastures and 
livestock across northern Mexico and delayed early corn planting 
across the south. 





HIGHLIGHTS 


CANADA: Rain over sections of Alberta and Saskatchewan provided 
much-needed moisture to emerging spring grains and oilseeds. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: The rainy season started across Thailand and 
southern Vietnam, and widespread showers brought some drought 
relief to the Philippines. 


EASTERN ASIA: Widespread rain benefited germinating summer 
crops across the North China Plain and Manchuria. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Mostly dry weather favored summer crop 
harvesting across the region. 


AUSTRALIA: 
germination. 


Showers kept topsoils moist for winter grain 




















EUROPE 





Generally dry weather (precipitation amounts generally less than 10 
mm) continued to prevail from England and France eastward through 
Germany, Scandinavia, and northern Poland. The dry weather in these 
areas allowed spring grain and summer crop planting to progress 
towards completion without delays. However, the dryness in these 
areas has persisted since early May, lowering topsoil moisture. In 
Spain and Portugal, widespread rain (10-40 mm with local amounts in 
excess of 40 mm) continued to provide favorable moisture for winter 
grains in the filling stage and summer crops in the vegetative stage. In 
Italy, mostly dry weather helped fieldwork for corn and sunflower 
planting. In eastern Europe, frequent showers (10-40 mm with local 
amounts in excess of 40 mm) fell from southern Poland southward 
through Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Serbia, Bulgaria, and Greece. 
Although the precipitation in these areas continued to boost soil 
moisture for crops, some delays in late summer crop planting may have 
resulted. Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C above 


normal in western Europe and 2 to 4 degrees C below normal in the 
east. 
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FSU-WESTERN 





Widespread light to moderate rain fell in Ukraine, Moldova, and 
southern areas in the North Caucasus region in Russia, providing 
favorable moisture conditions for spring-planted crops and winter 
grains, in or nearing the heading stage. Greatest amounts of 
precipitation (25-50 mm, with local amounts in excess of 50 mm) 
were observed in southern Ukraine and Moldova, with lighter 
precipitation (4-25 mm) falling in northern and eastern Ukraine and 
the southern North Caucasus. Reports as of May 18 indicated spring 
grain, sunflower, and sugar beet planting in Ukraine was virtually 
completed. Elsewhere, light, scattered showers (precipitation amounts 
less than 8 mm) prevailed in the remainder of Russia, allowing spring 
grain and summer crop planting to progress without delays. Mostly 
dry weather in Belarus and the Baltics early in the week was followed 
by widespread rain (10-40 mm) at week’s end, providing favorable 
moisture for spring-planted crops and winter grains in the jointing 
stage. Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C above normal 
in extreme northern Russia and 1 to 3 degrees C below normal in 
Ukraine and southern Russia. Extreme maximum temperatures ranged 
from 20 to 25 degrees C in the west and 25 to 30 degrees C in 
easternmost crop areas. 





FSU-NEW LANDS 





Spring grain planting was typically well underway in most areas. 
Cold, wet weather (10-50 mm, with local amounts in excess of 50 
mm) caused further delays in spring grain planting in eastern areas of 
Siberia and eastern Kazakstan. However, drier weather (precipitation 
amounts ranging from 3 to 10 mm) prevailed in western areas (Urals, 
western areas in Siberia, and the western half of Kazakstan), 
improving conditions for spring grain planting. Weekly temperatures 
averaged 1 to 3 degrees C below normal in western areas and 2 to 4 
degrees C below normal in the east. Extreme minimum temperatures 
fell below freezing at most locations, ranging from -1 to -4 degrees C. 
The cold weather slowed spring grain emergence. In cotton growing 
areas of Central Asia, scattered showers (10-25 mm) were confined to 
eastern growing areas. Unseasonably cool weather slowed early 
cotton growth in most areas, with weekly temperatures averaging 1 to 
3 degrees C below normal. 





CANADA 








Beneficial rain (10-25 mm or more) improved spring grain and oilseed 
prospects over sections of Alberta and Saskatchewan. The highest 
amounts (25-50 mm or more) were recorded in the southwest. In 
contrast, dry pockets lingered in the northwestern growing districts. 
The recent dry spell across the Prairies has allowed spring plantings 
to approach completion at a pace well ahead of both last year and the 
5-year average. However, moisture reserves are unfavorably low at 
many locations, and, given the unseasonably dry winter, few areas 
would be able to withstand a prolonged spell of heat and dryness. 
Farther east, dry, warmer-than-normal weather covered Ontario and 
Quebec. The recent trend toward warmth and dryness has favored 
corn planting and hastened winter wheat development, but western 
and northern growing areas are reporting shortages in moisture 


Teserves. 
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CUMATE PREDICTION CENTER NOMA 


Unseasonably hot, dry weather stressed pastures and livestock across 
northern Mexico and delayed early corn planting across southern 
Mexico. Across most of Mexico, temperatures averaged 2 to 4 
degrees C above normal. In northern Mexico, highs ranged from 35 
to 41 degrees C. The rainy season was erratic over Central America, 
with only a few showers (10-30 mm) reported. 





SOUTH AMERICA 
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Mostly dry, warm weather prevailed across northern and central 
Argentina, favoring summer crop harvesting. Only light rain (10-20 
mm) prevailed across southern Santa Fe. Temperatures averaged near 
normal across northern Argentina and 2 to 3 degrees C above normal 
in central Argentina. According to reports as of May 15, Argentine 
cotton, soybean, corn, and sunflowerseed crops were 38, 62, 56, and 
96 percent harvested, respectively. Last year at this time, cotton, 
soybean, corn, and sunflowerseed harvesting was 60, 87, 83, and 99 
percent done, respectively. Mostly dry weather also prevailed in 
southern Brazil, aiding soybean harvesting and winter wheat planting 
in Parana and Sao Paulo. The dry weather also favored coffee 
maturation in Minas Gerais. 





AUSTRALIA 














Mostly light showers (less than 10 mm, with isolated totals exceeding 
25 mm) kept topsoils moist for winter wheat and barley germination. 
Near- to above-normal temperatures favored rapid emergence. The 
heavy rain (SO mm or greater) that developed along the New South 
Wales coast fell on the Pacific side of the Dividing Range, missing the 
main agricultural areas. Planting should continue to make good 
progress over the next few weeks due to the highly favorable field 
moisture content. Unofficial reports from within Australia indicated 
that nation-wide planting had reached the half-way point. New 
Zealand was dominated by cool, mostly dry weather. 
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EASTERN ASIA 


Unseasonably heavy rain (25-60 mm) 
covered the North China Plain, aiding filling 
winter wheat and germinating to vegetative 
summer crops. During late May, rainfall 
typically averages about 10 mm per week in 
this region. Rain (10-20 mm) covered 
Manchuria, aiding germinating summer 
crops. Widespread showers (25-100 mm) 
maintained rice irrigation supplies across 
central and southern China. Temperatures 
averaged near normal across the North China 
Plain and 2 to 3 degrees C above normal 
across the Yangtze Valley and Manchuria. 
Mostly dry weather prevailed across the 
Korean peninsula, while light to moderate 
showers (10-70 mm) were observed across 
Japan. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Moderate showers (25-80 mm) covered most 
of Thailand, increasing moisture supplies for 
main-season rice. Moderate to heavy 
showers (50-130 mm) continued to ease 
dryness across southern Vietnam and most of 
the Philippines. Showers (15-60 mm) aided 
oil palm across western peninsular Malaysia, 
but lesser amounts (less than 10 mm) 
prevailed across the eastern peninsula. In 
Java and southern Sumatra, precipitation 
(totals of 5-20 mm, with isolated amounts 
greater than 50 mm) diminished across the 
region. Typically, the rainy season wanes 
across Java during May to October. 
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(Continued from front cover) 

Daily-record highs were established on 6 consecutive days (May 15- 
20) in Pensacola, FL, including a maximum of 95°F on Monday. 
Similarly, five records were broken in Hot Springs, AR, including 
four consecutive maxima of 96°F from May 18-21. On Monday, daily 
records were established as far north as St. Cloud, MN (94°F) and 
Eau Claire, WI (91°F). Salina, KS notched 98°F. Two days later, 
highs topped 100°F as far north as San Angelo, TX (102°F). 


In the West, highs on Sunday struggled to 51°F in Pendleton, OR 
and 68°F in Bakersfield, CA. Farther north, Spokane, WA collected 
a daily-record rainfall (0.90 inches). Daily-record lows were broken 
in locations such as Redding, CA (41°F on Sunday), Sacramento, 
CA (43°F on Wednesday), and Ely, NV (22°F on Friday). As of May 
25, the water equivalent of the Sierra Nevada snow pack stood at 33 
inches, greater than the average for the traditional peak snow pack 
date (April 1) and 264 percent of normal for the date. In Oregon, 
monthly rainfall (through May 24) reached 4.73 inches in Salem and 
5.07 inches in Portland, eclipsing May records that had been set in 
1942 and 1996, respectively. By week's end, year-to-date precipi- 
tation approached normal annual totals in locations such as Reno, NV 
(7.32 inches; 97 percent of their yearly normal) and Burns, OR (9.46 
inches; 95 percent). Annual normals were exceeded several weeks 
ago in locations such as Las Vegas, NV (4.36 inches; 106 percent) 
and Bakersfield, CA (11.70 inches; 205 percent). 


Meanwhile, no measurable rain fell during the first 23 days of May in 
locations such as Victoria, TX and New Orleans, LA. Victoria's 
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January 1 - May 23 rainfall, 7.83 inches, stood in stark contrast to last 
year's 37-inch total during the same period. Elsewhere in Texas, 
Corpus Christi's March 17 - May 23 rainfall was a mere 0.05 
inches, their lowest 68-day total since the drought of 1995-96. 
Farther east, month-to-date totals were as low as 0.04 inches in 
Jackson, MS and 0.03 inches in Pensacola, FL. 


Weekly rainfall topped 2 inches in a band from the western Corn 
Belt to the central Appalachians. Totals reached 2.18 inches in Des 
Moines, IA, 2.89 inches in Louisville, KY and 3.53 inches in 
Indianapolis, IN. Weekly rainfall also exceeded 2 inches in parts of 
northern and central Maine. In western Montana, frequent 
storminess boosted monthly rainfall to 2.33 inches (179 percent of 
normal) in Butte and 1.40 inches (106 percent) in Helena. At week's 
end, cooler air edged into the Great Lakes and Northeastern 
States, producing a daily-record low (36°F) on Saturday in Scranton, 
PA. 


After a short absence, mild weather returned to northern Alaska, 
where weekly departures reached +7°F. Near- to below-normal 
temperatures prevailed, however, across the southern part of the State. 
In Hawaii, meanwhile, locally heavy rain eased drought in some 
areas, especially on the windward side of the Big Island. Forty-cight 
hour rainfall on May 19-21 reached 5.13 inches in Hilo and 5.76 
inches in Mountain View. Nevertheless, dryness persisted in many 
locations, including Honolulu, where January 1 - May 23 rainfall was 
1.71 inches (16 percent of normal). 
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